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PEEFAOB. 


Thf roLLOwura collectiov op legends about the 
Greek god*? and heroes, to which I have been asked to 
wnte n few words of introduction, is a translation of a 
little book by Professor C. Witt which has been received 
in Germany with great favour by the pubbe and the 
press This populanty has been due, not merely to 
the intrinsic beauty of the stones, but to the s kill 
shown in the selection, and in the simpbcity of the style. 
The last quabty it has been the aim of the translator to 
retain in the English version ; and the success of the 
book in Germany suggests a hope that the translation 
may become a favounte in this country. 

That there still exists a demand for some such 
book, notwithstanding the deserved populanty of 
Kjngsley’s ‘Heroes,’ Cox’s Mythological Tales, and 
Church’s Stones from Greek and Latm Wnters, seems 
to be shown by the large number of encouraging 
letters received by the translator from persons engaged 
or interested in education. 



PRElFACTE. 


Tlii 

That Greek stones, simply told, \nll be acceptable 
to children, common sense wonld tell ns, even apart 
from expenence. Children impartially welcome all 
tales of mcident and wonder, if they can understand 
the language in which they are wntten, and if their 
pleasure is not dashed by the medicinal flavour of a 
moral And even a moral will not deter them if it be 
not too exphcit or obtrusive 

Again, from the teacher’s pomt of view as well as 
the child’s, there seems to be every reason in favour of 
presentmg to them at an early age the stones of Greek 
mythology There is first the obvious fact that such 
readmg trains and cultivates the imaginative faculties, 
and that it is good to vary the ‘ Arabian Nights ’ and 
the Grerman and Norse fairy-tales with such totally 
different matenal as the Greek stones. There are 
also other reasons ansmg from the altered position of 
Greek m education. 

Without entering on any controverted question, it 
is clear that even in classical schools the teaching of 
Greek will have in the future to occupy fewer hours, 
and probably to begm at a later age, than hitherto The 
much greater number of subjects now taught, and 
necessarily and nghtly taught, makes this inevitable 
And if the same good, or anything like the same good, 
is to be got out of the fewer hours, there must be con- 
siderable modification of method. And one obvious 



rREPAOK 


IX 


modification is, that mnch ivktch before iras tangbt 
Biovrly and painfully by means of the Greek authors, 
should be learnt quickly and pleasurably by means of 
on English rendenng. To take a veiy humble example • 
The present writer would have a much less weaiy 
memory of his early struggles with the ‘Alcestis’ of 
Eunpides at the age of twelve, if he had been familiar 
from the age of sir with such a version of the story as 
IS presented in this volume. In short, to bring to the 
study of a language— -always a difficult and tedious 
business to a beginner— some Imowledge of the matter 
with which the hterature deals, and some interest in 
the people and their hfe, must tend to hghten and 
shorten the process of learning. And to this end the 
following httle book is offered as a small coutnbntion. 

The aim and hope of the translator m^y be thus 
summed up m two or three words. AU children will 
get pleasure out of these stones, and that is mnch. 
Many children will perhaps get the elements of cul- 
ture, and that is more. And some may get at once 
pleasure, culture, and a little real preparation for 
severer studies , and so receive a benefit, though 
doubtless of a humbler kmd, yet something like that 
which Pope’s * Homer ’ has given to so many genera- 
tions of schoolboys 

A S 
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NOTE ON THE SOHEOES OF THE STOKIES 

The stones hare been taken by the Author from many 
sources, but chiefly from a Greek writer, Apollodorus, who 
lived m the second century u c , and collected the old mytho 
logical tales A good deal has also been taken from the 
poems of Hesiod and Homer, and from the tragedies of 
Sophocles j but m these cases it has been necessaty to exer- 
cise some care m the selection of what would be suitable fora 
book mtended to be placed in the hands of cluldren Several 
of the details have been suppbed by the ancient woiks of art 
which have come down to us. 


NOTE ON THE NAIEES OF THE GODS 

As it IS probable that many readers will be more familiar 
with the Latm names of the gods, whilst the stones in this 
book, being denvod from Greek sources, give naturally the 
Greek names, the foUowmg list will perhaps bo useful, 
which shows the correspondmg names of each god in tho 

Latin. 

VcntiB. 

Apollo 
Diana. 

Mincrra. 

Salnmns. 

Ceres 
Bacchus 
Vnlcanus 
Iimo 

Mercrnins 
Proserpina. 

Pinto 
NeptunuB 
Xnppiter 

Also tie hero and demi-god Herakles is called Herotdea by the 

Tnnnc * 


two languages — 

Greek, 

Aphrodite 

Apollon. 

Artemis. 

AthBnB 

Kronos 

DSmBtBr 

Dionnsos or Baoohoe 

Hephaistos 

HBra. 

HennBs 

PerBepionB. 

Plonton, 

Poseidon 

ZeOs 



NOTEa 
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Tho young reader uuU naturally aat why, if the etonea 
are the eamo, the names are in most cases bo different And 
tho ansv,er is hnofly this Each nation had onginally its 
own gods, with different names and quite different ideas 
attaclung to them But the Greeks were a far more gifted 
and imagmativo people than the Romans, and, when com- 
mnnication was established between tho countries, became in 
many ways their teachers Many Romans learned Greek, 
and tho Gioek stones became current Bat as the Romans 
naturally adhered to tho old names of their own gods, there 
arose in tins way an identification The old Latin ideas 
about their gods gave way to, or were incorpoi-ated with, the 
muchneher and more poetical Greek fancies and traditions, 
and thus tho Qieek niytliology was almost bodily adopted by 
the Roman wnters 

For oiomple, the god Satumus was originally a Latin 
ruiitic god, presiding (ns tho name shows) over the important 
work of sowing com Bat when the identification took 
place, all tho stones about Ej-onos were gradually attached 
to him, and thus wo find him in the Roman poets the father 
of luppiter, and the old dispossessed king of the gods 

In a few cases (os Apollo, Pluto Bacchus), the name was 
adopted as well ns the story, tho termmation being Latinised 
Sometimes it was corrupted, as Proserpina from Persephone, 
and sometimes a chance resemblance (as that between the 
Latin Hercules, onginally Horculns, and tho Greek Herakles) 
determined tho identification 

Accordingly when we say, as is often said, that the 
Gieek Artemis (for example) is ‘called Diana in Latin,’ we 
are using language which, without the above explanation, is 
liable to mislead tbe begmner 


A. S. 






CONTENTS 


cnAPnn 

L 


xxn. 

yym 

XXIV 


The Beginniko op AUi THisas 

The Golden Age , 

PEOMETHBDS and EPIMBTHBUfi . 

DEDOALION and PrBBHA 

The Bapb op Persephone 

Marpessa 

AETEinS 

Tee Giants Otds and Bphialtbe 
Endtmion 

lo . . . 

DANAHS and AEOrPTUB , 

Phaethok . , 

Salmoneus and Sisyphdb , 

Bblleeophon . , . 

Daedalds and Ioaeus 

BtJEOPA AND OADJIDS 

The Bdildino op Thebes . 
Semele . , 


Diontsdb 

Melampus and Bias 
Tantalus Pblops 
Niobb 

Mflbagbe and Atalanta 
Admetds and Aloestis 


rjua 

1 

8 

9 

18 

16 

20 

23 

27 

29 

81 

84 

39 

42 

46 

62 

64 

69 

61 

63 

68 

76 

80 

83 

91 



C0Ml2<TtS 


tm 

ii 


kIt 


XXV- rnfj-Bcs , . . . . * 

XXVL nrf*«URK'!- 

) ri(!i <lie Tefef'wo 

* 2 T»k' nirth aotl IV-Oi of Jlcrac’ct 
0 Tho Mwlriaw of Hondcy^, ntul hU Flnt 6U 
Lftbaurt • 

4, Fix rj>)rh. • • • 

0 Th<» lltmicr of Ip^iftcuro*)!! <t» Vongf-iKOCs 0 

Hcndrji . ' ‘ ^ 

0 Tbf. ilarmfro of Hondw trilh PtJnnIro. nod 

ItU IXmUi . 

XXru Tnn Qtrrirr or Tiir AKOOK*'^'"" 

1 Tho Oolden rkcco . . . ' ' 

2 Tlic Jonmcjr to ColcliljJ . . . • 

4 Tbo Journey Homo . « • ‘ * 

C Medeurf Kotcngc , . . • • 

XXVIU Thkkcub * * * 

XXIX. Oroirof . • . * • • 

XXX Tiir 6r\ nv aoaixst Th&bsb » • 

Xxxi Tnr Tirinosr ' * * ' , 

XXXU Xkos and raionc . » 


101 

lOJ 

112 

152 

157 

1(2 

KS 

JCJ 

J60 

J65 

ITJ 

J7C 

205 

212 

224 

231 



MYTHS OF HFTTiAS 


I. 


THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS. 

Long ago, m the beginning of time, there was nothing 
but a huge dark mass called Chaos In this Chaos were 
hidden all things that now exist, the earth and the sky, 
light and darkness, fire and water, and everything else, 
but they were not yet severed one from the other, and 
^were so mingled and confused that nothing had a 
separate form of its own After the Chaos had lasted 
for a long time it parted asunder, and the earth was 
di\nded from the heaven. The sun and the moon and 
the stars mounted up above into the sky, but the water 
and the stones and the trees liked better to remain 
below with the earth 

There was a god m the sky called Uranus, and on 
earth there was a goddess called Caea They became 
husband and wife, and had several children, of whom 
BIX were ugly and twelve were beautiful The ugly 
ones had, each of them, either a hundred arms, or else 
only one eye Those who had a hundred arms had also 
fifty heads, and they were as big as mountains, and very 
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Enghtful The others had onlj one eje apiece, and it 
was placed m the middle of their foreheads and was as 
large as a cart wheel But the beautiful brothers and 
sisters were formed hke men, only they were much 
larger and grander Six of them were gods, and were 
called Titans , there were also six goddesses, who were 
called Titamdes 

The gods hved on a \ery high mountain called 
Mount Olympus, which almost reached the sky, and 
Uranus was kmg over them all He could not bear 
the sight of his hundred-armed and one-e^ed children 
because they were so hideous, so he thrust them into a 
dark pit below the earth, called Tartarns, and would 
not let them come out of it again But the mother 
Gaea loved even her ugly children, and was angr} with 
Uranus for bamshing them into darkness and misery. 
And she said to her son Cronus, who was the youngest 
of the beautiful gods, that if he would promise to fetch 
up his hundred-armed and one-eyed brothers out of 
Tartarus, she would help him to dethrone Uranus and 
himself become kmg of the gods Cronus promised 
that he would do this, and Gaea created the bnght 
cuttmg steel, and made with it a sharp sickle which 
she gave to her son, and told him to stab Uranus with 
it when he was asleep Cronus did as she desired him, 
and thus Uranus lost his kmgly power 

Cronus now ruled oier the world m his father’s 
stead, and the other gods had to obey him He took 
one of the Iktamdes called Khea to be his wife, and 
made her the queen He also fetched up his uglv 
brothers from Tartarus, but he soon became alhud of 
them and dro\e them back mto the dark pit The 
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mother Gnea now saw how little she had gamed by her 
treachery to her husband, and she told Cronus that he 
should lose his kingly power through one of his chil- 
dren just as Uranus had done This fnghtened him so 
much that whenever Ehea had a child, he took it and 
swallowed it He swallowed five of them m this way, 
and poor Rhea wan very sad because she had no children 
left Then Gaea told her, next time she had a child, 
to take a stone and wrap it m swaddhng clothes and 
gi\e it to Cronus to swallow as if it were the baby, but 
she was to keep the real child in some safe place till 
it was grovn up Rhea did so, and Cronus swallowed 
the stone she gave him, thmkmg it was the little 
boy that had just been bom, but Ehea hid the child m 
a cave m the island of Crete where a beautiful goat 
named Amalthea nourished him with her milk. And 
there were armed men there, who, whenever the baby 
cried, danced about and clashed their shields and spears 
together as if they were treading a war-dance for their 
own amusement, but it was really to prevent Cronus 
from heanng the crymg The boy was named Zeus, 
and in a year he was qmte grown up, and, was the most 
beautiful and most powerful of all the gods "When 
Cronus was asleep, Ehea used to go to the cave and 
talk to him. 

At last the time came when Zeus was to wage war 
agamst his father, and then Gaea gave her daughter 
Ehea a bowl contaimng a sweet medicme for Cronus 
to dnnk. Ehea went to her husband and said, ‘ The 
mother Gaea is no longer angry with you, and she has 
sent you this sweet drmk ’ Cronus took the howl and 
drank it up, it tasted very mce, but after he ^ had 
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6wallo^ved it he began to feel \cr} nncoOTfortable, and 
presentlj ho vras sick Then out came the etone and 
the children that he had swallorred, the j’oungcal first, 
and the eldest last, there ■were two gods and three 
goddesses, and they were all quite gro^ up The 
names of the gods vrere Poseidon and Pluto, and the 
names of the goddesses were Hera, Demcler, and 
Hestia 

And novr the young gods made var against the old 
ones, and they sent for the hundred-armed and one-eyed 
monsters out of Tartarus, that they might help them. 
The One-eyed vrere %cry skilful at smith’s vrork, and 
they vrere so grateful to Zeus for setting them free that 
they forged for him i aluable weapons, thunder and hght- 
mng The old gods took their stand on Mount Othrjs, 
and the young ones on Mount Olympus, and between 
them was a mde far-stretching \ alley where the} fought 
When there was a battle the whole earth resounded 
at the tread of the gods The Hundred-armed alwa^’S 
threvr a hundred pieces of rock at once, and Zeus hurled 
thunderbolt after thunderbolt, till the woods were in 
flames and the nvers boiled The war lasted for ten years, 
but at last the young gods triumphed They thrust 
their enemies into Tartarus, and settheHimdrcd-armed 
and the One-eyed to keep guard o\ er them 

Zeus was now the king of the gods, and heTuamed 
his sister Hera and made her the queen He also ga\ e 
an empire to each of his brothers all the sea was made 
subject to Poseidon, and Pluto became king of the 
Lower World, where the dead are These gods had 
children, who were also gods, and had each their part 
in the government of the universe The good goat 
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Amalthea was already dead, but Zeus honoured her by 
making one of her horns a wonder, which became 
famous all over the world. Whoever had it might wish 
for anything he liked to eat or drmk, and immediately 
it was there ; and for this reason it was called the Horn 
of Plenty, because it produced m abundance everything 
that could be desired in the way of food. 

The mother Graea had planned the overthrow of 
Cronus because he had driven back his hundred-armed 
and one-eyed brothers into Tartarus. But she found 
herself worse off than ever, for the only result of her 
revenge was that now her beautiful children were 
imprisoned mstead of the ugly ones This made her 
very angry with the young gods, and she could not bear 
to see them powerful and happy So she brought into 
the world some hideous monsters to make war against 
the young gods They were called Griants, and had 
enormous strength and courage They tore up masses 
of rock and dashed them up mto the au till the vault 
of heaven rang again, but the gods only laughed at it, 
for the stones were powerless to hurt them by the time 
they had reached so great a height, and thei:e was no 
mountain high enough for the Gfiants to chmb from it 
to the top of Mount Olympus 

The G-iants went on in this way for a long time, but 
they fdund that, do what they would, they could not 
inflict any injury upon the gods, and only got laughed 
at for theu pams, so they resolved to try another 
plan They made up theu minds to bmld a ladder by 
which they might chmb up to the abode of the gods, 
and they set to work to uproot a mountain called Ossa, 
and roll it on to the top of another mountain called 
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PelioE But vrlulst they vrere doing this, Zeus hurled 
a mighty thunderbolt agamsL Ossa aud made it fall 
dovm again, tmd the gods rushed dovru. to the earth to 
fight the Giants, shouting their vrar-cry. The fight 
lasted for a rrhole day, for the Giants ivere very strong, 
but at last the gods gained the \uctory, and they 
crushed each of the Giants beneath a huge mountain, 
which did not lull him, but prevented his e\ er getting 
up again One of them tned to escape oier the Medi- 
terranean Sea, but the goddess Athene, who was the 
daughter of Zeus, tore off a great three-cornered piece 
of laud and threw it after him It hit him just as he 
was in the middle of the sea, and he fell down and was 
buned beneath it After some time the land became 
coveted with forests and cities, and it is now called the 
Island of Sicily. Every now and then the Giants turn 
on one side beneath their mountains, and people say, 

‘ It IS an earthquake ’ , and sometimes they become 
quite furious with impatience, and then their fieiy 
breath bursts through the mountams and puffs out 
molten iron and stones 

After the Giants were conquered, Gaea created a 
truly terrific bemg, fir worse than they had been 
She brought him out of a great crack that she made 
in the earth, and she called her sou Typhoeus and was 
qmte pleased to see how hideous he was, for she 
thought that such a monstrous creature would surely 
be able to conquer the young gods He could see 
over the tops of the highest mountams, and when he 
stretched out his hands they reached right round the 
world He had a hundred heads, each of them with a 
different kmd of voice, so tha'i he could speak hke a 
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man, bellow like a bull, roar like a lion, bark bke a dog, 
and hiss like a snake All the other gods were afraid of 
him and hid themsehes, but Zeus armed himself with 
thunderbolts and went out to fight him. Tjphoeus 
threw large masses of rock at him, and screamed with 
all his hundred mouths at once, but Zeus scorched him 
with lightning, till at last blight flames burst out all over 
the giant’s body Then Tjphoeus howled and dashed 
himself to the ground, rolling over and o\ er to try and 
put out the flames, but he could not do so, for Zeus 
went on hurling thunderbolts at him, and the trees 
all round became red hot At last Gaea began to fear 
that the whole earth would melt, and so she seized 
Tjphoeus and flung him down into Tartarus, where he 
dicil 

After this Gaea gave up fighting with the young 
gods, for she knew that they were stronger than she 
was but it was a very long tune before she really made 
friends vnth them. 
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a. 

the golden age 

It was duTiDg the time “when Cronus was reigniDg 
over the gods that men were first created, and this was 
called the Golden Age In the Golden Age it was 
alwajs springtime, and beautiful flowers blossomed the 
whole year round in the woods and meadows It was 
not necessary for men to labour at tilling the ground, 
for the earth brought forth of itself everything they 
could possibly require apples and melons and grapes 
and other fruits grew wild everywhere, and in the brooks 
there flowed a delicious kind of water that tasted hke 
milk hlen, too, were good and happy, and they all kved 
for a long time, for three hundred years and more, 
and did not get old and grey, but always remained 
young. They had no need of houses, but lived out of 
doors wirh the beautiful earth for a carpet and the 
sky for a roof Neither were there any distinctions 
such as we have now between rich and poor, or the 
upper and lower classes, but all were equal and hved 
together as fnends When they had hved for a long 
time and had had enough of hfe, they fell into a deep 
sleep and never woke again that was them death 

The Golden Age came to an end at last, but those 
who had hved dunng that time became guardian 
spirits who still wander unseen over the earth and are 
kmd to us that are now Fhve. 
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pBoirrrnPLS a.nd ftjmetheus. 

Afteb tbe Golden Age th's over, the world tvent on just 
a? It docs now; summer and winter followed each 
other, and there were times of bad weather as well as 
of In-’ght sunshine, there were also many people who 
had not everything they wanted, and were obliged to 
struggle again't hunger and cold and other enls. 
But the} were happy and contented, and had still a 
fparV of the god-bkc =]nnt left in them, so that under 
the pressure of need they learnt all kinds of useful 
arts. 

There were two brothers of the race of tbe gods, whose 
father had lieen a Titan and had fought against Zeus 
These brothers were kind to men and hved among 
them , one of them was called Prometheus, or the Fore- 
thinker, because he was always looking forward and 
planning for the future ; and the other was called Epi- 
metheus, or the Afterthinker, because he never thought 
seriously about tlungs till they had already taken place. 
Zeus had not gifted men with fire, but Prometheus 
foresaw that by the help of fire they would be able to 
make out of bronze and iron many useful tools and 
weapons winch would add to tbeir comfort So he 
begged Zeus to give it to them, but Zens said, ‘ They 
will become too cle\er, and at last they will think 
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themselves equal to the gods ’ Prometheus thought it 
would he a noble thing to scorn the anger of Zeus and 
bnng down fire to the earth in order to benefit man- 
kind, and though he knew that Zeus would pumsh 
ViiTn severely for domg so, he was willing to bear that 
He took a reed in which there was a great deal of pith 
of the same kmd that still grows in warm countries and 
is used for fuel, and he chmhed up to the sun with 
this reed in his hand, and held it m the blaze tall it 
caught fire and burned like tmder Then he came 
down to earth agam, and made a fire which gave out 
warmth and a clear blaze, so that all men wondered at 
it. And when it was dark Zeus looked down upon the 
earth There appeared to be a great many stars there, 
but the hghts which he saw were not stars, — they were 
the flickermg fires that men had kindled, and Zeus 
knew it, and was angry 

Now at that time there were no such things as 
diseases and cares among men, so Zeus resolved to 
send them these unwelcome guests, because they had 
obtamed fire against his will The god Hephaestus 
fashioned a marvellously beautiful womau out of clay, 
and Zeus gave Me to her, and the other gods endowed 
her with many of those gifts that call forth the love of 
men They gave her goodly gifts mdeed — ^good-nature, 
pleasant speech, and skill in many arts, but no one 
gave her an honourable, straightforward mmd The 
gods called her Pandora, or the AU-gifted, because 
they had all brought her some gift Hermes, the 
messenger of the gods, took her to Epimetheus and 
said, ‘Zeus sends this beautiFal woman to be your 
wife.’ Prometheus had warned his brother not to 
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accept any gift from Zeus, because he knew that he 
would act treacherously, but when Epunetheus saw the 
lovely woman, he forgot that she had come from Zeus 
and took her home to hve with him Pandora showed 
him a golden casket which she said contained her 
dowry, and as he was very anxious to see the precious 
jewels he expected to find theio, he begged her to open 
it But vhen she had taken oflF the bd, instead of 
any jewels, there were a number of wmged figures m- 
sidc witli corpse-bke faces who struggled out and flew 
about all over the world . these were the diseases and 
cares that Zeus had said he would send They fly into 

the houses of men and nestle beside them without 
an 3’^ one being able to see or hear them come in. Even 
nov it often happens that when a man is seated at 
dinner with his guests, well and happy, one of the 
diseases flies in without any one knowing it, and m 
the night it seizes upon him and puts an end to all his 
enjoyment Zeus had meant to send into the world a 
still worse fellow, called Foreboding, so that men might 
know all their troubles beforehand, and thus lose all 
pleasure in life Forebodmg was in the casket with 
the others, but when Pandora took off the bd, he was 
in such a hurry to get out that his wings caught in 
the inner edge of the casket, and when Pandora shut 
down the bd again she did not see that he was left 
behind If Foreboding had come mto the world, every- 

one would have known in childhood of the diseases and 
troubles in store for him in his old age, and would 
thus have lost all his spirits, even in his days of 
healtli 

Thus did Zeus punish men by sending disease and 
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care among them , but for PromelbeuB, wbo bad taken 
the fire to them, he reserved a far severer punishment 
He commanded two gods to carrj him to hlount Cau- 
casus, and the god Hephaestus, who was an excellent 
smith, bound him to a rock with strong iron chams so 
that he could neither move hand nor foot , but Heph- 
aestus did so very unwillmgly, for it seemed to him 
that Prometheus had done a great and god-like thing 
m bravmg the wrath of Zeus Every morning a huge 
eagle came and pecked open the body of Prometheus 
and ate bis liver, and every night the hver grew again 
and the body healed over it Prometheus suffered in- 
expressible agony, but he never would beg for mercy 
from Zeus nor say that he was sorry for having brought 
down the fire, for he was still of the same mind 
about it 

But after many years had passed, there came a 
great hero named Heracles, who shot the eagle with 
his bow and arrow and delivered Prometheus Pro- 
metheus was now free, but he was still obliged to wear 
on his finger a nng of the cham with which he had 
been bound to remmd him of his punishment, and 
from that time it has always been the custom for people 
to wear rings as reminders 
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floated about on the top of the waves, and Deucalion and 
Pyrrha, who v ere safely shut up inside it, could hear 
the pouring rain and the cries of the dromiing people 
When they nere all droaned, the ram ceased and tho 
a aters began to abate, and on the nest day the bottom 
of the chest grated against dry land Then Deucalion 
burst it open, and he and Pyrrha came out into the 
sunshine, but all they could see was a wide stretch of 
water uuth only the tops of the highest mountains 
standmg out above it The mountain where the chest 
had stranded a as called Parnassus, and was specially 
dedicated to the gods Before this time Zeus had 
once wanted to knoa'uherethemiddleof the earth uas, 
and had let fly tu o doves at the same moment from the 
two ends of the norld to sec where they would meet 
they met on Mount Parnassus, and thus it was proved 
heyond a doubt, that this mountain must be the centre 
of the earth 

Dencahon and Pyrrha were now the only ones re- 
maining of the whole human race, and it uas on ac- 
count of their piety that Zens had been mlling to 
spare their lives instead of destroying them with the 
others The waters abated until they no longer covered 
the earth, and then the grass and floiiers and trees 
bloomed forth agam as they do m sprmg, and Zeus 
sent Hermes, the messenger of the gods, to tell Deuca- 
hon and Pyrrha that they might ask for anything they 
pleased, and he would grant it They detennmed to 
ask that there might agrtm be men on tbe eartb, and 
Hermes told them to go into the valley where there 
were a great many stones lying, and to take up the 
stones and throw them over their shoulders They did 
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THE RAPE OP PERSEPHONE. 

The goddess Demeter had a daughter named Perse- 
phone, who hved m the island of Sicily Her mother 
had given her several maidens to be her playfellows, 
and she herself often came down from Mount Olympus 
to see her daughter The maidens played and danced 
together, or wa ndere d about over the hills and valleys 
looking for beautiful flowSrs, and were as happy as the 
days were long One day whilst they were all scattered 
about lookmg for flowers, it happened that Persephone 
strayed away from the others and vras qmte alone 
Then suddenly the earth opened beside her, and out of 
it there came a chariot drawn by fierce coal-black 
horses, m which was a man with a pale face and a 
black beard and a golden circlet round his hair He 
put out his hand and took hold of the beautiful Per- 
sephone, and drew her into the chariot beside him 
She screamed out to her companions, but it was of no 
use, for the man with the pale face and the black 
oeard held her fast, and the horses ran like hghtmng 
tiU very soon they had disappeared imder the earth 
and she could no longer be seen or heard Her com- 
panions had heard her cries and they ran to look for 
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her, but thej could not tell trhat hnd become of 
her 

XoTT ■n'ben Demeter found that her daughter had 
been carried clT ^hc tra* very much distressed, and she 
lighted a to'ch and -wandered all over the -world trying 
fo f.nd iun She lit up o\cr} cranny and ca\em -with 
her to'-eh, and climbed all the highest mountains, asking 
gods ''ud men if they h'’d seen her child, but no trace 
nf her c-uud find. 

I mii't tell \on th-'t the pale dark man -was the god 
Pluto, the 1 ing of the T/>wcr World. It was so dismal 
do-wn there that no woman would consent to be his 
-wife, he made up his mind to carry off the beautiful 
Per-ephone by force, and Zeus had gn on him leave to 
da tins bnt ho did not tell Demctcr about it Demeter 
wactdered about for a whole v ear, growing every day 
eadder and ^dder, till .at last the sim-god, Helios, 
rook pit} on her. Helios could see everything that 
happened on the earth, and he had been looking on 
when Pluto ran a-way -with Persephone, so be told 
DtiiWtf’r that her daughter was in the Lower World, 
and that th^* go<ls knew about it and allov.ed it 
111' n Dcmtter was angry with Zeus and the other 
gods for having given her so much pain, and she 
refused to live with them any longer, but remained on 
earth among men 

The gods were Sony’ for tins, for they honoured and 
oved Deraeter, so after a little while Zens proposed 
that a council of ail the gods should be held, and that 
they should judge between Demeter and Pluto A day 
was appointed, and they all came together. Demeter 
and Pluto among the rest ; and it was decided that if 

O 
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Persephoae bad as yet eaten nothing since she left the 
earth she should return to her mother, but that other- 
wise she should remain m the Lower World. Now 
Persephone had been so sad in the Lower World that 
during all this time she had neither eaten nor drunk 
anything but once This was one day when, as she was 
walking by the side of the nver that flows through the 
Lower World, she came to some pomegranate , trees 
laden with beautiful red frmt, and she plucked a pome- 
granate and ate it Pluto told this in the assembly 
of the gods, hoping that it would make good his claim 
to keep her But the gods decreed that as she bad 
eaten nothing but a pomegranate in the Lower World 
she should not remam there altogether, but only for a 
third of the year, and that dunng the remaining two 
thirds she should be allowed to hve on the earth So 
it was arranged in this way as long as the ears of 
com were below the ground, Persephone had to remain 
m the Lower World with her husband, but as soon as 
the blades appeared above the soil, she too came up 
into the sunhght to her mother 

At this tune com was already growing upon the 
aarth, for Demeter had created it for the use of men, 
and she often wore a wrearh of wheat-ears round her 
head But when she was wandenng over the earth 
looking for her daughter, she found that no one under- 
stood the best means of makmg it grow, and as she 
knew that men would be more peaceful and friendly if 
they cultivated the ground and surrounded themselves 
with beautiful plants, she detemuned to teach them 
how to do BO Demeter loved all men, but most of 
all a man named Tnptolemus, and she gaie him a 
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dmnot dmvm two wjnged dragons, and put into his 
hand a quantity of corn, winch she told liim to stiew 
over the earth. Tnptoleraus flew through tlie air in his 
chariot, scattering the gruns of com as- he wont ; and 
then tliere fell a gentle ram which made them siiik 
into the ground, so that they became firmly rooted, 
and •'Oon sliot forth little blades The people were 
ranch pleased when the com grew up and npened, and 
Tnplolcinus (aught them all that he had learnt from 
Deincter about the best w.ay of cultiiating it and turn- 
ing it to good account Soon there were fields of waving 
com all o\er the earth, and instead of always going out 
hunting, men tilled the ground and waited for the 
hnnest When it was ripe, they laised altars of earth 
and green grass, and laid the fresh ears upon them as 
a thank-offering to the gods for baling sent rain and 
sunslunc to make the corn grow Demeter especially 
was held in great honour, and they prayed to her when 
they sowed their crop':. 
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MARPESSA. 

There ■was once a king of Greece called ‘EvennSj who 
had a beantifnl daughter named Marpessa There was 
also a brave and noble hero called Idas, and he c.inie 
one day to the king and asked him to let bun have 
Marpessa for his wife Marpessa would have been 
qmte willing to agree to this, but the old king was 
very aelfish, and he said that he would not let his 
daughter leave him to marry anyone So Idas had to 
go away with a heavy heart, but the sea-god Poseidon 
was his friend, and he gave him a wonderful chariot 
in which to carry off the beaubful Marpessa by stealth 
The chanot was drawn by very swift horses, and it had 
mngs on both sides which flapped as the horses ran, 
so that nothing on earth could go faster than this 
chanot. 

One day when Marpessa went to the well to draw 
water, she found Idas waiting there for her in the 
winged chanot, and she got up beside him and drove 
away The old king saw them go, and he was very an gry 
and said that he would fetch back Marpessa and kill 
Idas He had the swiftest team of horses in the whole 
country, and he drove them fnnously along the track 
of the other chanot, but even at then- utmost speed 
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the} could not go fast enough to please him At last 
lie came to a river, and then he knew that it was hope- 
less to pursue his daughter and Idas any fmthei, so 
he stabbed the horses and broke the chanot to pieces, 
and then he threw himself into the nver and was 
drowned 

Idas was far on in front, and he thought there was 
no fear now of anyone attempting to interfere between 
him and the beautiful Maipessa. But there was a 
^g^ty god named Apollo, who loved Marpessa, and 
was not willing that Idas should have her for his wife, 
for he wanted to marry her himself. He was very 
beautiful in face and in form, and had the appearance of 
a youth just reaching the age of manhood. He was 
the brother of Artemis the goddess of the woods, and 
earned a bow of pure silver, while round his neck there 
hung a golden qmver fuU of arrows, and he could 
always hit whatever he aimed at, even if it were many 
miles off. He came and seized the horses’ bridle, and 
said to Idas that he must either give up the maiden or 
else fight with him Idas was very brave and was 
always qmte ready to fight, and be at once jumped 
down from the chanot and prepared to begm the 
struggle But at that moment there fell a thunderbolt 
on the ground between them, and they heard the voice 
of Zeus calling to them, and saying, ‘ The maiden shall 
decide ’ 

So Marpessa had to choose between a god and a 
hero, and she looked down and thought for a mo- 
ment Then she raised her eyes and held out her 
hand to Idas, and said, ‘When I am old, you wiU be 
old too, and will honour me and take care of me, but 
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Apollo always remains young, and in my old age lie 
would tlimst me away and would take another wife ’ 
So Marpessa made her choice and preferred to marry 
the hero Idas, and Apollo had to go away without 
her 
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AKTEMia 

A,rtemis was the goddess of the woods. She was the 
daughter of Zeus and of the goddess Leto, who had 
gone through many troubles before Artemis was bom. 
For Zeus had marned the beautiful Leto secretly, and 
when Hera heard of it she was very angry, and drove 
her away from Mount Olympus. Leto took shelter on 
the earth, but Hera commanded the earth to deny her 
rest, and whenever she lay down it began to tremble 
under her and qualied hombly She fled like a 
hunted deer from one end 'of the world to the other, 
till after long wanderings she came to the floatmg 
island of Delos over which the earth had no power, 
and here at last she could rest The island was not 
fixed to the bottom of the sea, and the waves played 
roughly with it and tossed it about, so the sea-god 
Poseidon, who was sorry for Leto, caused four granite 
pillars to spnng up and hold it fast, and ever smce 
that time it has stood perfectly still Leto had two 
chddren, a boy and a girl, and Zeus named them Apollo 
and Artemis. After the children were bom, Hera be- 
came kinder, and allowed Leto to come back to Mount 
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Olympus, and desired the earth to give her rest wher- 
ever she wished The island of Delos was ever after- 
wards held in great esteem by the Greeks, and they 
came from long distances in beautifully decked ships 
to honour the island by offering sacnfices upon it. 

Artemis was a glorious goddess, and she chose the 
woods for her dominion, and the chase for her occupa- 
tion She debghted in wandering through the forests 
with the nymphs who attended her, killing wolves and 
wild-boars But she was land to the tame animals 
that she met, and stroked and petted them Her 
favourite creatures were some beautiful hinds, and she 
punished anyone who killed them Artemis towered a 
head above all her nymphs, and she was also easily to 
be recogmsed by her godlike beauty, and by her 
golden bfiw and qmver of golden arrows In the even- 
ing she often laid aside her weapons and danced in the 
moonhght with her maidens , their light footsteps did 
not even bend the grass, only the next morning, traces 
of them could be seen in the dew Often too, when 
the chase led them past a clear forest lake overshadowed 
by sweet-smelhng trees, they undressed and bathed in 
the pleasant pool, and the nymphs splashed about in 
the water and had all lands of games Artemis did not 
marry, for she said she would neither be the wife of 
a god nor of a man, but would always have her home 
in the forest among her nymphs 

There was once a hunter named Actaeon,who loved 
hunting better than anything else, and who honoured 
Artemis, the goddess of the chase, above aU other gods 
and goddesses He had fifty splendid hounds who 
were very fond of their master, and in the morning 
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W’hen he came out of his house they used to crowd 
round him barking for joy and licking his hands , he 
had gl^ en each of them a special name, and he patted 
them and talked to them as if they could understand 
him They always went out huntmg with him, and 
chased the wild animals which he shot with his arrows 
One day Actaeon was out hunting, and it was so hot 
that about noon he gave his dogs a rest and let them 
go to sleep, whilst he himself strolled about among the 
cool bushes looking for a spring where he might quench 
his thirst. Presently he heard a splashmg of water 
and the laughter of maidens’ voices, and gomg a little 
nearer, he pushed aside the branch of a tree and beheld 
the glonous goddess and her nymphs m the hath He 
could not turn away his eyes, and for a httle while 
Artemis did not notice him, but when she looked up 
and saw the hunter who had so forgotten himself, her 
eyes filled with angei at his having dared to watch her 
She raised her beautiful hand, and in a moment Actaeon 
was changed into a stag with long bght feet and branch- 
ing horns, but still able to think like a man He 
shuddered and rushed away to the place where he had 
left/ his dogs ; they awoke, but they did not know him, 
and gave chase to him He tried to make them under- 
stand by looking back and calling to them, but no 
words would come out of his mouth, only a sound like 
the cry of a stag, and at last they overtook him and 
tore bim to pieces Thus he was miserably killed by 
his own dogs, as a pumshment for not having turned 
away his eyes when he came upon the severe goddess 
unawares The dogs wandered for a long time 
through tho forest looking for their master, pining 
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because they could not find him, and refusing to eat. 
But there was a clever artist who took pity on them, 
and he made an image of clay so exactly like Actaeon, 
that the dogs thought jt was their master himself, and 
were comforted. 
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THE GIANTS OTUS AND EPHIALTES. 

rnERJS was once a woman who had so great a love for 
the sea that she was never tmed of looking at it One 
day, as she was sitting on the shore, the god Poseidon 
came dnving over the waves m his chanot, for the sea 
was subject to him. When he saw the beautiful woman 
who was gazing at it so tenderly, a great love for her 
sprang up in his heart, and he took her to be his wife 
Some time afterwards she had two children, called Otus 
and Ephialtes, and by the time they were a year old 
they were two yards in height and a yard in width 
Every year the children grew two yards in height and a 
yard in width, so that when they were nine years old 
they were so big and strong that they could tear up the 
largest oak trees and break them m two across their 
knees But they were ignorant and foolish, and instead 
of honouring the gods, they made a silly plan to get up 
to Mount Olympus, where the gods lived, and overturn 
everything that they had arranged They settled that 
Hera, the queen of the gods, should be the wife of Otus, 
and that Artemis, the goddess of the woods, should be 
the wife of Ephialtes, and that the other gods should be 
loaded with chains and imprisoned m dark caves , and 
they said they would change eveiythmg on the earth, 
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Vinn well, SO Hermes came and played all lua most 
beautiful tunes, whilst Argus stretched himself out on 
the grass and enjoyed himself more than he had ever 
done m his life before Then all the hundred eyes fell 
asleep at once, and Hermes took a sharp sickle and cut 
oflF his head After that he loosed the cow, and was 
preparmg to take her home to her father, but Hera, 
who had seen what he had done, was very angry, 
and she came down and commanded hi m to let go the , 
cow As Hera was mightier than he, Hermes was 
obhged to obey, and then Hera made a great insect as 
large as a bat, which buzzed horribly and tormented lo. 
She ran away in order to try and escape from it, but 
it pursued her aU over the land, and even though she ■■ 
swam across a wide sea and went on through the 
country on the further side, still the insect kept flying 
round and round her and gave her no peace. For a 
whole year she fled from it, tiU at last when she had 
reached the land of Egypt m Africa she was so tired 
that she could go no further Hera was just then 
asleep, and Zeus was able to come quickly down and 
kill the cruel gad-fly , then he stroked the back of 
the cow with his hand and she received back her 
human form, but she was pale and wasted, and not so 
beautifal as before After this she remamed m Egypt 
where the people of the country were good to her, but 
Hera was even more unkind than before, and when 
after a time lo had a httle son, she caused the child to 
be stolen from her Then lo was again m great 
distress, and she set out to seek for her child She 
journeyed from mormng to night without stoppmg, 
and she had gone through the whole country without 
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being able to find it and was beginning to be temblj 
afraid tbat it must have pensbed, when someone 
told her that Hera had given it to a queen in the 
land of Syria to take care of. It was a long way off, 
and the journey was full of danger on account of rob- 
bers and wild beasts, but lo set off at once for the land 
of Syria, and when she got there, the queen gave back 
the child to her 

After this, Hera left off persecutmg lo, and the 
King of Egypt asked her to be his wife and made her 
the queen But she could never forget her pa'Js 
troubles, and as often as she saw a white cow, she 
thought of how she too had once been a cow, and had 
eaten grass and flowerr. 


n 
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XI. 

DANATJS AJn> AEOYPTDS. 

There were once two kings, called Danans and Aegyptus, 
wko were brothers, and whose dominions lay side by 
Bide. They kved m Africa, and were descended from 
To, who had now been dead a long time AfigyjituR 
bad fifty sons, and Danans had fifty daughters But 
the sons of Aegyptus were wicked men, and they tned 
to kill their nnde , so Danans built a great ship with 
fifty oars, and when it was ready, he and his fifty 
daughters got into it and sailed away ; each daughter 
" took au oar, aud Dauaus steered They saihsd far 
away over the sea till they came to the country of 
Argos m Ghreece, where the father of lo had been king. 
The Argives (as the people of Argos were called) 
wondered when they saw the ship with the old man 
and the fifty maidens in it, hut they received them 
kindly and gave them a large piece of land to live npon, 
and also a herd of fine cattle Danans tilled the ground, 
and his daughters took care of the cattle Danans was 
very wise, and he gave the Argives much good counsel, 
tdl at last they wished he could be tbeir long But 
they had a king already, who though he was not nearly 
so wise as Danaus, had a great inany soldiers to fight 
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for him, and he was by no means willing to give up 
the kingdom This led to many disputes among the 
people, and they nearly came to civil war But it 
happened that the kmg and Danaus and many of the 
Argi\ es were assembled one day in a field where there 
were a number of sheep and cattle feedmg, when all at 
once a great wolf rushed out of the forest and passmg 
by the sheep and cows, ran straight at the great bull 
that belonged to the flock and tore him to pieces 
The Argives felt sure that this must be a sign from 
heaven, for never before had a wolf been able to kill a 
strong bull And there was a soothsayer among them 
who declared that as the bull had been overcome by the 
wolf, so would the kmg be overcome by Danaus and 
deprived of his kingdom When the king heard that, 
he was afraid that he might lose his life as well as his 
dominions, and he fled hastily out of the country 

Danaus now became king, and lived in the beauti- 
ful palace with his daughters His brother’s sons heard 
that he was king of Argos, and that his daughters were 
beautiful maidens, and they thought they would like to 
be reconciled to their uncle and to have their cousms 
for their wives So they built a ship like that m which 
Danaus had sailed away, and came to Argos, and when 
they arrived there, they said to their uncle that they 
desired to be at peace with him, and begged him to 
give them liis daughters in marriage Danaus agreed to 
do so, and he called his daughters together and allotted 
one of them to each brother A few days afterwards 
the wedding was celebrated with the greatest mag- 
nificence, and many sacrifices were offered to the gods 
But Danaus took his daughters aside and gave to each 
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one a shining dagger, telling her to hide it in her 
dress and kill her husband with it when he was asleep 
That night the fifty princes slept in fiifby chambers and 
their wives with them, and about midnight each wife 
took out the sharp dagger and stabbed her husband 
The only one who did not do so was Hypermnestra, the 
most beautiful of all, who was married to one of the 
brothers named Lynceus He was not wicked like the 
rest, but noble and brave, and Hypeimnestra awoke 
him and said, ‘ Tour brothers have been killed by their 
wives, prepare to fiee for your hfe ’ She gave him an 
unlighted torch, and told him, when he reached the 
mountam near the city, to light it and hold it up in 
the air, so that she might know that he had not been 
seized by the king’s soldiers, but had been able to make 
hifi escape She led him out of the palace and pomted 
out to him the direction in which he was to go , then 
she ascended to the roof, which, hke the roofs of all 
other Greek houses was not sloping, but flat, so that 
people could walk upon it Hypermnestra remamed 
there for a long time with her eyes fixed on the moun- 
tam before any hght appeared, but at last she saw a 
httle flame which came from the torch, and knew that 
her husband was safe Then she went doivn agam with 
a brave heart, though she had good reason to fear that 
her father would be very angry 

The next mommg, Hypermnestra’s sisters came to 
Danans, each holding in her hand the bloody head of 
her husband which she had seized by the hair, and 
Danans praised them for what they had done , but 
when he asked Hypermnestra why she had not also 
brought him a bloody head, she said, ‘ I have helped 
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Lynceus to escape ’ Now Hypermnestra was the JungV 
favounte daughter, but he was so angiy with her for 
having disobeyed him, that he struck her and pushed 
her away from him, and said that she should be tned 
pubbcly, and shut up meanwhile in a dark under- 
ground dungeon, as if she had been guilty of some 
crime He called together all the old wise men m 
the land to be her judges, and they came and sat in 
the market-place to pass sentence. Danaus declared 
that whatever they decided on should be certainly 
carried out, and when the judges asked him if he 
would indeed abide by what they said, he swore that 
even if they condemned Hypermnestra to death, the 
sentence should be executed The beautiful Hyper- 
innestra was led mto the market-place by the king’s 
spearmen, and the judges questioned her Then they 
consulted together and found that they were aU agreed, 
and they said, ‘ What Hypermnestra deserves is that 
she be the king’s best-beloved daughter, and that 
Lynceus come back and be the king’s son-in-law’ 
That did not please Danaus, for he wished to have 
Hypermnestra pumshed, but because of his oath, he 
was obhged to let her go free and live m the palace as 
before He also made a sacred treaty with Lynceus, 
and he came back^to be the husband of Hypermnestra. 
As long as Danaus lived, ixe was next to hun in power 
and wealth, and after the death of his father-in-law, he 
succeeded him as kmg of Argos. 

The other daughters of Danaus, who had killed them 
husbands, were held in greater esteem by their father, 
but the gods caused them tx) die early, and when they 
came into the Lower World, they inflicted on them a 
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never-ending punislimeiit There was a stream of 
rushing water, close to which a great vessel had heen 
placed, and each of the Danaides, or daughters of 
Danaus, was given a bucket and commanded to fill the 
vessel with water from the stream, and was told that 
she was never to stop pourmg in the water till the 
vessel was qmte full The Danaides did as they were 
required, but the vessel was full of holes, so that as fast 
os they tried to fill it, the water ran back again mto the 
stream, and though they did their utmost by pounng 
it in as fast as possible, it was of no use, — ^they were 
never able to accomphsh their task, and were obhged to 
go toding on at it in vain for ever 
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PBAtTHON. 

ILjlios was the sun-god, and he used to dnve along 
the sky in his shining chariot drawn by four milk-white 
horses, who bathed themselves e> ery evenmg m the 
great stream Oceanus that flows nght round the world. 
As he looked down from the sky, he saw a heautifbl 
woman whom he loved and longed to have for his wife, 
so he came down to the earth and was married to her, 
and they had a son named Phaethon WTien Phaethon 
was a httle boy, his mother used to point up to the 
sky where his father was, and teach him to throw up 
kisses to him As he grew up to be a man he was 
distingmshed from all others hy his brave spirit and 
remarkable beauty, but though it was evident that he 
was the son of a god, there were many people who, 
because they were jealous of him, tned to vex him bj 
saymg that this was not really the case This made 
him very anxious to show that Hehos was in truth his 
father, and he resolved to find some means of provmg 
it beyond a doubt So he set out for the stream 
Oceanus, and when Hehos brought his horses there m 
the evemng he was rejoiced to find his son waitmg for 
him, and he lassed bun many times Then he asked 
him if he had any special reason for taking such a long 
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journey m order to see lum, and Phaettion said it 'was 
because be bad something to ask him, -wbicb be longed 
for more than anytbmg else in the world Hehos 
promised to grant bis wish, never suspecting wbat it 
was, and to please Pbaetbon, be even sealed tbe 
promise by bia oatb as a god tbat be would give bim 
whatever be should ask Tbe gods swore by tbe nver 
Styx which flowed through the Lower World, and any- 
one who ventured to break that oath had to suffer a 
severe pumshment, — for nine years he had to he on the 
ground as if be were dead, and for nine years after- 
wards he was shut out from the company of the other 
gods So when Hehos had confirmed his promise by 
this solemn oatb, Pbaetbon was full of joy, and he said 
tbat his wish was that on the following day he might 
be allowed to take his father’s place m driving the 
chariot of the sun. Hehos was terrified at his boldness, 
and he told him that this was what no mortal could do 
and that he must give up all thought of such a thing 
But Pbaetbon was light-hearted, and he dehghted in 
danger and thought he could accomphsh anything he 
pleased, however hard it might be. He thought too, tbat 
if be had once driven the chariot of the sun and could 
tell people of all he had seen whilst he was domg this, 
everyone would be ready to acknowledge that he was 
indeed the son of Hehos So he would not give up his 
wish, and as Hehos had sworn by the Styx, he was 
obliged to grant it, though he felt sure tbat it would be 
the death of the boy The meit morning the fiery 
horses were harnessed as usual, and Pbaetbon clambered 
up into the shming chanot, more proud and happy than 
he had ever been in his life The horses flew along 
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the usual path, and Phafefchouj looking down, could see 
the trees and houses and rivers on the earth. As long 
as he was near the earth he was very happy, but when 
they had got higher than eagles can fly, his head began 
to swim, and the horses soon fonnd out that it was not 
BCebos who was guiding them with his godlike wisdom, 
and they refused to obey the rein and keep m the right 
path, but flew up and down just as they pleased. First 
they went too near the heaven, and then they flew 
down lower and came too near the earth ; and the flowers 
withered and the streams dried up, and it became so 
hot that the mountams began to melt. As they passed 
over Afnca they came so near to the earth that aU the 
people of the land were burnt black by the heat of the 
sun, and the black colour contmued in their children 
and grandchildren, so that they were given the name 
of Moors, or black people The goddess Gaea, who was 
queen of the earth, saw the trees and flowers and 
spnngs penshing miserably from the fieice blaze of the 
sun, and she begged Zeus not to let the earth be 
destroyed. Then Zeus took a thunderbolt and hurled 
it at Phaethon, who fell dead from the chariot Hehos 
saw it with deep sorrow. He rushed forward and seized 
the rems and gmded the chariot back into the nght 
path, but for many days after this the heaven was 
covered with black clouds, and the sun-god would not 
let his face be seen. 
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SALMONEDS AND SISTPHOS. 

There was a country of Greece called Elis, and there 
was once a kin^ of Elis named Salmonens, whom the 
gods favoured in all manner of ways. If he went 
to war with another long he was sure to gam the 
victory His fields brought forth abundant harvests, 
and his flocks prospered and increased Never was 
there a hailstorm or any other disaster m his country 
But Salmonens was presumptuous and thought he 
could get everything he wished by his own cleverness, 
and at last he came to despise the gods and to consider 
himself on equal terms with them He commanded 
the people to call him Zeus and to offer sacrifices to 
him, and he had a chariot drawn by fiery horses, with 
dried cows’ hides and copper kettles hangmg from it, 
which clashed and rumbled together and made a 
tremendous noise as he drove along, and then the 
people had to shont, ‘ Zeus is thimdenng ' ’ He had 
also burning torches m the chanot which he threw 
nght and left among the people, and then they had to 
shont, ‘ Zeus is hghtemng ’ ’ And whoever was hit by 
tbe torches was immediately killed hy the king’s spear- 
men, that it might seem as if he had been stmck dead 
by his lightmng The gods let Salmonens go on for 
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some time in tins foolish way, but at last when he was 
one day driving through the streets with his thunder 
and lightmng, a real thunderbolt came down from 
heaven which struck the king and killed him m a 
moment. Then the people fell to the earth m fear, 
and one of them said in a half-whisper, ‘Zeus has 
indeed thundered ' ’ 

Salmoneus had a brother named Sisyphus, who was 
king of the city of Connth, and surpassed all other 
men in deceit and craftiness There was a cunning 
robber, not far from Connth, who was very clever in 
stealing cattle, and when he had carried off a herd he 
took care to make it impossible for it to be recogmsed 
again He painted over any white spots on the bodies 
or foreheads of the animals, and had vanous ways of 
obliterating all other marks by which they could be 
identified Sisyphus had a beautfful herd on which 
the robber had for some tune cast envious eyes, and 
one dark mght he stole the cattle and painted over 
all the marks that distinguished them from any other 
animals. The next day Sisyphus went to the robber’s 
dwelling and told him to give up his cattle, but the 
robber said he had not got them, and that Sisyphus 
might see for himself whether they were there or not. 
Then the king said that he had marked each of his 
cattle with a little notch on the fore foot, and that all 
the animals he could find marked in that way would be 
his. The robber had never thought of lookmg out for 
such a mark as this, and he was thus outwitted by the 
king and obliged to give back the beautiful herd 

No one could cheat Sisyphus, but he cheated and 
robbed many people, and was wicked and treacherous. 
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UELLEROPHON. 

In the city of Conntli there were two young brothers, 
the sous of Grlaucus, the son of Sisyphus, one of 
whom was called Bellerophon, and was gifted by the 
gods with great strength and beauty But one day, 
when he was out himting with his brother, he threw 
his spear at a hind, and the spear missed its aim and 
accidentally hit his brother, who died of the wound 
Bellerophon was very much gneved, and wished he 
could have been lolled himself rather than have done 
this ; but nevertheless he had to leave his father’s house 
and the city of Connth, for everyone who kiUed 
another by accident was banished. He set out, not 
knowing who would receive him, but he determined 
first of all to seek for someone who would purge him 
from the stain of blood , for the Greeks held that who- 
ever had lolled another, even though unmtentionally, 
was defiled, and needed to be purified by means of 
sacnfices and baths. It was not everyone who under- 
stood how to do this, but Bellerophon heard that King 
Proetus was learned m these matters, and he went to 
him and begged him to punfy him. Proetus did what 
was necessary, and as the young Hero pleased him, he 
begged him to stay with him and be his guest, and 
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treated liitn as tis own son The queen, however, was 
60 captivated by the beauty of Bellerophon that she 
longed to have him for her husband, and she had a 
secret conversation with him, and proposed that they 
should both flee out of the country and be mamed 
But Bellerophon could not have acted so ungratefullj 
towards his kind host if the queen had been the most 
beautiful woman in the world, and he told her plainly that 
he would nf)t do as she wished Then all her fondness 
was turned into hatred and a fierce desire to kiB. him, 
and she vent to her husband and said that Bellerophon 
had begged her to go away with him and be his wife, 
and that when she had refused, he had become enraged, 
and had said that the king must die The king 
beheved his wife and was very angry, but as Belle- 
rophon was his guest, he would not himself lay hands 
on him He thought of another way of taking his 
hfe, and conceahng his anger, he asked Bellerophon if 
he would take a message from him to his father-in-lnw 
lobates, who was king of Lycia It was a long dis- 
tance by sea as well as by land to the country of Lycia, 
but Bellerophon was glad to do anything to please 
Proetus, and he at once promised to go Proetus took 
a wooden tablet, and made signs upon it to sigmfy that 
his father-m-law was to put the messenger to death, 
and then he covered the tablet with another, and tied a 
strmg round it This was the way in which all letters 
were sent at that tune, for paper and ink were not yet 
mvented 

Bellerophon took the letter and set out, suspecting 
nothing He travelled for some time till he came to 
the sea, where he found a ship about to sail to the 
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opposite coast, so he got into it, and after a few days^ 
loumey, arrived at the country of King lobates 
who received him m a very friendly manner. It was 
not then the custom to ask a guest his name and his 
business as soon as he arrived, and for nme days 
lobafes entertained Bellerophon without knowing who 
he was, and every day he sacnficed a buU, and feasted 
^vuth his guest The Greeks used to cut off the thigh- 
bones of the ammals they sacrificed, for the gods, they 
covered these bones with skin and placed them in the 
fire to make a pleasant odour for them, and then they 
consumed the rest of the animal themselves On the 
tenth day. King lobates asked his guest what his name 
was and whether he had brought any message, and 
Bellerophon told his name and dehvered the letter 
which Proetus had sent But when the king had made 
out the meamng of the signs, he was greatly troubled, 
for he had become very fond of the young hero, and 
the idea of kdhng bun had been far from his thoughts 
Still, as his son-in-law urged him to do this, he supposed 
that Bellerophon must have committed some great 
crime, and he determined to carry out the wishes of 
Proetus. He might have murdered Bellerophon in his 
sleep, but he would not do that, — he willed rather that 
he should die like a hero, fightmg for his Me There 
was at that time m the land of Lycia a homble monster 
called the Chimaera, whose forepart was like a hon, her 
back like a dragon, and in the middle she was a goat 
At mght the Chimaera remamed on her mountam, 
but m the daytime she came down and laid waste the 
cornfields and devoured men and cattle, causing creri 
distress all over the country The kmg asked Belle- 
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rophon -whether he had courage enough lo encounter 
the monster, and Bellerophon said yes, for he longed to 
be a real hero -whose exploits men relate in song, and 
he -was ready to venture upon any errand hovrevei 
dangerous it might be So he armed himself -with 
spear and sword, and set out in search of the Chimaera. 

The gods were pleased with him for his courage, 
hut they knew that he must pensh in the fight if they 
did not help him He had not gone far when there 
came do-wn from heaven a heantiful horse with wings 
hke a bird, which flew round and round him This 
horse was called Pegasus, and belonged to the gods 
Bellerophon was dehghted -with the beautiful animal, 
and tried to attract him by whisthng and coaxing At 
last he persuaded him to come near enough to be 
stroked, aud after that the hero soon succeeded m 
placing himself on his back, and they flew away together 
through the air Bellerophon was the first man who 
had ever ndden upon such a horse He would have 
found Pegasus a perfect steed if he had understood 
what -was said to him, but instead of doing as he -wished, 
he always went the -wrong way So he dismounted aud 
continued his journey on foot, and Pegasus flew round 
him in beautiful curves, and was his trav ellin g com- 
panion By-and-hy he met an old man who -was a 
Bwithsayer, and he asked the hero how he came to 
possess such a beautiful animal, and Bellerophon told 
him all about it, and added that he wished he knew 
how to make the horse obedient to hia will Then the 
soothsayer told him that he would soon come to a place 
dedicated to the goddess Athene, and that if anyone 
who was m need of counsel chose to sleep in the temple, 
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the goddess vraiild often help him by a dream Belle- 
rophon resohed to try this, and as the stars irere 
beginning to shine, he reached the temple of Athene; 
and he went in and stretched himself on the floor with 
his head resting on the step of the altar for a pillow, 
while the horse slept outside the door. When it was 
nearly morning, the goddess Athene appeared to him in 
a dream and told him that she loved all brave heroes, 
and was ghd to help him. She sliowed him a golden 
ribbon, and said that if he put it into the mouth of 
the horse and held the two ends in his hand, it would 
be a means of communication between them She 
placed the golden ribbon m his hand, and he awoke, 
still holding it It was the first bndle, and had been 
invented by the goddess Athene He went out at 
once, put the nbbon into the mouth of the horse, and 
swung himself on to his back Then they flew away, 
and the steed obeyed the rein, and went wherever the 
hero wished Bellerophon was very much pleased at 
this, and he offered up prayers and thanks to Athene 
for the help she had given him 

Afterwards Bellerophon continued his passage 
through the air, and when it was evemng he came to a 
mountam by tbe sea from which he saw a flame of fire as- 
cending, and this showed him where the Ghimaera was 
He flew towards the place on the back of Pegasus, 
and perceived the horrible form of the monster Pe- 
gasus hovered over her, and Bellerophon shot an arrow 
which wounded her in the neck and gave her great 
pain , this made her funons, and she stood np on her 
hind feet and puffed ont her fiery breath into the air, 
hoping to scorch Bellerophon to death But he was so 

E 



50 


M-fTHS OP HELLAS. 


higli up tliat ue was not Imrt by it, and he shot her m 
the bach with another arro'Wj so that she rolled about 
in pain, howhng hombly, and then he sent a third 
arrow into her side She had now only strength 
enough to moan, and in a httle while she was dead. 
Then Bellerophon could come down to the mountain 
which was no longer unsafe for people to set foot upon , 
he slept there that night, and in the morning he cut 
off the head of the Chimaera, and set out upon his way 
home again 

When Bellerophon stood before lobates witb the 
head of the Chimaera in his hand, the long was very 
much astonished, for he had thought there was not a 
chance that he would escape being killed by her But 
he was still desirous of carrying out the wishes of 
ProetuB, and he therefore sent the hero to fight against 
a barbarous people on the outskirts of his kingdom, 
who lived by plunder and robbery No one who had 
hitherto been sent against them had ever returned 
alive, but the gods helped Bellerophon, and he slew a 
great many of the robbers and drove away the rest. 

A third time the king sent him away, and now it 
was to fight agamst a still stronger people But after 
a few days had passed, there came messengers to tell 
him that the hero had put the enemy to flight and 
was about to return Then the kmg chose out the 
strongest Lycian youths, and set them in ambush ou 
the road leading to the city In the evening, however, 
Bellerophon entered the palace nnhnrt The kmg 
thought he must have come by another road, and he 
asked him if he had met nothing on the way Belle- 
rophon answered, ‘Near the city there were some 
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cowardly knaves lying in ambush, whom I slew.’ Then 
the long knew that BeUerophon must be under the 
protection of the gods, and he laid aside all thoughts 
of doing him any mjuiy, and told him that on account 
of the request of Proetus he had sent him on these 
expeditions in order that he might meet his death, but 
that from henceforth he would be his friend. He gave 
him the most beautiful of all his daughters for his 
wife, and begged him to stay with him and take part 
in the government of the country. The weddmg soon 
took place, and from that time BeUerophon had a kmgly 
staff like lobates, and sat beside him on the throne to 
give judgment in aU cases of difficulty. The Lycians 
gave hinri some of their land for his own, of which one 
part consisted of corn-fields, another part was a wme 
country, and the third was planted with beautiful frmt 
trees The winged horse Pegasus was well taken care of, 
and BeUerophon ever treasured hun as one of his dearest 
friends. 


EZ 
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DAEDALUS ALD lOABDB. 

There was once a kmg of Crete called I^Iinos, vrto had 
a great many ships and soldiers ; and there was also a 
clever artist named DaedaluSj who had built a wonder- 
ful house for hlinos with such an immense number of 
rooms in it that no one who entered it could ever find 
his way out agiun There lived a monster in the house, 
and every year pnsoners were taken to it, who wandered 
about trying in vain to find their way out again, until 
at last the monster came and devoured them This 
wonderful house was called the Labyrinth ' The kmg 
wanted Daedalus to spend his time and skid in invent- 
ing other wonderful things for him, and when he wished 
to leave the island he refused to let him go, and placed 
soldiers all along the shore to prevent him from getting 
to any ship Then Daedalus said to himself, ‘ IMy art 
has hitherto served the kmg, — it shall now serve me. 
So he went into his workshop, and made a pair of large 
Wings for himself and a pair of small ones for his 
httle son Icarus, and every night when it was dark they 
fastened their wings on to their shoulders with wax, and 
practised flying like the birds , and they soon became 
Hmte accustomed to using them When they bad 
* For more about tho Labyrinth, too p 186. 
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leamt to fly properly, they fastened on their wings earlj 
one morning and set oflF to fly to the island of Sicily, 
although that is a good hundred miles from the island 
of Crete. On the shore stood the soldiers whom the 
king had placed there to prevent them from leaving, 
but they could not catch them, and the two flew away 
together over the wide sea. At first Icarus was timid, 
but when a good stretch of the way lay behmd them 
he became bolder, and began to think that flymg was 
very pleasant work At mid-day, however, the sun 
came out very hot, and Daedalus, who was flying on m 
front to show the way, called out to his child to teU 
him to beware of the sun and not go too near it. But 
Icarus thought, ‘ The sim looks so kind, I am sure he 
will do me no harm ’ And he flew higher and higher, 
for Daedalus was on in front and did not see him, until 
the wax with which his wmgs were fastened began to 
melt. He felt the strokes becommg more feeble, and 
called to his father for help, but though Daedalus 
turned qmckly round it was too late, — the boy could 
no longer support himself in the air, and he fell mto 
the sea before his father’s eyes. All the great skiU of 
Daedalus was of no avad now, for Icarus was killed by 
the great fall, and he could do nothing to save him, 
but was obliged to fly on to the end of his journey all 
alone 
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XVI. 

EDHOPA AOT CADMUS. 

In the land of Pbocmtia wlucli lies in Asia, there iras 
once a king irho had a son named Cadmus and a 
daughter named Europa. and he ivus both fond and 
proud of his children, for Cadmus uas bni\ e, and Europa 
was beautiful One dai Europa was by the sea m 
a meadow full ot lovely flowers, when there came a 
atatel} bull, who walked round and round her. It was 
Zeus, who had changed himself into a bull in order to 
carry off the beautiful maiden to be his wife At flrst 
Europa was afraid of the bull, but he had such nice 
soft eyes that she could not help bemg kmd to him 
She stroked him and made friends with him, and then 
she gathered some flowers and twmed them into a 
wreath, and when the bull stretched himself on the 
ground, she climbed on to his back and placed the beauti- 
ful wreath round his horns But he instantly sprang up, 
and ran aivay with her so fast that she did not venture 
to jump off, hut could only hold on to his horns and 
scream with all her might The people in the field 
heard her cries, and soon they saw the bull mu into 
the sea with her and swim away. They went and told 
the old kmg, and he at once sent off a ship m pursuit, 
but though it sailed about m all directaons it came 
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back m tbe eveumg vnthout having been able to find 
any trace of Europa The old king rvas very much 
troubled and would neither eat nor dnnk, and on the 
third day he called his son Cadmufl and commanded 
him to set out in search of his sister and not to turn 
back until he had found her. 

Cadmus chose companions for his journey, and they 
launched a ship and sailed away. They passed through 
many lands inqmnng for the beautiful Europa and the 
bull, but nobody had seen them At last they came 
into the land of Greece, and when Cadmus again 
inqmred for his sister, the people told him that he had 
better go to Delphi and ask the priestess of Apollo 
about her. The city of Delphi was on Moimt Parnassus, 
the centre of the earth, and there was a temple of 
Apollo there which was an Oracle or prophetic temple 
If anyone wished to know somethmg past or future 
which he could not find out m any other way, he went 
to the temple of ApoUo and asked the priestess, who 
was called the Pythia, about it There was a narrow 
opening in the floor of the temple which had not been 
made by man, and which went deep down into the 
earth. A wonderful odour ascended from the crevice, 
and a golden three-legged stool, called a Tnpod, was 
placed over the opemng When anyone came to ask a 
question, the Pythia seated herself upon the Tnpod and 
became inspired by the odour, and the god Apollo 
directed what she should say in answer, so that her 
predictions were divine utterances. These predictions 
were called Oracles. 

Cadmus accordmgly went to Delphi, and took with 
him a beautiful golden cup as a present for the god, that 
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be might answer him graciously. There were many 
costly lessels of gold and silver and other similar 
things in the temple, which had been given in this way 
as presents Cadmus asked the Pythia where Europa 
had gone, and she answered that it was Zeus who m 
the form of the bull had earned her away and had 
hidden her from all men, and that Cadmus was no longer 
to seek for her, but to foUow the white cow and to 
foimd a city in the place where she should he down 
She also told him that his father was dead and that a 
stranger had taken possession of his kmgdom 

Cadmus did not imderstand which was the cow he 
was to follow, but he left the temple, and when he came 
outside he saw a spotless white cow who looked at him 
as if she had been waiting for him She started off 
along the road, and he followed her. They walked on 
all day and all night, and m the morning they found 
themselves on a beautiful hill with a fertile country all 
round, and there the cow lay down Cadmus desired 
to sacrifice the cow to the gods, and he sent one of his 
companions to some bushy ground near at hand where 
he heard a spnug bubbhng, to draw some water for the 
sacnfice But the companion did not come back, so 
Cadmus s^nt another, but he did not come back either. 
Ihcn he went himself, and found a hideous dragon 
1 a ping vatch by the spring, who had deioured his two 
couipinions The dragon started up with the intention 
0 <li \ojnng him also, but Cadmus drew a sharp sword, 
'md thraet It into the neck of the monster with such 
force that a great stream of blood gnshed out and he 
diM Udmme wa. sciil standing looking at the dragon 
n the gCKldeBS Athene appeared to him and told 
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him that he must take out the dragon’s teeth and sow 
them in the ground, and that from this strange seed 
there would sprmg wamors who would help him to 
build a city and Would be his subjects Then the 
goddess disappeared, and Cadmus took out the teeth, of 
which there were a great many, and put them mto his 
helmet; and as he turned away from the sprmg, he saw 
a plough standmg in the field with two bulls yoked to 
it Cadmus drove the plough up and down, and dropped 
the teeth one by one mto the furrows which it had 
made. For a short time they remamed just wheie he 
had placed them, but presently they began to disturb 
the soil by their movements and to nse above it by 
degrees First there appeared a row of brazen helmets, 
and then a row of bearded faces underneath the helmets, 
and then followed ghttermg coats of mail, and when 
the wamors got their arms free, they were able to help 
themselves completely out, and brushed off the dust 
that was clmgmg to them. They were clothed m brass 
from head to foot, and each held m his right hand a 
spear, and in his left a shield. Cadmus was afraid of 
the armed band, and thought of a plan for makmg them 
quarrel with one another He took up a number of 
little stones and threw them at the newly-bom wamors 
from behmd a bush, and as they could not see where 
the stones came from, each of them thought that his 
neighbour had struck him, and hit him back agam, so 
that there was soon a fierce battle raging among them, 
and maTi after man was killed When there were only 
five left, Cadmus stepped forward and proclaimed peace, 
and said, ‘The gods have giien you to me as my 
subjects ; let us build a city’ They agreed to do as 
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he said, and bmlt a city on the hiU which they called 
the Cadniea, after Cadinos their king, and by degrees 
many people came to settle in it. The five wamore 
who had sprung from the dragon’s teeth were called 
Sparti or Sown ^Men, and they were the next in power 
to the king The gods loved Cadmus, and they gave him 
a beautiful wife called Harmoma, who was the daughter 
of \res, the god of war, and of Aphrodite, the goddess 
of beauty All the gods gave costly weddmg gifts, and 
i\ben the mamage was celebrated m the Cadmea, the 
gueats, both gods and men, feasted together. 

Zeus bad earned Europa across the Mediterranean 
Sea to the land which bes opposite to Asia, and all the 
counliy on this side of the Mediterranean Sea has ever 
since that- time been called Europe. 
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THE DUiLOno OF THERES 

Anrii the death of Cadmus many more people came 
to hve m the Cadmea, and when there was no more 
room on the hill, they established themselves in the 
plain round it and built more and more houses, till 
there came to be a great city to which they gave the 
name of Thebes. The Cadmea then bec<uiie the castle 
or citadel of Thebes , the hang’s palace was mside it, 
and it was fortified with very strong walls, so that if 
the city were besieged by enemies, the inhabitants 
could take shelter in the citadel and hurl darts and 
javehns at their enemies from iL 

There was once a kmg of Thebes named Amphion, 
who could smg most beautifully, and also play upon 
the l^e ^Mien he sang, it was impossible for anyone 
to recast stoppmg to listen, however great a huny he 
might be in, and even the very stones would unloose 
themselves from their places in order to come nearer 
to him. Amphion knew this, and one day he said to 
hunself, ‘Smce I have such power over the stones, I 
will make them serve me ’ So he sat down m the 
middle of the city, and began to smg m a loud voice 
which was echoed by the distant hills. Then there 
was a sound of rumbhng and scuffling, for every stone 
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that heard the song, no matter how far off it was, camb 
rushing towards Amphion, and they heaped themselves 
one u^ion the other till at last a great stone wall was 
built up aU round the city; and the Thebans took 
hatchets and crowbars and broke open seven spaces in 
it, where they erected seven great gates. 
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SEMELE. 

Cadmus and Harmonia had two daughters, one of 
whom was a very beantiM maiden named Semele 
Zeus loved Semele and made her his wife secretly, and 
she was so happy that she wished for nothmg else than 
that the king of the gods should always contmue tt 
love her as he did then But Hera was very angry 
about it, and she took the form of an old nurse to 
whom Semele told all her secrets, and came one day into 
the palace when the nurse had gone to the nver to wash 
clothes She was the only person who knew that Zeus 
was the husband of Semele, and Hera, who had taken 
her form, pretended that she had come back in order 
to give her some advice about it. She told her that 
she ought to make trial of Zens, and beg him to come 
to her, if it were only for once, in all the glory and 
splendour with which he surrounded himself when he 
was with Hera, and that if he refused to do so, it 
would prove that he was not really Zeus, but some 
mortal who had deceived her She said this in order 
to make Semele suspicious and mistrustful, because 
she wanted to brmg about her destruction When 
she had finished talking she went quickly back to 
Mount Olympus, and no one knew that she had been 
m the Cadmea 
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Semele did not for a moment believe that ber hus- 
band was any other than Zeus, but she was dazzled with 
the thought that she might persuade him to come to 
her surrounded with the glory of the immortal gods, 
and so she took Hera’s advice, and next tune that Zeus 


came to see her, she begged lum to swear by the Styx 
that he would grant her the request she was about to 
make Hera had advised her to make him swear by 
the Styx, because that was the oath which the gods 
could never break if they bound themselves by it 
Zeus swore without any misgiving, for he expected her 
to wish that suddenly beautiful flowers should spring 
up all round the Gadmea, or that he should fly with 
her through the air, or perform some other such miracle , 
but when Semele begged that he would come to her 
that evemng exactly as if he wore coming to Hera, he 
regretted that he had sworn so rashly, and told her 
that the fulfilment of such a wish as that, would cost 
her her life But Semele thought that he despised 
her, and did not care to show himself to her in all his 
go e splendour, and she persisted m her request, 
n as e ad sworn by the Styx, Zeus was obhged to 
^bmit to her foolish will When the evening came, 
rnhle rumbhng sound was heard in the au, and it 
^gttened, and Zeus came down from 
f the gods He 

which no morttd dd h ^ ^ 

by that one look ^ 
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DIONYSOS. 

Dionysos was the son of Zeus and of Semele, and 
Hera hated him as she had hated his mother, and 
Tfould have killed him if she could , so as soon as he 
was bom, Zeus commanded Hermes to take him away 
secretly to a king called Athamas, that Hera might not 
know where he was. Athamas promised to take care 
of him, and the queen, whose name was Ino, told every- 
one that he was her own child, and brought him up 
with her two httle boys. But Hera found out where 
the httle Dionysus was, and she was so angiy with 
King Athamas for havmg consented to hide him from 
her, that she punished him by making hun qmte mad 
She confused his sight so that everything seemed to 
him quite different from what it really was, and one 
day when he was coming home from huntmg and saw 
Ino sitting on the grass in front of the house with her 
two httle boys by her side, he thought she was a doe 
with two httle fawns, and he took an arrow and shot 
one of the children nght through the heart, so that he 
was lolled instantly. Ino saw that her husband was 
mad, and she immediately snatched up the other child 
and fled away with it, but Athamas pursued her with 
another arrow on his bow-stnng till they came to the 
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sea, and then, as Ino conld flee no farther, she rushed 
into the sea with her httle boy, and they were both 
drowned They were scarcely dead when Athamas 
regained his nght senses and knew what he had done, 
and he was so grieved and shocked that he left his 
country altogether, and wandered for a long tune in 
strange lands, tdl at last he settled down again, as yon 
will hear in another story * 

Meanwhile Hera was looking everywhere for the 
httle Dionysus, but she could not find hun, for she did 
not know that a young heifer who was grazing in front of 
the house was the form into which Zeus had changed 
the child to hide him from her In the mght Hermes 
came and took the heifer up into his arms, and it became 
a child agam Then he took the hoy a long, long 
joumej, almost to the end of the world, till at last he 
reached a lonely region where seven nymphs lived by 
a beautiful nver far from the dwelhngs of men, and 
6 gave him mto the charge of the nymphs, who pro- 
^sed to bring him up and take great care of him 
era was seated on hlount Olympus, the throne of the 

round the world to see 
find him Dionysus, but as she expected to 

not think^°i 

nymphs nnhmg for him m the country of the 

was very beSf^ FTl ^ a jonng man, he 
gifted him with tlT*^ 

bis face gamed a new^ of a god Immediately 

with a fire that is n and his eyes glowed 

seen in the eyes of men 


Sec 


page 150 
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Diomsus chouglit be would like to give 2iroof of his 
new power bj bestowing some precious gift upon men, 
and he resolved that he would create out of water and 
sunshine a sweet dnnk that should give them courage 
and cheerfulness, and that a beautiful plant should be 
the moans of producing this dnnk So he created the 
Vine with its purple grapes, m which, ever since that 
time, the sun has evet^’ jear brewed the dnnk bestowed 
upon men by the god Dion}sus 

Dionysus did not wish to live in concealment anj 
longer, for Hera had no power to injure him now that 
he had become a god, and he desired to be known and 
honoured like the other gods He determined there- 
fore to travel through the whole world, and Zeus gave 
lum a train of men and women to follow and serve him 
who were called Bacchante«, or followers of Bacchus, 
which IS another name for Dionysus He set out on 
his pleasnre-journe}’, driving in a golden chanot drawn 
by two tame spotted panthers which he gmded with a 
golden rein, and round him danced the Bacchantes, 
holding in their hands wands twined round with ivy, 
and with ivy wreaths on their heads Cups of the 
most debcious wine were passed from mouth to mouth, 
and the whole air was filled with the sounds of singing 
and flute-playing There was an old man named 
Silenus, who had formerly lived with the nymphs, and 
had been accustomed to play with Dionysus when he 
was a child, and dance him on his knees He now 
joined in the procession, and he was so fond of the 
wine that he was always intoxicated His bodv became 
bloated with drinking so much wine, so that he could 
not walk steadily, but was obliged to ride on an ass, and 
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often in lus drunken condition, lie sate facing the 
■vrrong way and holding the tail of the ass in his hands 
as a bndle 


Wherever Dionysus went he caused the vine to 
grow, and he was good to those who honoured him, 
but he punished all who disobeyed him One day, 
whde he was on his journey through the woild, he 
halted at mid-day in a cool wood near the sea, and 
when the Bacchantes had gi\ en the thirsty panthers 
some sweet wine to dnnk, the whole tram of followers 
lay down under the trees and went to sleep Dionysus, 
however, was filled with a desire to Msit the island of 


Naxob, which he loved above all other lands, and he 
went down to the shore where there was just then a 
ship saihng by, and asked the ship-men if they would 
carrj him to Naxos , and they said ‘ Yes,’ and sailed up 
to the land and took him in They did not know who 
he was, hut supposed him to he a mortal youth, and 
seeing that he was so beautifid, thej made up their 
minds to sell him for a slave, for they were not good 
men, but thieves Dionysus lay dowm in the ship and 
went to sleep 'SMien he awoke, they had already sailed 
e island, so he begged them to turn back and 
m on shore at Naxos, but they laughed and told 
were going to sell him for a slave Dionysus 
‘"“i of aom. !md Do/the 
* ftey tnedinth 

f .nt 1, r 0= ™n.o,abla 

“a a tL ? u*""* *>o“om of the sea 

SL "oes and ivy-boshes 

cS L “’“1 “f" of tie sb.p witb green 

® ‘ 'P'OJ of ivy tTOed Itself round lire mast 
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ngbt up to llic top, po that Uic plnploolvcdbke « beau- 
tiful g:inlt*n in Ibc middle of Ibo sea But the sight 
of it pruc no pka«ure to the shiji-inen, Iheu- flesh 
began to creep, and thcjrwcre seized vnth an irresistible 
de.'irc to jump into (he cca And ns they jumped they 
were changed into dolphins, nnd for the rest of their 
li\cv they swam about in the sea, thienng fishes ns 
they had l>een thieving men. Then Dionysus clapped 
hi8 hand'-, and the panther-drawn chariot came over 
the sea to him followed b\ the Bacchantes, the sea 
making n pathway for (hem so that they scarcely 
vetted their fid. Dioinsus got into his chariot and 
guided it to Naxos, and the Bacchantes followed it, 
Fkijiping along on the crest« of the wn\es 

After Dioinsus had travelled o\er the wliolc world, 
it was fitting that he should take up his abode on 
Mount 0hm]>upwith (be other gods, nnd Hera did 
not make any difficulty nboul it But before he did 
so, he brought his mother Scmclc from out of the l^wer 
World, nnd Zeus made her immortal, so that she abo 
had a place among (he gods, nnd Hera no longer bore 
her any iH-wili 
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MELARIPUS AND BIAS. 


In fclie city of Pylos there lived a man named Melam- 
pnsj who was very rich, and had a great deal of land 
and many servants One day, as the servants were 
commg home from their work in the fields, they found 
a nest of snakes m a hollow oak, and they drove out 
the snakes and began to beat them to death with their 
sticks and cudgels Just then Melampus came by, and 
when he saw what the servants were doing, he let them 
kill the old snakes, but findmg among them two young 
ones less than a foot long, he took them up and earned 
them home. The little snakes were now very well off, 
for Melampus made them a bed of leaves and gave 
them plenty of food to eat. They were not poisonous 
snakes, but nice harmless little creatures, and when 
they grew older they had a great wish to do Melampus 
some 6er\uce, as a return to him for having saved their 
lives and taken such care of them So one day, when 
e was as eep, the snakes crept up to him, one on each 
ade, and heked his ears with their fine sharp httle 

could imder- 

^rwards able to discover things that were hidden from 
other men, because the birds told him ahoui them 
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At this time tliere reigned over the city of Pjlos a 
fciug named Keleus, who had an only daughter called 
Pero. She was so beautiful that no one who had once 
seen her ever cared to look at any other woman, and 
many princes came to Pylos to ask for her hand in 
marriage, but ICing Neleus said that whoever wished 
to ha\ e her for Ins wife must first bnng him the cattle 
of Iphiclus, and that he would not part with her on 
any other condition These cattle were renowned for 
their strength and beauty, and they were always spoken 
of as the cattle of Iphiclus, although Iphiclus himself 
had been dead a long time, and his son Phylacus now 
owned them Tliey were guarded by a great fierce 
dog with a terrific voice, and if anyone came to trj' 
and steal them, he barked so loudly that all the ser- 
vants of Phylacus came rushing out to seize the thief 
and carry him off to pnson Nor could Phylacus be 
induced to part with the cattle for any sum of money , 
so when the suitors heard that the king insisted upon 
having the cattle of Iphiclus, they thought it was a 
hopeless case and went away home again 

Now amongst those who came to sue for the hand 
of the beautiful Pero, there was a man named Bias, the 
brother of jMelampus, who loved her so dearly and 
wished so much to have her for his wife, that he lost 
all his spints and fell into deep despondency because 
he could not think of any means of obtaining the 
cattle Melampus loved his brother tenderly, and 
longed to help him in this difficulty, so he asked the 
birds to tell him if there was any way by which he 
could succeed in procnrmg the cattle for Bias The 
birds answered that if he would be wilhng to be seized 
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by (he servants and put into prison for a year, he would 
be able to obtain the cattle at the end of that tune 
hlelampua was quite ready to do this for his brother, 
and he set out at once, promising Bias that at the end 
of the year he would return with the beautiful herd. 
When he came to the field where the cattle of Iphiolus 
were grazang, it happened to him just as the birds had 
foretold, and he was taken prisoner by the servants 
and thrust into a dark dungeon. He could never see 
the sun there, but he was able to count the days, for 
he could hear the birds singing, and when they began 
to chirp m the morning, he knew that a new day must 
have dawned upon the earth. At last, when there was 
only one day wanting to make up the fiiU year, he 
heard some wood-worms talking together in one of the 
rafters of the house, and he hstened to what they were 
saying One asked, ‘Have you nearly fimshed the work?’ 
and the others answered, ‘ Before the sun goes down, the 
beam inll be eaten through and the house must fall.’ 

en 1 e ampus understood that the house was not safe, 
and he wiled the gaoler and told him that they ought 
both to leave it without delay, for that before the setting 
of the sun It would fall The guoler wu, not aucUued 

condill'n to be m perfect 

,mo„ Th°® ‘‘0 to another 

heL a Xa? ^ ‘'“0 ffouse when the, 

'“’’‘Off back ,t fell rn 

la^ua sru.rh::eZ”atrr 

told Krug Phjlacu. abor.t '’oforehand, and he 

Tlie old king was at thus time 


A 


in great sorrow on 
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account of bis son, who was named Ipbiclus after bis 
grand father. He bad been mamed for many }ears, 
but tbe gods gave bim no children, and the old long 
feared that after bis death tbe kingdom would fall mto 
tbe bands of a stranger instead of being still governed 
by one of bis own race. He did not know why the 
gods were angry mih bis son, and no one was able to 
tell him. When therefore be beard from tbe gaoler 
how l\Ielampus had foretold tbe downfall of tbe pnson, 
be thought that be must be a wise man, and be asked 
him whether be could find any means of freeing him 
from bis anxiety IMelampus answered that he would 
try to do so if tbe king would promise him tbe beautiful 
cattle as bis reward, and Phylacus did not think this 
too great a pnce, but swore to give them to him. 
Jlelampus then begged that tbe king’s servants might 
kiU a cow and cut it in pieces, and that they would 
take bun to an open field, and leave him alone with 
the flesh beside him They did as he unshed, and 
when tbe servants bad gone away, a number of birds of 
all sizes came flocking towards the pieces of flesh. 
jMelampus, however, would not let them come too near, 
but kept them off with a stick, and said, ‘ Whichever 
of you can tell me why the gods are angiy with Iphi- 
clus the Younger, shall have the best piece of meat as 
a reward ’ Then an old raven, nearly a hundred years 
old, began to croak and said, ‘ When Ipbiclus was a 
bttle boy, his father placed a sacrifice under a sacred 
oak, but found himself obliged to return to the house 
for something he had forgotten. Meanwhile the little 
Ipbiclus was left alone, and he took the sacnficial 
knife and thrust it into the oak because he was fright- 
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ened at the \raj it glittered. I was sitting on the tret 
looking on when he did this. In the course of tune, 
however, the bark has quite grown over the knife, so 
that it cannot now be seen ’ hlelampus gave the 
raven a great piece of flesh, and he took it in hia claws 
and flew away with it, and Melampus said, ‘■V^^l}chever 
of you can tell me how this maj be expiated, shall have 
the nest best piece ’ Then a vulture came forward 


who was skilled in medicine, and ai physician among 
the birds, and who knew how to (five counsel, and he 
said, ‘lou must dig the knife out of the tree, and 
when yon have found it, scrape off the rust and pour it 
into a bowl of wine Let the king’s son dnnk that, 
and then the gods will send him an heir ’ The \ nl- 


ture received the second best piece, and Melampus 
went away, leanng the birds to feast upon the re- 
mainder of the flesh He went back to the palace 
and asked for an axe, with which he struck the oak, 
and at the first stroke he discovered the knife It was 
qmte red with rust, and he drew it out and scraped off 
the TOst into a bowl of wine and told the king that his 
son must dnnk some of this every morning for ten 
ys, and then the gods would be gracious to him. 

Iphiclns had a little 
son, which was a great joy to the old king 

Dronncp/i Melampus the reward be had 

LC t,r to the palace of 

and the niade no further objection, 

the wedtag celebrated that very same da. 


The god Apollo loved Melampus because he .vas a 
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good man, and he gifted him with the art of knowing 
the future by means of various signs, and of understand- 
ing how to propitiate the ivrath of the gods Many 
people came to ask advice of him when they were in 
trouble or difficulty, and among others, Proetus the kmg 
of Argos, sent to beg for his help, for he was m great dis- 
tress This king had three daughters who were beautiful 
and virtuous, but they refused to offer sacnfices to the 
god Dionysus, and therefore Dionysus pumshed them 
by taking away their reason, so that they became mad. 
They ran about the city, dancing and screaming and 
tearing their clothes, and if anyone tned to restrain them 
they became wilder still, and foamed at the mouth, so that 
no one could see them without feehng deeply grieved 
It was on account of this that Proetus sent toMelampus 
to beg him to make his daughters well again. Melampus 
agreed to do so if the long would promise him a third 
of his dominions as a reward ; but when Proetus heard 
of the condition, avance prevailed over his love for his 
daughters, and he refused to part with any of his land. 
However the evil became still worse, for all tlie women 
in the country ere seized with the same disease as the 
princesses, and ran about the streets and fields, raging 
as if they were intoxicated Many had taken their 
little children with them, thinking that they were 
young deer which they must sacrifice to Dionysus, 
and it was a ghastly sight to see them murder their 
own children, not knowing what they were doing 
The whole land was in such great trouble that the 
king sent a messenger to tell Melampus that he 
would give him the third part of his domimons if 
he would put an end to the nuseiy, but Melampus 
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now said that he must also give his brother Bias a 
third, or he would do liothmg for him. The kmg 
was very loth to give away so much fertile territory, 
but he feared that he might at last be obliged to win 
over Melampus at any price, and perhaps lose his whole 
kmgdom, so he promised to give him what he asked. 
Then Melampus went to Argos and placed himself at 
the head of all the young men in the city, whom he 
had told beforehand what they were to do. They 
marched out of the city in an orderly band, till they 
met the ravmg women who had formed themselves 
mto a sort of wild army with the princesses at their 
head As soon as they saw the army of youths they 
took flight, and the men pursued them, shoutmg as if 
they were at war, till they reached the sea and could go 
no farther. Then Melampus offered many sacnlices, 
until the gods were propitiated and the women had 
their reason restored. After this, they aU returned to 
t e city. The eldest princess, who was the most 
afflicted of all, had fallen down dead dunng the chase, 
^ ® other two came back to the palace and lived 
^ t eir father as before, and from this time they 
honomed Dionysus and offered sacnfices to him 

e ampus and Bias now became pnnces, and they 

which King Proetus gave them 
according to hir pTomise 
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I'AOTALDS. PELOPS. 

Ln the land jf Phr^ gia, which hes m Asia ISIinor, there 
was once a king named Tantalus, whom the gods 
loaded with aU manner of favours. They gave him 
great wealth, so that he was richer than any other kmg, 
and they treated him as a friend and came to his house 
as guests, and sometimes they allowed him to ascend 
to Mount Olympus m one of their chariots and to 
dnnk nectar and eat ambrosia at their table But 
Tantalus was p^sumptuous, and turned the fiaendship ' 
with which the gods honoured him to bad uses, for he 
stole nectar and ambrosia and gave them to other men 
to taste, and he also repeated things that he had heard 
the gods speak of among themselves, about which he 
ought to have kept sdence He even once invited the 
gods to a banquet in older to try and deceive them, 
and for this purpose he killed his beautiful young son 
Pelops, and cut him in pieces and loasted the flesh , and 
when the gods sat down to the banquet he brought m 
the flesh and laid it before them, thinking that they 
would eat it without knowing what it was The goddess 
Demeter was at this tune m great trouble because her 
daughter Persephone had been stolen away from her, 
and as she sat buned m sad thoughts, she eat a shoulder- 
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Thirteen heroes had already lost their b\es, and 
Oenomaus thought that he had found a very good way 
of preventing his daughter from ever being married But 
Pelops heard of the beautiful Hippodamia, and though 
he heard, too, of the cruel king who put all her suitors 
to death, he resolved to set out for Elis and try his 
chance of wmning the maiden, for he was a true hero, 
brave and fearless It was a prize well v> orth obtain- 
ing, for whoever won it would not only have the 
beautiful princess for his wrife, but would also inhent 
the kingdom, for Oenomaus had no other child, Pelops 
came to Ehs, and Oenomaus told him, as he had told 
the others, that he must be prepared to race wnth him, 
and fixed the race for the following day The kmg had 
outrun many swifter horses than those of Pelops, and 
if the hen had not set to work cunningly he must 
have lost his hfe, but he bad thought of a plan by 
which he might get the better of the king, if he could 
secure the help of the man to whom was entrusted the 
care of the horses and chariot of Oenomaus He 
watched until this man took the horses to bathe in the 
river, and he followed him there to ha\ e an opportunity 
of speakmg to him privately and promised him a great 
reward if, on the nest day, he would leave out some 
necessary part of the kmg’s eqmpment, so that he 
might be delayed m the race Oenomaus was such a 
cruel master that his servants had no love for him, 

and the man promised Pelops that he wonld help him 
to win 

The next day, many people came to the open space 
outside the city where the race was to be run They 
felt sorry for the hero, for his horses were far less 
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BtroEg and spirited tlian those of the king, which 
pawed the ground with impatience, and snuffed the air 
in their eagerness to set out. Oenomaus told hia 
daughter to get onto the chariot with Pelops, and 
when he had the beautiful maiden sitting by his side, 
Pelops felt how happy he would be if he could obtain 
her for his wife, and he urged on his horses with all bis 
nught. Meanwhile Oenomaus took a sacrificial kmfe 
and killed a ram, and then he laid a part of the flesh 
in the flame of the fire that burnt on the altar, and 
prayed to the gods to enable him to get the better of 
Pelops and kill him. "^Tien the sacrifice was ended, he 
t^ounted his chariot, with the rems in his left hand 
and a sharp-pointed lance in his right hand The 
moment he shook the rems, the horses started off at 
their utmost speed, and the chariot could not be seen 
for the dust that it raised. He came close to Pelops, 
and raised his lance to smite him. But the unfaithful 
servant had taken out the nails which prevent the 
wheel from slipping off the axle, and just as Oenomaus 
was oveitaktug the other chariot, the wheel rolled on 
one side, an^ the chariot turned over The kmg was 
thrown out, and he fell upon a stone and was killed 
instantly 

So Pelops was the victor, and the sentence of the 
Oracle was fulfilled As soon as the beautiful Hippo- 
damia had ended her mourning for her father, she was 
married to Pelops, who became king of Ebs and ruled 
the country well and wisely. Long after his death the 
Greeks still remembered bun, and named the great 
pemnsula in which Ebs hes, Peloponnesus, or e 
Island of Pelops 
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Niobe was the daughter of Tantalus, and the wife oi 
Iting Amphjon, who by means of bis singing andr 
playing had built a wall round Thebes ' She and he/ 
husband were rich and prosperous, but beyond all thf ir 
other treasures they prized their twehe noble fJid 
beautiful children There were oix sons and ,six 
daughters, and they were the pnde of Niobe’s heirt. 

e looked down upon all other women because they 
v^re none of them so fortunate ns herself, and once 
^ tbfit she was supenor to the 

nrL ) children, 

nnri ^ ^ ^ ad six times that number Leto heard this 

herpLl^ ihe^quic^ and went weeping to 

were venr . ° goddess Artemis, and they 

and resoWear^nnth h!r t IZ 

wre^lmg Z7h "ofe °'’L'"Th “ 

wrestling as heoomesToimwt? «>ey were skiUed in 

y g heroes, and the mother and 

' Seep 59 
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Bisters were standing by, watching them All at once 
one of the youths groaned, sank down, and died He 
had been hit by one of the arrows of Apollo, which 
were invisible and deadly, killing instantly whoever 
was struck by them The mother, brothers and ^sisters 
gathered round the youth, unable to beheve that he 
was dead, when suddenly a maiden sank upon her 
knees, licavcd_n sigh, and died also She had been hit 
by one of the arrows of Artemis, which were invisible 
like those of Apollo. Son after son, and daughter after 
daughter fell, killed by the unseen arrows, and Niobe 
knew that this was a punishment for her pride The 
youth who was first struck down was not yet cold when 
the only one of all her children left to Niobe was the 
youngest daughter, whom she loved best of all. The 
bttle girl had always found protection in her mother’s 
lap, and now, when the fear that she must die like her 
brothers and sisters came over her, she ran to her mother 
and clung to her knees for shelter Niobe took her up 
in her arms, and wrapping her veil round her as if it 
could shield her from the unsec^n enemy, she looked up 
to heaven and cned from her inmost soul, • Spare 
me but this one ' ’ But at that moment she felt her 
daughter convulsed in her arms, and the last of her 
children was dead 

There was great distress throughout the city. Kmg 
Amphion tore his hair and threw himself on the earth 
with frantic cries of gnef, and the citizens wept and 
lamented. But Niobe shed no tears, no word of sorrow * 
came out of her mouth She kept her eyes fixed on 
the ground, still claspmg her youngest daughter to her 

G 
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breast, while the other corpses lay around her Night 
came on and the others went away into the house, but 
Niobe remained standmg in the starhght amongst her 
dead children, and when the people came back in the 
mormng they found that she had turned to stone 



xxrn. 


MELEAGEE AND ATALANTA. 

King Oeneds lived m the city of Calydon with his wife 
Althaea, and they had already several children when 
another little son was bom to them. When the child 
was about seven days old, his mother awoke one mght 
and saw a fire burning on the hearth, and by the fire 
three women standing, who were taUer and statelier 
than any women she had ever seen before : they were 
the three Fates, who are the goddesses that decide 
whether the hves of men shall be brightened by hap- 
piness or made heavy with misfortune One of them 
said, ‘ I gift this child with bravery.’ The second said, 

‘ I bestow upon him a generous heart.’ The third said, 
‘I grant him hfe until the day when this firebrand 
shall be burnt to ashes ’ Then they aU disappeared, 
andAlthaea at once got up and took the piece of stick 
from the fire, and put out the flame by pouring water 
upon it Then she stowed it away in the chest where 
she kept her most precious treasures The parents 
named their child Meleager, and he grew up to be a 
strong and noble youth, fond of the chase and of war 
After Meleager had become a man, it happened one 
year that King Oeneus raised a number of altars of 
green turf in the fields at harvest time, and placed on 
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each altar Eome of the com that was fiist cut, in order 
to show his gratitude to the gods for having caused the 
fruits of the earth to grow and npen j every god and every 
goddess had an altar except Artemis the goddess of the 
chase, who was forgotten. She was very angry with the 
kmg on account of this, and sent a fierce wild boar to 
destroy his laud. This boar was much larger than any 
other that had ever been seen, and he had two long 
pointed tusks which made him very frightful to look 
at. He roamed about the country, and wherever he 
found a newly-sown field he tore up the ground and 
laid it waste, and he ripped open the young trees with 
his tusks, and broke m among the flocks, kilhng men 
and cattle He was so fierce and powerful that no 
hunter had courage to attack him, and at last the enl 
became so serious that the kmg sent messengers to a 
number of heroes to ask them to come to Calydon, and 
all set out together to hunt the boar. All who were 
summoned promised to come, and at the appomted 
time they assembled at Calydon. There came also a 
maiden who was armed vuth a huntmg-spear, and who 
would not play with the long’s daughters, hut said she 
wished to go to the hunt with the heroes 

The maiden’s name was Atalanta, and she had a 
stmnge history. She was the child of a long and queen 
who had wished veiy much to have a htUe son, and had 
begged the gods to send them one Instead of this, 
however, a girl was bom to them, and the father was 
BO angry that he commanded his servants to take the 
child to a mountam that was clothed with foreste, and 
cave it there to be devoured by wild beasts For a 
mght and a day the child lay m the forest, and it was 
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nearly dead of stanTition when a she-bear came by, who 
drooped her head sadly because her little cubs had 
been taken from her by some hunters The child was 
frightened nt the great black beast and began to ciy, 
but the bear looked kindly at it, .nid when she saw 
what bright eyes the baby had, she growled gently and 
licked it with her warm tongue. Soon the child forgot 
its fear, and when the bear put her full udder to 
its month, it began to suck, for it was hungry and 
thirsty ; and from that time the bear came again every 
day and gave it food and played with it After 
some time had passed, it happened that some hunters 
came up the mountain in pursuit of a deer, and one 
of them m bending back a bush caught sight of the 
beautiful little girl, who was lying on the grass playing 
with flowers He took her up and called to the other 
hunters to come and look at her, and they were so de- 
hghted at finding her that they let the deer escape. 
One of them earned her home in his arms, and they 
were as well satisfied as if they had had a most 
guccessful chase The house where the hunters hved 
was in the midst of the green-wood, and they made a 
soft bed for the child, and fed her with sweet milk 
At first she cned continually, for she missed her hear 
sadly, but the hunters played with her and were sc- 
land to her that she soon became happy again The 
hunters named her Atalanta, and when she grew 
bigger, they took her with them when they went out 
hunting Atalanta enjoyed roaming through the woods 
and running after the wild animals more than anything 
else, and she let the hunters have no peace till they 
gave her a spear of her own Her feet became swift and 
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her arms strong, and she killed many animals and was 
a very skilful himtress, but ivhenever a she-bear came 
across her path she took great care to do her no harm. 
She was taller and stronger than other maidens, and at 
the same time very beautiful When she heard of the 
hunt that King Oeneus had proclaimed, she at once set 
out for Calydon, expecting greatly to enjoy the dangerous 
chase 


King Oeneus entertained the heroes for nine days, 
and they amused themselves with feasts and all lands 
of games The tenth day was fixed for the hunt, and 
it was agreed that whoever should kill the boar was to 
receive the skin and the head as the prize of honour 
There were present, however, some brothers of Queen 
Althaea who were ill-mannered and discourteous, and 
who said that Atalanta should not go with them, for 
that it would be a disgrace to them all their lives if 
they went out huutmg with a woman , but Meleager 
had conceived a great love for Atalanta, and would not 
allow her to be forbidden So she set out with the 
ethers for the forest where the hoar had his lair They 
were attended by their servants, who roused the wild 
iTiii ^ ^ ^ &f^t clapping with their hands, 

f ^ middle of 

among the 

t remomed in the middle of the open 
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from and ripped open tlie bodj of the hero with his 
tnshsj so that he was soon l3’ing dead in a pool of his 
own blood. Afler this he spied another hero, and n*ith 
him it fared no better than with the first. Then another 
hero .aimed at him, but he shot too high, and the speai 
hit one of his fnends and pierced him through , so three 
hies were already sacrificed, and yet the boar had not 
lost a drop of blood. It was now the turn of Atalanta 
to throw her spear, and she hit the wild boar in the 
back causing the blood to gush out, then someoneelse 
hit him in the eye, and at last the sjiear of Meleager 
pierced his side at a vital spot and inflicted a mortal 
wound He could no longer stand up, and was obhged 
to vent his fuiy on the innocent earth, and after rolhng 
about in great pain for a little while, he dieo 

The heroes cut off his head, and severed his skin 
from his body and gave it to Meleager as the prize of 
honour, because it was he who had given the wild boar 
his death-wound. But Meleager said, ‘Atalanta was 
the first to hit the beast,’ and he presented her with 
the prize as a txiken of love and regard The skin made 
in truth n splendid mantle, reaching from the maiden’s 
shoulder right down to her feet, and as she stood in the 
forest, radiant with beauty, with the skin thrown over 
her left shoulder, and with the bleeding head in one 
band while in the other she held her hunting-speai, 
she looked like the goddess Artemis returning from the 
chase But the brothers of Queen Althaea who had 
wished to prevent Atalanta from going out hunting 
with them, were greatly annoyed, and they spoke 
rudely to her and snatched away the pnze from her 
This made Meleager very angry, and a violent quarrel 
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took place, in wluch ]\Ieleager drew his sword and slew 
hiB uncles he was quickly roused to anger, and they 
had provoked him beyond his power of endurance, but 
as soon as they were dead he felt very sorry for his 
mother’s sake, for he knew that she was very fond of 
her brothers, unmannerly fellows though they were 
The servants made biers out of green branches and 
laid the dead men upon them, and they all, both heroes 
and servants, went back together into the city. 

But a man who had taken the part of the two 
brothers went on in front to the palace and told 
the queen that her brothers had been murdered by 
Jfeleager Then the queen’s sorrow passed all bounds, 
and she wept and tore her hair. It was the custom at 
that time, that if a man was murdered his relations 
should avenge his death upon the murderer, as this 
was considered a way of doing honour to his memory, 
and in the first burst of her resentment she fetched 
the piece of stick on which the life of Meleager de- 
pended, and threw it into a fire that happened to be 
burning on the hearth The flames gradually consumed 
it, and as the last spark went out, Meleager, who was 
on bis way home with the other heroes, fell down dead 
By the tune the queen heard that her son was dead 
however, lier anger had already passed away, and she 
was filled with unspeakable remorse for having cut 
short his hfe She did not weep as she had wept 
before, but she felt that she conld not bear to live any 
longer, and she went into her bed-chamber and hanged 
herself "When this was known, everyone was deeply 
gneved , the old king would not leave his room, and 
for a long tune refused to eat or dnnk, and the heroes 
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dispersed to their homes without canng to stay for the 
hunting feast 

Atalanta went back to her forest leaving the skin 
of the boar behind her She would have had no 
pleasure in keeping it, for it would always have re- 
minded her of the death of Meleager She roamed 
about the forest as before from morning till night, and 
was never so happy as when she was among the green 
trees Now the fame of her beauty had spread far and 
wide, and many noble suitors came to ask for her hand 
But she did not wish to marry, and as her suitors would 
not leave off pressing her, she said that anyone who 
liked might race with her, and if he won he should be 
her husband, but if she overtook him he must die 
Many of her lovers lost their lives in this way, for 
though Atalanta always gave a good start, she very 
soon came up with the suitor and stabbed him m the 
back with her hunting-spear 

After a time, however, a man named Milanion re- 
solved to try his chance He was beloved by the god- 
dess Aphrodite on account of his great beauty, and she 
was unwillmg that he should lose his hfe like the rest, so 
she gave him three golden apples and told him how to 
make use of them He hid them in the folds of his 
dress, and as soon as he heard Atalanta coming up 
behind him, he took out one of the apples and threw 
it down on the ground where it glittered so beauti- 
fully in the sunshine that Atalanta could not resist 
stooping to pick it up Milanion thus gained a minute, 
and the next time he found that she was close 
behmd him he threw down the second apple, and again 
Atalanta allowed him to escape while she stopped for 
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it. A third tune the same thing happened when they 
were at a very short distance from the goal, and thus 
Milamon reached it first and won the race, and Atalanta 
became his wife and went home with him And he was 
such a noble hero that she never repented of having 
allowed herself to be conquered by the golden apples. 



91 


XXIV 

ADMETUS A2a) ALCESTIS 

Apollo once displeased Zens bj acting against bis 
isheS) and the king of tbe gods said that for a punish- 
ment he mnst serve a mortal for the space of a year, 
and that the mortal must not know him to be a god, 
but must treat him like any other slave So Apollo 
enteied the service of the young kmg Admetus, who 
made him the keeper of his flocks Admetus was a 
good master, and Apollo found himself well cared for 
He repaid the kindness he received by making the 
flocks prosper and increase till there were none like 
them in the whole country Admetus had never had 
sucb a good herdsman, and he treated him even better 
than his other servants When the year had passed, 
Apollo told him who he was, and said that if ever 
Admetus was in need and prayed to him, he would 
come and help him Then Apollo went back to Olym- 
pus, and Admetus had another herdsman, but ApoUo 
still blessed the flocks, so that they continued to 
prosper. 

Time passed by and Admetus wished to marry, and 
he travelled through tbe country seeking for the fairest 
and noblest woman in the land to be his wife He 
heard that no one could compare with Alcestis, the 
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daughter of King Pelias, and he went to her father 
and asked to he allowed to many her But the king 
said that his daughter was not to he won so easily, and 
that whoever wanted her for his wife must come and 
sue for her m a chariot drawn by a lion and a wild 
boar Admetus was a brave hero and a skilled hunts- 


man, but his heart sank when he heard this, for he 
feared he should never be able to procure such a team, 
and train the animals to serve Viito Then he re- 
membered how Apollo had promised to help hm} m 
the tune of need, and he prayed to him, and Apollo 
came and asked what he wanted When he had been 


told what it was, he went into the forest with Admetus, 
and gave chase to a lion whom he caught and held fast 
by the mane, although the hon roared horribly and 
tried to snap at him with his great jaws. Presently 
he spied a boar and pursued him also, making the 
hon run by his side , and when he had caught the hoar, 
he grasped him by the ear and dragged him along too, 
so that he had the hon on one side of him and the 
boar on the other The wdd animals looked at each 
ot er angrily and tried to bite one another, but Apollo 
would not let them do so. He brought them out of 
^ j harnessed them to a magnificent chariot, 

an e ad a goad with which he pricked them when- 
ever they tned to hurt one another, until at last they 
wore tame and obedient to the rein Admetus how- 
mer would not have been able to keep them under 
control, so Apollo drove them himself, and thus Ad- 
metus amved at the pakace of Kmg Pehas with the 
for hi.chanoteer, and with the team that the long 
required, and a second tune asked for his daughter’s 
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Lnnd in mamage The king could no longer lefuse, 
and when he had promised that Admefcus should have 
the beautiful AlccsLis for his vnfe, Apollo drove back 
int-o the forest and released the two wild animals 
Soon afterwards the wedding was celebrated m the 
palace with great magnificence, and Apollo was one of 
the guests. As a wedding-iiresent, he brought a pro- 
mise from the goddesses of Fate, that if e\ er Admetus 
were sick and in danger of death and one of his 
nearest relations would consent to die mstead of him, 
the hfc thus offered would be accepted instead of the 
life of Admetus, and he would become well ugam 
Admetus and Alcestis loved each other dearly, and 
lived happily together for many years But after some 
time had passed, Admetus was smitten with a sore 
sickness, and ei erj’onc said that he must die unless his 
life could be saied according to the promise of Apollo 
The people thought that as his father and mother were 
now lery old and could not hope to live much longer 
in any case, they would be willing to die instead of 
Admetus j but they loved hfe more than they loved 
their son, and would not part with it until they were 
obhged Then the beautiful Alcestis went mto her 
chamher and prayed to the gods that they would 
allow her to give up her hfe to save her husband, 
and when she bad ended her prayer, she lay down 
on the bed and died At the same moment Admetus 
became suddenly well, and was able to stand up and 
walk about He did not know how it was that he 
had been so quickly cured until he went into the 
chamber of Alcestis, and saw her lymg dead upon the 
couch , then he imderstood how it was, but he felt that 
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he 'Would much rather have died himself AU through 
the palace there was loud lamentation, for all the house- 
hold loved Alcestis dearly because she was so good and 
kmd to them. Admetus would not leave her couch, 
but sat be&ide it holding her cold band, which waa 
ever wet •with his tears Night came on, and morning 
dawned again, but he gave no heed to it, and the corpse 
had already become qmte cold — when suddenly it began 
to grow -warm ogam, and presently Alcestis heaved a 
deep sigh, opened her eyes, and was once mor^ ahve 
Never before had such a wonder taken place, and 
this was how it came to pass "VNTien Alcestis died, 
her shade passed into the Lower "^A'orld, and the Shadow- 
Leader, who conducted the dead thither, told the queen 
of the Lower World the reason of her death. So many 
shadows came mto their dominiouB who had had a sad 
end, that the gods of the Lower World had at last es- 
hausted all their pity, and ceased to weep for them. 
But when the queen heard how Alcestis had died in 
the full bloom of her youth and beauty in order that 
Admetus rmght live, she was deeply moved, and com- 
manded the Shadow-Leader to take her back to the 
Upper World and restore her to life 

So Alcestis awoke to life again, and she lived with 
her husband m happiness and prospenty for many 
years after this, gods and men united to do them 
honour, and when at last Alcestis died m a good old 
age, Admetus did not long survive her 
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There -was once a king of Argos called Acnsius, who 
had an only daughter Her name was Danae and she 
was very beautiful, but the Oiacle said that she would 
have a son through whom Acnsius would lose his hfe 
This brightened Acnsius very much, and he had a large 
brazen room made for Danae to hve m under the earth, 
where she had everything she wished for, but she was 
never allowed to see the hght of day, nor any man. 
Her father thought he would thus be able to pre- 
vent her from marrying secretly and having a son, and 
for a time everything went on according to his wishes. 
But Zeus, the kmg of the gods, loved Danae, and he 
one day changed himself into a beautiful golden shower 
of rain, whose shining drops fell down thiough the 
brazen roof Thus Zeus was manned to Danae, and 
not long afterwards she had a son Acnsius was very 
angry, and he had the- mother and son shut up in a 
wooden chest and cast mto the sea. 

The chest was tossed about on the waves, and floated 
far away On the third day it reached an island, and 
there happened to be a man on the shore fishmg, who 
was the brother of the king of the island He drew 
the chest to land and forced open the hd, and when he 
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Ba^v tlie lovely voman and her child inside it, he took 
them, just as they verej into the house to «how them to 
the king his brother, who promised to protect them 
and treat them kindly. Acnsius thought they had 
penshed in the sea, but they were safe on the island, 
and Danae was quite happy in taking care of her son, 
whom she named Perseus. In the course of tune, 
Perseus grew up to be a young man, and he was beauti- 
ful and brave and strong. 

The king of the island wanted to ha\c Danae for 
his wife, but she did not wish to many him. Then 
the king thought that if it were not for Perseus he 
might compel her to do so, and he sought to find some 
excuse for sending Perseus away on a far journey. 
So one day he called his fnends together, and Perseus 
among the rest He told them that he was going to 
sue for a bnde, and that he wished each of them to 


bring him some present to offer to her father , for it 
was the custom in those days that anyone who wanted 
to win a bnde should give costly presents to the father 
of the lady he wished to marry They all agreed to do 
as the king desired, and he asked most of his friends to 
give him splendid horses, but from Perseus be demanded 


a gift that would invoUe a diflacult and dangerous 
journey to a distant land At the far end of the world 
there hved three sisters called Gorgons, who instantly 
turned to stone everyone that looked at them , the 
only one of the three who was mortal was called 
Medusa, and the king commanded Perseus to bring bun 
her head, hopi^ that he would pensh in the attempt. 

Perseus had no fear, and at once set out in quest 
of the Gorgon’s head There were three nymphs who 
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had three precious things without which it would have 
been useless for him to try and ohtam it, but no one 
knew where these nymphs were to he found except the 
three Grey Sisters, who lived in a lonely place far 
away from any inhabited land, and who would never 
reveal the secret unless they were compelled to do so. 
They were the sisters of the Gorgons, and had been 
quite grey ever since their birth, and they had only 
one tooth and one eye between them, which they used 
in turns. Perseus went to the cavern where the Grey 
Sisters hved, and watched fall one of them took out the 
eye and the tooth to pass them to her sister, when he 
sprang forward and snatched them out of her hand, 
and said that he would not give them back fall they 
told him where the nymphs hved So they were 
obhged to tell him, and then he gave them back their 
eye and tooth, and went on to the nymphs who were 
land to him and gave him the three precious things. 
These were, — first, a pouch in which to place the head 
of Medusa after he had cut it off ; secondly, a pair of 
sandals which enabled anyone who put them on to fly 
through the air ; and, thirdly the helmet of Pluto, 
which made whoever wore it invisible. The gods loved 
Perseus because he was so brave, and Hermes came 
down to earth and gave him a sickle of very sharp steel 
with which to cut off the head of the Gorgon Perseus 
put on the sandals, and taking the other things with 
him, he flew to the great stream Oceanus which en- 
circles the world There was a rooky island m the 
middle of the stream covered nnth rank weeds and full 
of serpents, and here the Gorgons hved m a cave 
When Perseus reached them it was about noonday, and 

H 



98 


MTTHS of HELLAS 


they vrere asleep They were larger than mortal 
women, and had great teeth like tusKs and brazen 
hands and golden wings, and they had live snakes 
twmed among their hair, and everyone who looked at 
them was turned to stone. Perseus heard them snor- 
ing, and he went mto the cave on bp-toe so as not to 
wake them He was obhged to go backwards, for if he 
had looked at them he would have been turned to stone , 
but he had a pohshed shield which he held up before 
him as a mirror, and he could see them m the mirror 
without bemg harmed They had stretched them- 
selves out m a row, and lay asleep leaning one agamst 
the other , ]\Iedusa was smaller than the others, and by 
this he was able to recogmse her. Her head was rest- 
mg on a stone, and Perseus held up the shield before 
her and cut through her neck with the sickle fall 
the head fell off, and then he took it up, put it into 
the pouch without looking at it, and flew away. But 
the bleeding trunk still palpitated, and the other two 
Gorgons awoke and saw it, and they darted out of the 
ca\em after Perseus, that they might seize him aud 
t^r him to pieces with their iron claws. They flew 
ough the air looking for him, and they had sharp 
ej es with which they could see to a great distance, but 
ey could not find Perseus because he had on the 
, Pluto which made him invisible, and were 

> P 0 return without him Perseus was mean- 
I e on his way home with the dead head m his 
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and veiy proud of her beauty, and every day she went 
down to the sea that she might have the pleasure of 
looking at her picture in the water. One day she said 
that she was more beautiful than the sea-nymphs, and 
the nymphs heard it and were so angry with her that 
they begged Poseidon, the sea-god, to punish her for 
her pride. Then Poseidon created a huge monster 
vhich came up every day out of the sea and wasted 
the land, devouring men and cattle, so that there was 
great distress among the people. They asked the Oracle 
what they should do, and the Oracle said that they must 
give the king’s daughter to the monster to devour, and 
then he would not come again any more. The king’s 
daughter was called Andromeda, and she was beautiful 
like her mother, but she was not vain of her beauty, 
and the king and queen loved her very dearly She 
was their only child, and they chenshed her as their 
most precious treasure, and refused to give her up to 
be food for the liomble monster. But at last they 
were obliged to consent to this, and the day came when 
Andromeda was to be taken to a rock in the sea and 
bound fast with iron chains, so that she could not run 
away when the monster came to devour her The kmg 
and queen wept bitterly, and many people followed 
them to the shore, weeping also. 

They had just reached the rock when Perseus also 
approached it, and he took the helmet off his head so 
that he could be seen, and asiced why the beautiful 
princess was to be chained there They told him every- 
thmg, and he said that if they would promise to let 
him have Andromeda for his wife, he would undertake 
to kill the monster and deliver hei The king had 
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already proimsed Androineda in mamage to a brother 
of his named Phinens, but though she was m such 
great penl, Phineus did not trouble himself much about 
it, and had no mtention of nskmg his hfe for her 
Perseus, however, felt very differently, he longed to 
have her for his wife, and the parents piomised him 
that if he slew the monster he should be their son-in- 
law Soon afterwards the monster appeared, nsmg up 
from the bottom of the sea, and makmg great waves as 
he swam along Perseus waited tdl he came near the 
shore, and then flew down and struck him a mighty 
blow on the neck with his sword The monster 
snapped at him with his great jaws, but Perseus had 
already flown high above him mto the air, and before 
he could look round he had received another wound, 
and he lashed his tad m fury toll the water was qmte 
red with his blood, but he could not reach Perseus who 
flew round him and struck him agam and again, tdl at 
last he bled to death 


en there was great joy among the people . the 
c ams were taken off from Andromeda, and the king 
^ queen kissed her, feekng as if she had been raised 
^ m t e dead They went back mto the city, and 
‘'Talked by the side of Andromeda who hked 
Hi ^ appearance of the brave and noble hero On 
rnamage took place, and they 
PhineuR^ danced and sang and feasted. 

at tbp -hpJ f f ^ “to the had of the palace 

that he would LTf® servants, and said 

for that Andromeda 

ad been promised to him, and 



PJbaiSEUS 


lol 


ought to be his ^ufe. Then a struggle took place on 
the hall, and Perseus slew several of the servants, but 
they were twenty to one, and it was no fair fight. At 
lost Perseus cried out with a loud voice, * Let all who 
are on my side turn away their faces,’ and then he 
thrust his hand into the pouch, drew forth the head 
of Medusa, and held it out towards Phineus and hi'! 
servants In a moment every one of them was turned 
to stone 

The long gave Perseus a beautiful ship, in which 
he sailed with Andromeda to the island where his 
mother was He found her in sore distress, for the 
king of the island had tned to compel her to many 
him, and she had fled for refuge to the altar. Those 
who took refuge at an altar were under the protection 
of the gods as long as they remained there, and no one 
dared to touch them ; but the king commanded that no 
one should bnng Danae anythmg to eat, and he placed 
watchmen aU round to see that his orders were obeyed, 
for he thought that when she was absolutely starving 
she would be compelled to leave the altar, and then he 
would be able to seize her and make her his wife But 
at this moment Perseus amved at the island in his 
ship, and when he heard where his mother was, he 
went to her, and she told him everything, which made 
him veiy angry. The treacherous king heard that 
Perseus had come back, and he was afraid, and sum- 
moned his servants to go with him to the altar to kill 
Perseus Then Perseus again drew forth the head of 
Medusa and turned them all to stone, and he gave the 
longdom to the long’s brother, who had always been 
kind to Danae. 
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Danae had a great lo\c for her father, although he 
had thruBt her away from him, and as Perseus also 
vnehed very much to see his grandfather, they deter- 
mined to pay him a i isit, and they sailed trllh An- 
dromeda to Argos m the ship that Cepheus had guen 
them. But ivhen the old Acnsius heard that his 


daughter and her son ncre coming, ho ivas afraid, 
for he remembered iihat the Orncic had said, and he 
left the country, telling no one uherc he was going; so 
that when the ship re iched Argos, Acnsius was not 
there And as i( hajiiiened Ihat a nch king had 
lately died, and that games were to be celebrated in his 
honour, Perseus thought he would go and take part in 
the games, foi anyone could go that hked, and those 
who did best would rccenc prizes by which their 
names would become knoim and honoured tliroughont 
Greece Acnsius also went to the g.imc«, for lie wanted 
to sec what was going on, and he thought that there 
e would surely be safe from his grandson No one 
knew who Perseus was, but he excelled all olhrrsnnd 
won t e best pnzes One of the things they did was to 
yw 0 could throw tarthest a plate of stone called a 

J'^Gt going to take his turn atthrow- 
mt « a ®^kPed out of his hand, and fly- 

him ^ Acnsius on the head and killed 

meet his Acnsius was ummngto 

was escaping from^r 

he heArd flint t ^ ^meus was \ ery sorrowful when 

whom he had hill'd a king of Aigos, 
brought to Aran ^ *\^°^enlally, and he had the corpse 

great magnificence 

S now his, hut he could never 
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forget that he had killed his grandfatherj and this made 
the countiy so distasteful to him that he "was glad to 
exchange vnth another king \rho ruled over the cities 
of Mycenae and Tuyns 

Perseus gave the three precious things by means of 
which he had obtained the head of Medusa, to Hermes, 
lo be returned to the nymphs, and the Gorgon’s head 
he presented to the goddess Athene, who fastened it to 
her shield. He bved honoured and esteemed to the 
end of his days, and his wife Andiomeda bore him 
many beautiful children, j 
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I. The Wm with the Tcleboac. 

PEnsEDS bad been dead a long time, and bis son 
Electryon wbo succeeded biin as king was already an 
old man, wben a dispute arose between bim and a 
nephew of bis named Pterelaus Ptcrclaus was king 
of the Teleboae, wbo lived on6c\eral islands, and he 
inamtained that he had a better right to the cities of 
Mycenae and Tiryns than Electryon, because be was 
descended from tlio eldest son of Persons So one day 
be sent bis sons, and many of the Tcloboao with them, 
in ships to Mycenae, and told them to say to Electryon 
that he must be prepared to surrender the kingdom 
Electryon was very angry, and sent the Teleboae an ay 
without paying any attention to their message They 
left the city, but on their way back to tlioir ships they 
came upon the king’s droves of cattle which were 
ten ed by his sons and servants, and they began to 
g t inth them The fight did not stop till all the 
sons 0 ectryon but one were killed, and also all 
6 sons of Pterelaus, except one who had remained 

Sr >‘»a talea no port m the 

Tho Toleboao had ho«,or rattor tbo test 
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of it, and those of them who were left drove the cattle 
to their ships and sailed away Some time afterwards 
it happened that Electryon got back his cattle, for the 
Teleboae had given them as a present to a king who 
paid them to him for ransom ; but the cattle could not 
make up for the loss of his sons for whom he grieved 
bitterly, and he determined to be revenged on Ptere- 
laiis and told his servants to prepare to start with bun 
for the islands of the Teleboae. 

There was at that time at Mycenae a young hero 
named Amphitryon, who had come to ask for the hand 
of Electryon’s daughter Alcmene in marriage, and it 
was arranged that he should have charge of the king- 
dom dunng the absence of Electryon. But one day, 
just before the king was to start on his 'expedition, it 
happened that he was overlooking his flocks with 
Amphitryon, when the young hero threw his stick at 
a cow that was leaving the herd, and the stick bounded 
back by accident from the cow’s horns and hit the aged 
Electryon on the head, so that he was lolled mstantly. 
Amphitryon was obliged to leave the kmgdom on ac- 
count of this unmtentional murder, and he went to 
Thebes, where King Creon purged him from the stam 
of blood by means of numerous sacrifices. Dunng his 
absence, however, a brother of Electryon, named 
Sthenelus, contrived to gam possession of the kmgdom 
for himself, and to banish thetwo children of Electryon, — 
his daughter Alcmene, and the one son who had not been 
killed by the Teleboae They were obbged to give way 
to Sthenelus, who was stronger than they, and came to 
hve in Thebes where Amphitryon was, but Alcmene 
' 3did that though she loved him she would never marry 
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him till he had avenged the murder of her brothers. 
Amphitryon accordingly prepared to march against the 
Telehoae, and sought to find brave heroes who would 
consent to go with him 


He first of all asked IHngCreon for his help, but Creoa 
was 311st then in great trouble at home, for a fox had 
for some time taken up his abode in the fortress Cad- 
mea, and had devoured numbers of people; he was' 
under the protecbon of the gods, and it had been 
decreed by the Fates that he should never be caught 
So the Thebans, findmg that they could not get nd of 
him, had made a truce with him by which they agreed 
to give him a boy every month to devour, and on this 
condition he spared the rest of the people Creon 
therefore prormsed to go with Amphitryon if he would 
first help him to dehver the country from the temble 
fox. Now Amphitryon had heard that there was a 
wonderful dog m Athens which was also imder the 


protection of the gods, and that it had been decreed 
at nothmg that he pursued could ever escape him , so 
e went to the hero who owned the dog, and promised 
m a share of the spoil which he hoped to bnng back 
from the islands of the Teleboae if he would lend him the 
og or a tune, and the hero agreed to do so Amphi- 
y 00k the dog back to Thebes and set out with 
fncf ^ after him as 

or nftiA Thebans thought that now one 

for trii ^ prophecies must prove false , either the 
thp ° iiever to be caught would be overtaken, or 
bafflprl° ^ f ■Qover to pursue in vain would be 

' Ot capping at turn, they both 
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remained motionless, and the Thebans sa-w that they 
had been turned to stone. 

Theu Creon said that he ivas quite Trilling to ac- 
company Amphitryon, and the hero of Athens agreed to 
go also, and many other heroes, and they all embarked 
for the islands of the Teleboae, but they could not con 
quer ICing Pterelaus, for he had many soldiers and kneTv 
Tvell the art of war. The daughter of Pterelaus, hoirever, 
had seen Amphitryon from the city TvaUs and had con- 
ceived a great love for him Tvhich made her secretly 
sorry Tvhen the Teleboae conquered, and glad Tvhen one 
day they vere the losers ; and she resolved to betray 
her father and her felloTV-citizens mto the hands of 
Amphitryon, because she thought that if she helped 
him to gam the victory, he Tvonld feel grateful to her 
and would make her his wife Now Pterelaus was im- 
mortal through the good-will of Poseidon, who had 
given him a golden hair which he kept carefully hidden 
away under his grey locks, for it had the power of 
keepmg him alive But one day while he was asleep, 
his daughter came in on tiptoe, sought for the golden 
hair and pulled it out, — and immediately his breath 
stopped short, and Pterelaus was dead. 

The Teleboae could no longer resist their enemies 
now that they were deprived of the advice of their wise 
kmg, and in a short time Amphitryon had gamed pos- 
session of the chief town and of all the islands, and had 
avenged upon the Teleboae the slaughter of the sons of 
Electiyon. The daughter of Pterelaus thought that 
she would now be the wife of Amphitryon, but thmgs 
turned out veiy differently from her expectations, for 
as soon as Amphitryon saw her. he drew his sword and 
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stabbed her, he knew that she had killed her father, 
but he did not know why she had done so. Then the 
heroes earned the booty to their ships and sailed away 
home 


2, The Bvrth and Youth of Heracles. 

Alcmene was so veiy beautiful that Zeus, the long 
of the gods, loved her, and when Amphitryon was far 
away with the other heroes, Zeus took his form and 
went to Alcmene He acted and spoke just like 
Amphitryon, and told her all about the battles and 
how they had won the nctoiy, and he even showed her 
the helmets and shields of the Teleboae, for he had 
made Hermes, the messenger of the gods, steal them 
from the booty of Amphitryon Alcmene had no sus- 
picion that it was any other than her lover who had 
come back after fulfilhng her wishes with regard to the 
Teleboae and she promised to marry him that veiy 
day , and Zeus kissed her and became her husband 
Some time after this, Amphitryon returned to Thebes 
and was very much astonished when Alcmene told him 
that she Had already been married to him They could 
not understand it, and asked the seer Tiresias what it 
meant He told them that it was Zeus in the form of 
Amphitryon who had been with Alcmene, and the 
Theban women thought it was a great honour for her 
to have been married for a time to the kmg of the 
gods The wedding was now celebrated over again, 
and all the heroes who had been to the war with the 
Teleboae feasted with Amphitryon and Alcmene till far 
into the night Some tune afterwards, Alcmene had 
two children whom she named Heracles and Iphicles, 
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one was the son of Zeus, and the other the son of Am- 
phitryon There was no difficulty m knowing which 
was the child of the god, for Heracles was far bigger 
than such young children usually are. Gods and men 
took pleasure in the fine strong child, all but the god- 
dess Hera, who hated him, and even before his birth 
began to do aU she could to mjure him Zeus bad 
decreed that the next child bom of the race of Perseus 
should rule over the cities of klycenae and Tiryns, 
thinking that this would be Heracles, for Alcmene was 
the granddaughter of Perseus , but Hera persuaded the 
goddesses who arranged about the birth of children to 
let a son of Sthenelus, Alcmene’s uncle, be bom first 
His father named him Eurystheus, and as he had been 
bom before Heracles, he became long of the two cities of 
Mycenae and Tiryns after the death of Sthenelus 
Heracles was about eight months old, when one 
mommg, just fis it was begmnmg to grow hght, Hera 
sent two great snakes into the room where he was 
sleeping, near the bed of Alcmene, m one of the shields 
which Amphitryon had brought back from the country 
of the Teleboae as part of the spoil The snakes crept 
mto the shield and began to twme themselves round 
the child Just then Alcmene woke, and she jumped 
up and ran to call the people of the house to kill the 
snakes, though she was afraid it was even then too late, 
and that the child must have aheady been crushed to 
death by them. But when she came back with the 
others, she saw Heracles sittmg up m the shield and 
holding one of the snakes in each hand ; he had seized 
them each by the neck, and was squeezing them so 
tight that their tongues were hanging out, and very 
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soon they were dead Then he threw them away and 
went to sleep again; and the Thebans knew that a 
mighty hero had been bom in their city 

^^^len Heracles grew older, he learned all the 
things that heroes need to know, — how to gmde the 
war-chaiiot, how to use the spear and bow, and how to 
fight with the fist and the swoid He was taught aU 
this by the noblest heroes, and also by a Centaur named 
Chiron, who, like all the Centams, had a-cunous form 
— half of their body was that of a man, and the other 
half that of a horse Chiron had been specially gifted 
with immortahty, and he was veiy wise, and taught 
Heracles many things, especially how to know the stars, 
and how to heal wounds, and he told him stones of 
the gods and of the old heroes 

Heracles could easily be distmguished from all other 
men, for when he was eighteen years old he measured 
eight feet in height, and he had marvellous strength, 
and his eyes ghttered hke coals of file He had more- 
over a generous nature, and was always ready to help 
all true and good men Amphitryon made him keeper 
of his flocks which pastured on Mount Cithaeron, and 
never before had such a lordly herdsman been seen 
It happened once that a lion took up his abode on the 
mountam, and broke in among the fl.ock8, and Heracles 
thought to himself, ‘ If I were to kill the lion, my flocks 
vrould not only he able to feed in safety, but I should 
so get a handsome skm to dress myself in ’ So he 
set out for the mountain-passes where the hon had bis 
•air, armed with nothing but a strong stick and a 
e. Yhen he came to the hon’s cave, the huge 
east sprang out upon him, but Heracles gave him a 
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good blow on tlio nose which made him stagger back, 
and when he had nearly beaten him to death with 
his stack, he fintiUy gave him a mortal blow with 
the knife. Then he sat down quietly, and cut open the 
body of the hon and took olf the skm, which he put on 
as a cloak as soon as it was dry. The jaws covered his 
head like a helmet, while the rest of the skm fell from 
his shoulders to his knees, and he twisted the fore-feet 
mto a knot over his chest m order to prevent the wind 
fi'om blowmg it off. In this fashion he came down 
from the mountain, and anyone who had seen him 
from behind would have thought that a hon had grown 
out of his shoulders. It never occurred to him, how- 
ever, that he had done anything remarkable in kilhng 
the lion 

Some tune afterwards, there came along the road 
some men who had been sent by Erginus, the king of 
the powerful Mmyae, to demand tribute from the 
Thebans. Ten years before this a Theban had thrown 
a stone at the father of Erginus and hit him on the 
head, so that he was earned home dying. Before he 
expired he charged his son to avenge his blood, and 
Ergmus made war upon the Thebans and killed a 
number of them. He had also made them give him a 
hundred cows every year for the last nine years, and the 
messengers were now on their way to fetch the tnbute 
for the tenth time Heracles asked them who they were 
and where they were going, and when he heard that 
they were the messengers of the IMinyae, his blood 
boiled so that he grew quite red m the face, for it 
angered him to think that the city of Thebes, to which 
he himsell belonged, should pay tnbute to a foreign 
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king. He told the messengers to return and nevei 
come agam, and when they refused to obey, he threw 
them on the ground, notwithstanding their numbers, 
and tied their hands behmd their backs , then he cut 
off their ears and noses, and told them to take these to 
the kmg for tribute Thus outraged, the messengers 
returned and entreated the kmg to avenge them, and 
Ergmus swore that he would not leave a man ahve in 
Thebes, nor one stone upon another But Heracles 
went to Thebes and called the citizens to arms, saymg 
that he would be their leader The gods eqmpped him 
nght glonously for the fight Hermes gave him a sword, 
Apollo a bow and arrows, Hephaestus trappings of pure 
gold, and Athene a coat of mail But a sword was too 
hght and dehcate a weapon for the powerful hand of 
Heracles, so he went out mto the forest and tore up a 
stout young oaktree, which he tnmmed and used as 
a club "When the battle began, Heracles looked, in 
companBon with the Minyae, hke a bon among a flock 
of sheep He killed Kmg Ergmus and put his army 
to flight, and obhged the Mmyae to give the Thebans 
two hundred cows every year lor the future Kmg 
Creon had a beautiful daughter named Megara, and he 
gave her to Heracles for a wife out of gratitude to 
him for havmg conquered the hlinyae 

3 The MoATness of Heracles, and his Hirst Six Labour a 

Heracles loved his wife very dearly, and the gods sent 
them three beautiful children, all of whom were sons. 
They lived a peaceful and happy bfe together, Heracles 
went out hunting and killed wild beasts, and when he 
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came home he played -with his children But Hera still 
hated him, and she one day afflicted him with such 
temble madness that in his delusion he seized his 
children and threw them into the fire, so that they 
perished miserably V/hen the madness left him he 
could hardly endure hfe, so distressed was he at what he 
had done, and he could not bear to remain m the place 
where such a misfortune had happened to him He 
left Thebes and went, first of all, to a man who knew 
how to purge him from the stain of blood ; then he be- 
took himself to Delphi and asked the Pjdhia where he 
must hve in the future The Pytiaa answered, ‘ Go to 
Mycenae and serve Kmg Eurystheus for twelve years ; 
allow him to impose upon you twelve haid Labours, and 
accomphsh these to the best of your power ’ Heracles 
was well pleased with this sentence, and was qmte willing 
to perform the most difficult tasks, even such as would 
be set him by a deadly enemy like Enrystheus who hated 
and feared him, for he thought that he would some 
day take away the kingdom from him because it had 
belonged to his own grandfather Electryon Heracles 
went to Mycenae and said to Eurystheus that he would 
serve him for the space of twelve years, and that during 
that time he would accomphsh any twelve tasks that 
Eurystheus might choose to set him. The king was 
very glad to hear this, and he at once commanded 
Heracles to bnng him the skin of the Nemean lion, 
hoping that he would pensh in trying to secure it 
The Nemean hon had his lair near the town of 
Nemea, and his fame had spread far and wide. He had 
never bled from a wound, for his skin was so thick that 
no steel could pierce it. Heracles set out in pursmt of 

1 
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the lion, and when he had found him, he shot at him 
with his bow and arrows, but they bounded off as if 
from the hardest stone Finding that the arrows were 
of no use, Heracles then attacked him with his club, 
but the hon did not care to fight with him and ran 
away into the thickest part of the forest. Heracles 
ran after him, and chased him from morning till night. 
At last he came to a great cave and ran in there 
Heracles noticed that the ca\ e had another mouth, and 
he thought to himself, ‘ If I w ere to go in after him, 
he would still be able to escape ’ So he first of all 
brought stones and blocked up one of the entrances, 
while the lion, who had neier run so far before in 
one day, lay quietly in the dark inside, tired and 
fnghtened, and then he went into the ca\e and 


wrestled with him The roaring of the hon echoed 
horribly from the walls of the cave, but Ifer.icles was 
not frightened, and he wound his arm round the neck 


of the beast and pressed him with all his might against 
his own body until he died Heracles could not take 
off his skin for he had brought no kmfe with him, 
so he hoisted the whole lion on to his shoulders, and 
went back to Jljcenae ^Vhen he threw the huge 
beast on to the ground before Eurystheus, the king 
turned pale for his bad conscience made him afraid, 
and he thought, ‘If he can strangle a lion hke this, 
he Wd certainly not find it difficult to make an end 

^ j fo perform his 

which was to destroy the LemeaB 
hifilt ' " absence he had an iron room 

Wtnnder the earth that looked hke a cage for wild 

beasts, for it had a gating of „cn bars This ,va, for 
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Eiuystlieus to get into when Heracles came back, in 
order that he might speak to him through the gratmg, 
so terribly afraid was he of the strong man 

Heracles set out in a war chariot, taking with him 
his young cousin lolaus ns his charioteer, and they 
soon came to the marshy district near the town of 
Lome, where the Hydra hved. The Hydra was a huge 
snake ^vlth one body and mne heads, the centre one of 
which was immortal. She devouied any men or beasts 
that came near her, and destroyed the fields of corn 
She had her den in a cavern close by a clear running 
stream, and when Heracles and lolaus arrived at the 
place, she was lying stretched out on the ground, for 
she had just swallowed a few cows She looked at the 
heroes with all her stanng eyes, but did not move, 
because she was not hungry However Heracles did 
not care to wait, so he threw burning javelins at her, 
which scorched her skin and made her furious with 
pain. She crept out of the cavern and ghded up a tall 
oak tree, and all her nine heads shot down venom at 
Heracles from above him But Heracles was on the 
alert; he held his club in his right hand, andtwmed his 
left arm round the Hydra just at the place where the 
ninefold neck grew out of her body, and when she lashed 
her tail about, he pressed her still more tightly against 
himself, so that she would have been only too glad to 
run away if she could. Now the Hydra had formed a 
friendship with a great lobster, and he, seeing that 
his friend was in danger, crept up to Heracles and 
scratched his foot with his claws. But he got decidedly 
the worst of it, for Heracles smote his shell with his 
club and broke it into a thousand pieces, so that the 
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poor lobster died Then Heracles heaved a mighty 
blow on one of the Hydra’s nine heads and struck it 
off, but two new heads immediately sprang from the 
bleedmg neck, and every time he smote off ahead, two 
more sprang up to replace it Heracles now saw that 
he must set to work in a different manner, so he told 
lolauB to sei. the forest on fire, and to pass a piece of 
bummg wood over each neck as soon as he had cut off 
the head In this way all the roots from which the 
heads grew were burnt away, and Heracles ivas thus able 
to kill all the heads that were mortal. The last was 


immortal, but he hewed it off also, and buried it, and 
lolled a huge stone on to the top of it. After this, there 
came a rain which extmguished the burning forest. 
Ihe gall of the Hydra was the worst poison m the 
world, so Heracles cut open the Hydra’s body and 
dipped his arrows into the gall, which made them 
absolutely deadly if a man were only scratched even, 
by an arrow poisoned in this way, he must die 

Eurystheus was m his cage when Heracles came 
back from his conflict with the Hydra, and he com- 
manded him to catch the Ceryneian hind, and bring 
ler abve to Mycenae This hind was under the pro- 
tection of Artemis the goddess of the chase, and was 
very eautiful * her coat was nulk-white, and her horns 
were o t e purest gold She could run so fast that 
e was quite out of breath when he tned to race 

day long, she 

1 Of + memly without bemg m the 

easttued At the command of Eurystheus, Heracles 
gave ch^ to her, and they took neither rest nor food, 
nor did they need ram or sunshine, but ran on day and 



HEEACLES. 


117 


night -wibhont stopping for a whole year. At last they 
came to a nver, and while the hmd was hesitating 
whether she should jump mto it, Heracles quickly took 
an unpoisoned arrow and shot at her. The puiple-red 
blo«d flowed out over her httle white coat, and she 
groaned with pain She forgot to mn away, and 
Heracles was able to seize her He had only wounded 
her sbghtly with the arrow because he did not want to 
do her any harm, and now he laid coohng herbs upon 
the wound, and placmg the hmd on his shoulder, he 
earned her to Mycenae, and as soon as Eurystheus had 
seen her, he set her free agam and let hei run back 
into the forest 

That was the third Labour of Heracles. For the 
fourth, Eurystheus commanded him to brmg him the 
Erymanthian boar alive This boar hved on Mount 
Erymanthus, and no huntsman who had tried to kill 
him had ever come back agam, for the boar had always 
Tipped open his body with his tusks 

On his way to Mount Erymanthus, Heracles came 
to the country of the Centaurs They were a savage, 
unfriendly race, who had no regard for the duties of 
hospitahty , but one of them, named Pholus, was better 
than the others, and he gave Heracles shelter in his 
cave He made a fire and roasted a calf for his guest, 
but he himself ate raw meat as he was accustomed to 
do Heracles enjoyed his meal very much, for the long 
journey had made him hungry, and as he was also 
thirsty, he asked the Centaur for a draught of wine 
Pholus said, ‘ It is true that I have a great cask of wine 
m my cave, but it belongs to all the Centaurs in common, 
and if they knew that you had drunk any of it, they 
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miglit kill you’ Heracles however was not afraid, 
BO Pholus rolled out the cask and drew some wine from 
il But the wine had such a strong odour that the 
Centaurs smelt it, and they all came to the cavern with 
clubs and spears to kill Heracles At first he defended 
himself with firebrands only, as he did not wish to do 
more than drive them away, but findmg that they would 
not leave him alone, he seized his bow and shot at them 
with the poisoned arrows, and e\ eryone who was hit 
fell down dead "When the others saw that, they took 
to flight, hut Heracles had by this tune grown furious, 
and vowmg that he would not leave one of them abve, 
he pursued them, and they could not escape from his 
arrows In their distress they ran to the wise Centaur 
Chiron vho had been the teacher of Heracles, and em- 
braced his knees, entreating bun to ask Heracles to 
have mercy on them But Heracles would not stop 
shooting, and only took care not to hit Chiron, and his 
eye was so true that he could be sure of hitting nothing 
that he did not aim at But an arrow went right 
through the arm of one of the Centaurs who had 
embraced Gniron’s knees, and its pomt grazed his akiu 
Heiacles was deeplv giaeved, he at once tliicw his bow 
down on the ground, and ran to get herbs that heal 
poisonous wounds But no herb had any power to heal 
the Hydra’s poison, and Chiron sufiPered horrible tor- 
ture, BO that hiB immortahty was a burden to him 
Then he prayed to Zens to take away his immortality, 
and Zeus heard him and allowed him to die But 
Heracles did not stay with him tiU his death, for he was 
now nmre angry with the Centaurs than ever, and he 
ran after them and overtook them They would all 
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}m\(' ppn'^hcd jf Po-ouloii hnd not hnd pity on tliom 
nnd cnnsed n wall of granite to spnng np suddenly 
nut of the earth round the Centaurs to protect them 
from him. Phon ircraclcs Mas obliged to leave them, 
and he turned back nnd went on Ins way with a heavy 
heart, full of sad thoughts about Chiron. As soon as 
he was out of sight, the wall sank back into tbe earth, 
and the Ceutaiirs were able to go home in peace 

When Heracles reached the foot of l\rount Ery- 
nianthus he prcpircd a noose in which to catch the 
Mild boar, and soon afterwards he saw him sharpening 
Ins tii'^ks against an oak tree. Heracles raised a cry 
which made the whole forest echo, and the strong boar 
took to flight It was winter, nnd the upper part of 
the mountain was cmered with deep snow Heracles 
chased the boar nii tbe mountain till he had driven 
him into a snow-field, through which the wild beast 
plodded panting, till he was quite tired out and could 
go no further, and then Heracles slipped the noose o\er 
Ins neck and secured him Then he tied his feet to- 
gether and threw him, feet uppermost, over his left 
shoulder, putting his arm round his neck to prevent him 
from using his tusks, and in this manner he journeyed 
back to I\tycenae. Most men would not have thought 
it very’ cheerful work to tra\el intli such a companion, 
hut Heracles was not at all concerned; on the contrary, 
it was the hoar who was trembling Heracles showed 
the hoar to Eurystheus through the grating, and then 
killed him, 

Heracles now set out to perform his fifth Labour, 
and this time his task was to cleanse the stables of 
Angelas in a single day Augcas was a ncli king of 
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Elis, who had three thousand cattle At night the 
cattle always stood in a great court surrounded wth 
walls, close to the Icing’s palace, and as it was quite ten 
years since the servants liad cleaned it out, there was 
enough refuse in the court to build up a high inounlnin. 
Heracles went to Augeas and asked if ho would give 
him the tenth part of liis flocks if he tlioroughly clennseil 
his stables in a single day The king looked upon tins 
as such an absolutely impossible feat that he would not 
have minded promising Ins kingdom as a roi%ard for it, 
so he laughed and said, * Set to work, wo shall not 
quarrel about the wages’, he further promised dis- 
tinctly to give Heracles what he asked, and this he did 
in the presence of Phylens, his eldest son, who happened 
to be there Tlio next morning Heracles set to work, 
but even bs strong arms would have failed to accom- 
plish the task if they had not been aided by his mother- 
wit He compelled a mighty torrent to work for him, 
but you would hardly guess how he did it First he 
opened great gates on two opposite sides of the court 
Then he went down to the stream, blocked up its regu- 
ar course with great stones, and conducted it in the 
direction of the court that required to be cleansed, 

. ® water streamed in at one end and streamed 

out at the other, carrymg away all the dirt with it 

'vas 

restored to its usual course 

"’'““'Jed his reward, Aogeas 

7 ‘’'“"S’'* biareelf, .The oaly oae 

"bo heard are arahe the proaflee re ’ary eea, aad h 



HERACLES 


121 


Will not witness against me ’ A number of wise old 
men were accordingly summoned to the palace to be 
judges, and Phyleus was called upon to witness But 
Phyleus cared more for justice than for bis father’s ad- 
vantage, and he said that Augeas had promised the 
tenth part of his flocks to Heracles as a reward for 
cleansing the stables. Then Augeas grew furious, and 
would not allow the judges to pronounce the sentence, 
but banished both Heracles and Phyleus from the 
country, threatening that if ever they were caught m 
his kingdom they would forfeit their hves Heracles 
went away without his reward, but he promised himself 
that when the twelve Labours were accomphshed, he 
would come back and pumsh the king for his faith- 
lessness 

Again Heracles set out at the command of Eurys- 
theus, and this time he had to drive away the Stym- 
phahan buds, — this was his sixth Labour. Near the 
city of Stymphalus, in the land of Arcadia, there was a 
great lake, whose shores were covered with very dense 
forests where countless buds had bmlt theu nests 
These buds were as large as cranes, and very thievish, 
and there was such a number of them that if they had 
all flown out at once and assembled above the water, it 
would have been pitch-dark all over the great lake 
Heracles went to the edge of the lake and hstened to 
the noise that the buds made, but he could not get at 
them, for they kept themselves hidden among the thick 
boughs where no arrow could reach them Heracles 
could not t hin k of any means of chasing them from 
among the trees, and was almost in despau, when the 
goddess Athene, who loved all good and brave men, 
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came to his assistance She gave him n great iron 
rattle that Hephaestus had made, and vhcn Heracles 
shook it, it made such a fearful noise that all the birds 
flew out screaming. Then Heracles shot arrow after 
arrow among them ; a great many of them fell dead 
into the lake, and the rest were so much frightened 
that they flew far away and never came back again. 


4 The Last Six Labours 

The seventh Labour that Eurystheus imposed upon 
Heracles was to bring the Cretan bull to Mycenae. In 
the island of Crete bved ICing Minos, who was verj’ 
wise, and who was allowed to bold intercourse with the 
gods One day, vbcu the Cretans were on the sea- 
e ore ofFenng sacnfices to Poseidon, the king praj-ed 
that Poseidon would send him a bull out of the sea for 
sacrifice, for he wanted to show the Cretans wliat great 
regard the gods had for him Immediately there came, 
ome to the shore upon the swelling waves, a most 
l^Iinos was so fascinated by its 
^ keep his word, but sacnficed 

ano er oU and put the one that came out of the sen 

Poseidon punished him by making 
thp f ’;i / ^^6 herdsmen and escaped into 

nentoTVK that the Lg re- 

Lme to h Heracles 

Minos i 

he would nofhTve^udX^^ 

£r r “>™‘" Heracles 

“»» tend h., to the bull. 



HERACLES 


123 


for be •mis guided to bun by the bellovang be made 
When be came near, be threw a spear at bim in order 
to irritate bim. Tbe bull ran at bim furiously, lower- 
ing bis bonis to toss bim into tbe air, but Heracles 
waited quietly till be came up, and then be seized bis 
boms and held them fast, so that tbe bull could not raise 
bis bead agam They went on for some time pulling at 
each other, and tbe bull dragged Heracles about from 
place to place, bellowing bombly all tbe time. He was 
a huge powerful animal, but he could not get his boms 
free, and only tired himself to no purpose At last he 
was qmte exhausted, and Heracles made a halter out 
of tbe rope be bad brought with him and wound it 
round bis neck, and tbe bull followed him quite qmetly 
The Cretans ran together to look at tbe strong man 
leading tbe fierce bull, and were astonished to see tbe 
bull walkmg so quietly by bis side Heracles got into his 
ship and sailed back to Mycenae "witb tbe bull, and when 
he had led him through tbe city, be let him go firee. 
You ■Will bear more ofbim agam by-and-by ' 

For bis eighth Labour Heracles bad to brmg away 
the horses of Diomedes Diomedes was a king of Thrace, 
t savage and cruel man, who cared for nothing in tbe 
world but bis fierce horses which be fed upon human 
flesh , and every stranger that came into bis country 
was thrown to tbe horses Heracles knew that be would 
not be able to obtain them unless be could first conquer 
the king and bis people, and be therefore took with 
him a number of brave heroes who were glad to 
accompany him on this expedition Ab soon as tbe ship 
landed in Thrace, tbe heroes went to tbe stables, killed 

' Eor tho rest of the story of the Cretan bull, see p 184 
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tlie keeper, and brougkt amiy tlio horsca ; one of them 
was going to bite, but Heracles ga\o him such a sonnd 
blow that he had something else to think of. They had 
almost reached the shore, when they looked back and 
saw King Diomedcs coming after them followed by a 
number of soldiers, so they tied up the horses and 
turned round again Then a fierce battle took place, 
for the Thracians were a warhke people, but at last 
they were all killed, and their king made prisoner. 
Heracles said that he ehonld die by tho same death tlmt 
he had inflicted on others, and ho loosed tho horses, and 
gave Diomedes to ho devoured by them The king 
cned out in an agony to lus horses, * Have I not been kind 
to you and taken care of you ? ’ But they had become 
so fierce through eating human flesh that they did not 


spare even their own master. One tore off his ami, 
another bit him in the chest, and a third m the thigh, 
and they soon tore him to pieces, so that he penshed 
miserably. Heracles (hen caught the horses again and 
took them home, and when he had shoivn them to 
Enrystheus, he dro\e them to the foot of Mount 
Olympus where they were devoured by wild beasts 
King Enrystheus had a daughter, who was coii- 
tm ly begging him to procure for her the girdle of 
Amazons This beautiful girdle was 
wor -allied; it had been given to tbe queen by Ares, 
e go 0 war, and she wore it as a mark of royalty 
urys eus knew that to secure the queen’s girdle 
would be a tesk of great danger and difficulty, and 
therefore he Md Heracles that this was to be his muth 

and flT ®mcles agam set sail with his companion':, 
and they oonmeyed for many days till they came to the 
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country of the Amazons, who hved in Asia, near the 
mer Thermodon. There were no men amongst them, 
for they were all women, and very remarkable women, 
too They liked war better than anything else, and 
were so well skilled in riding and in shooting with the 
bow that no army was feared so much as the army of 
the Amazons. "WTien Heracles reached their country, 
they happened to be in a meadow near the sea practismg 
with their weapons of war, — all but the queen, who was 
Bitting on the shore looking out over the sea, with her 
girdle ghttenng in the sunshme. ^Vhen she saw the 
ship coming, she wondered who could be the strangers 
that ventured into her country, and most of all she 
marvelled at the sight of Heracles who was standmg 
in the fore-part of the ship, dressed in his hon’s skin 
and grasping his club She asked him who he was and 
what he wanted, and he answered, ‘ I am Heracles, the son 
of Zeus, and I am perfonmng hard labours in the service 
of Eurystheus, he has sent me here to fetch your girdle 
and take it back to Mycenae ’ ^^^len the queen heard 
that it was Heracles, whose deeds were spoken of all over 
the world, she said that she would make him a present 
of the gudle, and came towards the ship to greet him, 
holding out her hand. But Hera would not allow 
Heracles to carry off the girdle without a scruggie, 
and taking the form of an Amazon, she went to the 
meadow where the others were, and called out to them, 

‘ A stranger is going to rob our queen.’ They aU rushed 
down to the shore and began to shoot at the strangers, 
killing many a brave man ; but when Heracles saw 
that they treated him and his foUoweis as enemies, he 
thought that the queen had meant to act treacherously, 
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and he slew her, nnd shot at the Amazons mth his 
arrows, and killed so many of them thal they were soon 
obliged to fly. He took the girdle from off the dead 
(lueon and laid her corpse on the shore, and after the 
ship had sailed away, the Ama/ons came nnd buried 
her. 


Some days after this, the heroes landed at the citj 
of Troy, where thc} found all the people verj sorrow- 
ful because an innocent maiden was to suffer death on 
account of the crime of her father Laomedon, the king 
of Troy The gods Poseidon and Apollo, m order to 
try Laomedon, had entered into an engagement with 
him, by which they undertook to build a wall round the 
city that could neier be destroyed. The 17011 was soon 
finished, but Laomedon, who was very miserly and who 
did not know that he had to deal with gods instead of 
men, refused to gn e the reward that had been agreed 
upon Both the gods punished him for this Apollo 
sent a pestilence into the land which destroyed both 
men and cattle, and Poseidon created a monster who 


a ^ every day out of the sea, nnd laid waste the 
helds devonnng every Ining thing that he met with 
rr. ^ ^ pestilence had censed, the monster still 

^ndtookhis fill of blood The Trojans 

Oracle answwJt^rtheX"'’"^'^ 

must be given e young daughter Hesione 

fond of thf beanWnl 
danger of perisW thTv^“’ 

he should give up his d ^ of Laomedon that 

The king 

heroes, landed, Hesione ‘^'’“sented, and when the 

ad just been brought to the 



HERACLES 


V21 


aboie, and chained to a rock at the spot where the 
monster v>a3 accustomed to leave the sea. Heracles 
heard from the Trojans how it had all happened, and 
he went to the long and said that if he would give him 
the two horses he had received from Zeus, he would 
slay the monster. These horses had been given to 
Laomedon by Zeus to make up for the loss of his son 
Ganymede, a most beautiful boy, whom Zeus had caused 
hiB sacred eagle to steal away and carry off to jMount 
Olympus, where Ganymede b\ed from that time with 
the gods, gifted with immortabty and eternal youth. 
When Heracles demanded these horses as his reward 
for rescuing Hesione, Laomedon did not hesitate to 
promise them, though they were the most beautiful 
horses in all the world, for he felt willing to part with 
an^Hung he possessed in order to save his daughter 
Then Heracles placed himself by the side of Hesione 
with a naked sword in his hand, and when the horrible 
monster came out of the sea, opemng his huge jaws to 
devour the maiden, Heracles jumped down his throat and 
wnggled himself down into his body, and then he cut 
away all bis entrails, so that the monster rolled about 
on the ground in pain, howling horribly ’\\Tien Heracles 
thought be was dead, be crept up again out of the body 
and washed himself clean in the sea The king was 
very glad that his daughter was saved, but avarice 
again took possession of him and pre\ ented him from 
keepmg his promise to Heracles. He tried to deceive 
him with fair speeches, but Heracles understood per- 
fectly well that he was a faithless man, and he told him 
that he would return and pumsh him 

Heracles sailed back to Mycenae, and gave the girdle 
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of the Queen of the Amazons to Eniystheus The 
king gave it to his daughter vrho was very much 
pleased with it, and at the same tame he told Heracles 
that for his tenth Labour he was to fetch the cattle 
of Grei^on "Wonderful stones had been brought bj 
sailors of an island in the stream Oceanus near the 
setting sun, where there lived a king named Geiyon 
who possessed the strength of three men, for he had 
three bodies, sis arms, and six legs The sailors also 
told of the king’s wonderful reddish-brown cattle which 
formed the chief part of his nches, and how no one 
dared to rob his flocks, because they were girded day 
and night by a dog with two heads, who barked until 
he had roused a strong herdsman by whom the robber 
was killed without much loss of time. 

Heracles set out to look for the island, and went on 
and on towards the West till he came to countries where 
the people were quite savage and barbarous. By-and- 
by he reached the extreme end of Europe where 
Africa as only separated finm it by a narrow channel, 
and as he wished to leave some token to show how far 
he had journeyed, he broke off two huge rocks and set 
them up m the sea Ever since that time, the sailors 
w 0 pass through these two mountains of rock look up 
at them and say, ‘ Those are the Pillars of Heracles ’ At 
Mfc e came to the end of the land, and as he stood on 
e s lore wondering how he shonld manage to reach the 

^ IS mneh hotter in those 

parts than it is here, smote upon his head. This 
annojed him greatly, and as he was m the habit of 
pajing Lick anyone who did him an injury, he non 
took his how and arrows and shot at the sun-god But 
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instead of being angry with bim, Helios tbe sun-god 
admired bim for his boldness in being so ready to 
6ght even lyith gods, and he came down and gave him 
the golden shell m which he travels from West to East 
m the evening after sunset It was an exceedmgly 
large shell, and Heracles sailed over the sea m it till 
he came to the island of Geryon The beautiful herd 
was in a meadow wheie the grass stood so high that 
it reached far above their knees When Hemcles came 
to the herd, the great dog started up, barking out of 
his two heads, but Heracles quickly put an end to that, 
for he gave him such a blow with his club that his 
backbone was broken through But the herdsman had 
already been awakened, and he came running down, 
intending to kill the robber as he had killed many 
before This tune however he himself met with his 
death by a blow from the fist of Heracles, who then 
drove off the cattle towards the sea But someone 
told King Geryon that his cattle were being stolen, 
and he ran after the lobber in a great rage, throwing 
big stones at him and screaming with all his might 
Heracles waited till he came up, and then they -wrestled 
together Geiyon wound his six arms round him 
hoping to throw him, but they both fell at the same 
time, and Geryon was the undermost Heracles set 
one knee on his body, and leaned over to reach a stone 
■with which to kill him, but Geryon managed to spring 
up and tned to escape Heracles, however, shot three 
arrows through his three hearts, and he fell down dead 
Then Heracles went off with the herd, and when he 
had brought them safely to the mamland he letumed 
the shell to the sun-god, thankmg him heartily for his 

K 
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help He had to take the cattle through many lands 
before they finally amved in Greece, and on his way 
he came to the part of Italy where Home was after- 
wards built It happened to be the hot noontide, and 
Heracles lay down under the shade of a tree and let the 
herd graze Now it chanced that in a cave under the 
Mount Aventmus there lived the giant Cacus, who was 
very hideous to look at, and who could cook his food in 
his own mouth, for fire and flames spouted out of it 
whenever he liked Cacus was a great robber, and 
when he saw the beautiful cattle he set his mind on 
havmg some of them, but Heracles looked so strong 
that he did not dare to take them by force, so he waited 
till he was asleep, and then he came out of his cave 
and pulled several of the cows backwaids mto it by 
their tails, so that the footpnnts in the sand looked 
like those of cows that had been driven out of the cave 


to pasture. When it became cooler, Heracles awoke 
and counted his cattle , there were too few of them, but 
he could not find any traces of the direction in which 
they had gone, and was obbged to pass on without 
t em However as they were going over jMount 
Aventinus one of the buUs chanced to bellow, and those 
in e ca^e of Cacus answered, because they wanted to 
otheis Heracles immediately knew 
111 ^ ^ cattle, and hastened down to 

anmr™ but Heracles m his 

tTtomW T “ “““ ''bole moun- 

g a comer of the cave, cpouUug out smoke and 
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flames to prevent him from coming near But Heiacles 
did not mind the flames, and he seized Cacus by the 
neck and strangled him , then he dragged him out to 
the hght, and wondered to see how ugly he was. The 
stolen cattle came out of the cave of their own accord 
and joined the others, and Hemcles drove them on 
further 

Some time after this, when he had neaily reached 
Mycenae and was travelling along the sea-shore, Hera 
sent a great gnat that flew about among the cattle 
hummmg and buzzing and stinging first one and then 
another, till they became qmte unmanageable and ran 
away in different directions Several jumped mto the 
sea, and Heracles jumped in after them and brought 
back all that he could reach, pulhng m some by their 
horns and driving others in fiont of him, but the greater 
number of them swam out into the open sea and 
penshed Then he set to work to collect those that 
had escaped into the forest, and tired himself tiU night- 
fall with runnmg after them, which gave Hera great 
pleasure. All that he could recover he brought to 
Mycenae, and Eurystheus sacrificed them to Hera. 

Heracles had now only two more Labours to accom- 
phsh, and Eurystheus pondered night and day as to 
what would be the most difficult and daugerous task 
he could set him At last he told him that for his 
eleventh Labour he was to fetch three apples from the 
Glarden of the Hespendes, although no mortal knew 
where the Garden was '^Tien Zeus and Hera were 
married, the Earth had caused an apple tree to sprmg 
up, which she gave them as her present, and which was 
covered with apples of pure gold. Hera planted the tree 
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on an island in Oceanus whicli had never been trodden 


by the foot of any mortal, and in course of time a 
whole gaiden grew from it, in which all the trees bore 
golden apples The garden was tended by three nymphs 
called the Singing Hespendes, and it was guarded hj a 
dragon Heracles never allowed himself to be discour- 
aged, howe\ er hard his task might he, but always set 
to work in good spirits, confident of success, and he 
now went about asking everyone where the Hespendes 
li\ed One day he came to a rner, and some nymphs 
who were sitting on the bank asked him where he was 


going He said, ‘ ICing Eurystheus has sent me to 
fetch him three apples from the Garden of the 
Hespendes, but I do not know where the Garden is ’ 
One of the nymphs said, ‘ "We do not know either, but 
Nereus, the old sea-god. can tell you, for he knows 
everything, both in earth and hea\ en ’ Then they told 
Heracles where to find Herens, and what to do in order 
to obhge him to answer his questions Nereus lived m 
the sea, but about mid-day lie came up on to the land 
and lay down m a grotto to sleep When he was 
^ eep, Heracles came and seized him by the arras, and 
ereuB, wakmg up, found biinself a prisoner He 

^ wolf, and then into a lion, 
ha -Ft, vI ^ dragon hoping that Heracles would 

him fa fiT nymphs had prepared 

hm for these taets, and usstead of loosemng hs bold 

«d tobtTTf,’ fgbter 

^e Helel! It 

nil 1 j ^ nsact descnpbon of where the Hespe- 

fides lived, nnd how to get tL. 

& there , it vras a very long 
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ofi,t.'\cn fuillu'r thnti to the ii*lnnd of King Geiyon, 
Ivat Iiernclc> not bo tlisbcartoned, nnd nt once 
began Ins joufnc) 

On tin' w ly ho cnmo to Ltbyn, whore there reigned 
fi bing naniod Antnous who would not allow' any 
stringer to pn^ fhrongh his land witliout wrestling 
with him Hifhorto he had overcome and killed them 
nil, for lie was a son of the Jiaith, and hi<? mother gave 
bun new strength eierj time he touched her. Heracles 
wrestled with .Intaous and threw him on to the ground 
three linns, but each time the king sprang up again 
stronger than before Tlicn Heracles jicrcened that the 
Harth ga\e lam st length, and he raised him up m the 
air so that he did not touch the earth at all, and 
syueci'ed him against his own bod> till lie died ' 

He now went on with his joumc} till he cnmo to 
l!g\pt, whore King Busiris h\od, who o\ery jear sacri- 
ficed a stranger to tlio god" Some time before this, 
the land bad Ixion unfruitful for nine years, so that 
mam ]xople died of hunger A soolbsajer in a dis- 
tant island wlio heard of it and hoped to earn a good 
reward without much trouble, went to 3’'g\pfc and told 
the king that he knew by his art that the only way in 
winth he could be reconciled to the gods was by sacn- 
ficing a stranger to them every 5 ear But instead 
of giv'ing him the reward he looked for, the king 
offered him up as the first saenfice, and after this he 
"eized a stranger every }ear for the same purpose 
When Heracles entered the country', the king’s servants 
happened to be on the look-out for a stranger, for the 
time of the yearly saenfice had come round, and finding 
Heracles asleep by the waveide, they bound him inth 
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many stiong cords and brought him before the king. 
Heracles acted as if he bad no choice but to submit to this 
treatment, but when the pnest came with the sacnficial 
knife in his hand to give him the death-blow, he burst 
asunder the cord”, and snatclung the knife from the 
pnest, stabbed the king whom nobody interfered to 
save, for he was a cniel man and greatly dreaded by his 
subjects After this, the Egyptians offered no moie 
human sacrifices, and yet their land remained fruitful, 
for the soothsayer who had commanded the saenfire 
was a false prophet 

Heracles passed on through other lands till he 
came to the extreme end of the world where the giant 
Atlas lived, upon whom an irksome task had been im- 
posed by the gods Ho had to support the \ault of 
heaven with his head and hands, and if he had 
neglected his duty o\cn for a moment, the hcaien 
would have fallen and crushed the earth to atoms. 
Heracles told Atlas of the erinnd on which ho had been 
sent, and Atlas, who was only too glad to haie an 
opportunity of resting his shoulders and stretching his 
legs, said that he would go and fetch the apples, if 
Heracles would meanwhile take his place m holding up 
the heaven Atlas therefore went to the nymphs, who 
gave him the apples because he was their uncle, so 
that it was not long before he returned with them 
But he found freedom so much more agreeable than 
the fulfilment of liis task, that when he came back 
he said to Heracles, ‘ I have supported the heaven 
quite long enough, aud now yon must take your turn ’ 
Heracles thought to himself, ‘ If my wuts fail me now, 
there will be no help for me,’ so he pretended to agree, 
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and said, ‘ Verj well, but just let me first put my Lion’s 
skin over my head to keep the heaven from pressmg^ so 
heavily upon it.’ Then Atlas laid down the apples 
upon the ground and took up his burden again, think- 
ing it was just for a minute, but Heracles took up the 
golden apples and went away and left him, and Atlas has 
ever smee been obhged to support the heaven because he 
let himself be duped .m this way. Heracles returned ' 
to Mycenae and showed Eurystheus the golden apples, 
which ghttered so bnghtly that when the sun shone 
one could hardly bear to look at them ; then he gave 
them to the goddess Athene, who took them back to 
the Garden of the Hespendes, for Hera would have been 
angry if she had kept them. 

Eurystheus decreed that the twelfth and last Labour 
of Heracles should be to fetch the hideous dog Cerberus 
from the Lower World There was a chain of bare, 
rugged mountains, in the centre of which was a yawn- 
ing chasm stretchmg down far below the earth, and 
anyone who had the courage to go down it, came at 
last to the Lower World, where the shades of the dead 
go when they leave the earth The gate of the Land of 
Shades was guarded by the great dog Cerberus, who 
stood there as watchman, and let everyone go in, but no 
one pass out agam His appearance was truly fiaght- 
ful, for he had three heads ghstenmg all over with 
serpents which grew there instead of hair, and his tail 
was also an angry serpent with sharp teeth As 
Heracles went down the chasm, he made up his mind 
that he would not try and steal the dog, but would teU 
Pluto that Eurystheus had commanded h im tofetch him, 
and beg that he might be allowed to take him away At 
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last he reached the I^and of Shades, where there is 
neither day nor night, hut always grey twihght, and he 
saw many thousand shades flitting about like moths in 
the dusk They slipped away as soon ns he came near 
them, but their flight could only be seen, not heard, 
for their forms were without substance They were 
also without any power of thinking, but Heracles knew 
that they could gam both speech and consciousness by 
dnnkmg blood, and as the flock of Pluto was grazmg 
near, he seized a cow with the intention of kilhng it , 
but before he could do so, the herdsman ran after him 


in a rage and struck him. Heracles let go the cow, and 
turmng to the herdsman, he rained blows upon him with 
his fists until he screamed with all his might for help 
Queen Persephone heard his ones, and coming out of 
her palace, she begged Heracles to leave off beating the 
herdsman, which he did for her sake Then she asked 
him why he had come into the Lower World, and when 
he told her, she took him to her husband, King Pluto, 
who said he would allow him to take the dog to the 
Upper World on condition that he captured him without 
t e help of any weapons Heracles put on a shield 
t at Pluto gave him and went back to the gate, where 
berus greeted him with a growl, showmg all his 
^^t teeth However Heracles did not mind that, 
u graspmg the part of his neck which belonged to 
e imddle head, he pmched it tightly with his power- 
fingers The serpents bit him m the arm and the 

^ Intend of lettmg go 

L-L ^ pinched it the harder, so that at last 

e dog was forced to give m, and he led him up the 
path without any further difficulty When they came 
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to the daylight however, Cerberus moaned, and would 
not have gone any farther if Heracles had not com- 
pelled him, bemg the stronger of the two, for the hght 
of the sun struck him just between the eyes, and hurt 
him so much that foam dropped from his mouth , and 
wherever a drop of it fell on the ground, there sprang 
up a plant called Nightshade, which still grows, and is a 
deadly poison "^Hien Heracles had taken the dog to 
Mycenae and shown him to Eurystheus, he brought 
him to the mouth of the chasm, and released bim 
Then Cerberus rushed back with great bounds mto his 
beloved darkness, and Heracles heard him barkmg joy- 
fully, long after he was out of sight 

5. The Murder of Iphitus, and the Vengeances of 
Heracles. 

Heracles had now served Eurystheus for twelve 
years, and had performed twelve great Labours for him, 
the hardest that have ever been accomphshed by any 
man. Dunng this time Megara had died, and Heracles 
now wished to take another wife He heard that 
m Oechaha there was a beautiful maiden named lole, 
the daughter of Eurytus, the king of the island of 
Euboea, but that Eurytus had proclaimed that no one 
should marry her who could not shoot with the bow 
better than himself and his sons They were the best 
archers in the whole country, and although many 
suitors came to Oechaha, yet when they saw how well 
Eurytus could shoot, they all thought it was useless 
even to string their bows, and went away home agam 
in despair Heracles resolved that he also would go 
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and sue for lole, and lie went out into the open field 
with Eurytus and his sons, in order to contend with 
them for the prize AH showed xnarveUous skiH in 
shooting, but the arrow of Heracles pierced the breast 
of a wild dove so far off that the others could scarcely 
see it tdl it was brought down, and they were ohhged 
to confess that he had beaten them But Eurytus 
taunted him and said, ‘ Would you have me give you 
my daughter for your wife ? When the gods send you 
children you throw them into the fire ’ Heracles was 
enraged with Eurytus for mockmg at his misfortune, 
and he went away vowing that he would one day he 
revenged upon him 

Some time after this, a robber stole twelve of the 
finest cattle that Eurytus possessed, and he sent his 
son Iphitua to look for them Iphitus went to several 
places in search of them, and finally came to Tiiyns 
where Heracles was When Heracles saw Iphitus he 
was reminded of the way in which his father had in- 
sulted him, and it made him so angry that he struck 
the boy dead, though afterwards when he became 
calmer he would gladly have recaUed the deed He 
went to heleus, the kmg of Pylos, and begged him to 
purge him fi:om the stam of blood, but Neleus, who 
was a fiuend of Eurytus, refused to do 6C>, and on 
the contrary bamshed him firom the country, blam- 
mg him for what he had done Heracles found 
another wise man who consented to punfy him, but 
the gods were, notwithstanding this, still angry with 
him on account of the murder of Iphitus, and as a 
visited him with a sore sickness, of 
w 1C he could neither get well nor die, and which 
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caused him tcmble safi'ering. Heracles went to the 
Oracle at Delphi and asked the P^^thia what he could 
do to have the sickness taken away from him, bnt 
Apollo, who inspned the Pythia as to what she should 
say, would not give any answer Then Heracles got 
into a great rage, and he tore up from the ground the 
sacred Tkipod on which the priestess sat, and carried it 
away on his back Apollo saw the theft, and coming 
doiin from heaven he demanded the Tripod hack 
again Ho other would have dared to meet his 
angry look, hut Heracles was not in the least afraid, 
and he refused to give it up They were just gomg 
to fight about it, and had already taken their places 
for the struggle, when a thunderbolt fell upon the 
ground between them They knew that this was a 
warning from their father Zeus, and they agreed to lay 
aside their ill-feeling and make peace , Heracles gave 
back the Tripod, and Apollo pronounced the Oracle 
It was that Heracles must serve as a slave for the space 
of tliree years and give the money for which he was sold 
to Eurytus, and that then his lUness would be at an end. 

So Heracles allowed himself to be sold as a slave by 
Hermes, the messenger of the gods, and he was bought 
by the beautiful Omphale, queen of Lydia Eurytus 
refused to take the money, but the gods decided that 
it was the same as if he had done so, and Heracles was 
freed from his sickness Omphale made use of her 
strong slave for all lands of service, both in freeing the 
land from wild beasts, and in punishing wicked lobbers, 
BO that the Lydians bved in peace and safety; and 
Heracles loved the beautiful Omphale with all his heart, 
and was ready to do anything in the world m order to 
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please her She was veiy proud of being able to com- 
mand the mighty hero as if he were a little child, 
and in order to show the people how obedient he was 
to her, she made him sit among her maidens in women’s 
clothes spinning at the distaff, whilst she dressed her- 
self up in the hon’s skm, as if she were the man and he 


the woman, and Heracles allowed her to do just as she 
would with him because of the great love he bore her. 

When the three years were ended, Heracles left 
the palace of Omphale, and went through the cities of 
Greece asking if any heroes would set out with him for 


Troy, for he meant to carry out his threat of punishing 
Kmg Laomedon for his faithlessness So many heroes 
came that they filled six large ships, and they sailed to 
Troy and besieged the city. They set up ladders with 
which to climb over the walls, and pressed on, not- 
withstanding the stones and javelins that the Trojans 
threw down upon them, but they would never have 
succeeded m entenng the city without the help of 
Heracles When the city was taken, Heracles passed 
a sentence of death upon the king and his sons, and 
8 ot them all together, only spanng the youngest 
whose name was Podarces, because he was too young to 
ave had any part in the treachery of his father 
eracles gave the beautiful Hesione to the hero 
Telamon who had been the first to scale the wall, 
and as she wept bitterly at leaving Troy, he told her 

oiT A j ^ pnsoners with her 

1 not take long to consider who it should be, but 
^mediately held out her hand to her little brother 
0 arces Then Heracles said that she must buy him, 
8 e ook off hei veil, which was the only one she had, 
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and thiew ifc down for the ptirchase-money , and from 
that time her brother was called Pnam, which means 
Bought He came to Gieece with his sister Hesione, 
but when he grew up to be a man he returned to Troy 
and became king of the coimtry 

When Augeas and the others who had wronged 
- Heracles heard of the punishment that had overtaken 
Laomedon, they were afraid, and assembled all their 
warriors to protect them, for Heracles had announced 
his intention of marchmg against them as soon as he 
returned to Greece But Hera, who still hated him, 
tried to destioy him on his way home. She commanded 
the god of Slumber to send Zeus mto a deep sleep, 
and while he lay unconscious, she i-aised a tremendous 
storm on the sea through which Heracles was saihng 
All his companions were very much frightened, but 
Heracles was not in the least disturbed, and before the 
waves could make a wreck of the ship, Zeus awoke, 
and seeing his son in danger, calmed the sea until it 
became quite smooth and the fishes came up again 
from the bottom to play. Zeus knew that it was Hera 
who had raised the storm, and he pnmshed her for it 
He tied hei hands together with a golden chain, and 
attached a heavy weight to each of her feet, and then 
he suspended her in the clouds, where she was obhged 
to hang all day long in great pain, with the wmds and 
storms for her only compamons 

Heracles was none the worse for the storm, and as 
soon as he had landed m Greece with the other heroes, 
he led them against Ehs, the city of King Augeas, and 
conquered it Augeas would now have gladly parted 
with his whole herd if that would have saved his life. 



i44 


aiyrHs of hellab 


Heracles was very much grieved, and he determmed 
to leave the city of Calydon, and set out with Deiamra 
for Trachis where an old friend of his lived. On the 
way they came to a broad nver over which there was no 
bndge, but the Centaur Nessus used to carry travellers 
across on his horse’s back for a tnflmg payment 
Heracles entrusted Deiamra to him, and said that he 
himself would follow without help The Centaur, how- 
ever, was so greatly fascinated by the beauty of Deianua, 
that as he swam with her across the stream he made 
up his nund that he would carry her off So when he 
had reached the other side, mstead of letting her jnmp 
off his back, he held her fast and ran away with her. 
Deiamra stretched out her arms to Heracles who was 
stdl on the farther bank, and screamed for help Then 
Heracles took his bow and shot a poisoned arrow mto 
the shoulder of the Centaur, and he fell down and was 
obhged to let go his hold of Deiamra Nessus felt 
that the poison would soon kill him, and he longed to 
revenge himself on Heracles by domg him some injury 
So he said to Deiamra, ‘ Take a cloth and dip it in my 
blood, and do not let Heracles see it , but if ever you 
are a^aid that he loves another woman better than you, 
sprmkle the blood over his clothmg, and he will be un- 
able to leave you. You must take care, however, not 
to touch it yourself ’ The blood had been poisoned by 
the arrow of Heracles, and anyone whose skin was even 
touched by it must die, but Deiamra did not know 
this , she thought the Centaur was speaking m good 
faith and determmed to follow his advice, for she loved 
Heracles with all her heart, and desired above aU things 
that he should always love her as much in return 
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“Nessuis died soon after he had spoken to Deianira, 
and Heracles continued his journey ivith her "S^Tien 
they came to Trachis which is not far from Euboea, 
he remembered the vengeance that he had purposed 
to execute upon Eurytus, and assembling all his com- 
panions, he set sail for his island Eurvtus armed his 
sons and all his men of war, and met him outside the 
walls of Oechalia. Then a battle was fought in which 
many wounds were given and received, and Heracles 
slew Eurytus and his sons, which, when the others saw, 
they ga\ e up all hope and betook themselves to flight 
Heracles entered the city with his compamons and 
gave them leave to take any plunder they chose, for all 
the XJeople surrendered themselves and their possessions 
to him, only asking that their lives might be spared 
Heracles now desired to offer a solemn sacnfice to 
Zeus as a token of his gratitude for the victory, and he 
sent the herald Lichas to procure from Deiamra a 
festal robe suitable for the occasion. Deianira was 
greatly afraid that Heracles might forsake her for the 
beautiful lole whom he had formerly wished to marry, 
and remembenng what the Centaur had told her to do 
if ever she had any special reason for desiring that 
Heracles should be true to her, she took the cloth 
which had been soaked m his blood, and smeared all 
the inner side of the robe with it. Lichas took the 
robe to Heracles, and he put it on But when the 
blood had become warmed by the heat of his body, it 
burst out into flames and burnt Heracles so terribly 
that m his agony he seized Lichas by the feet and 
flung him three times against the rocks, till his face 
was all battered, and none of the features could be dis- 

L 
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tmguislied Then lie tried to tear off Ibe dress, but it 
clung 80 closely to lus skin that pieces of his flesh came 
off vath it He suffered unspeakable furtutes, which 
made him cry out with the pam and roll on the ground 
in agony, and then he moaned so piteously that the 
very stones might have felt for him, but no one dared 
to go near him For a short time the pain made him 
qmte mad , then he controlled himself with a mighty 
effort and resolved what he would do. He got into a 
ship that was going to Greece, and when he arrived 
there he ascended hloimt Oeta, accompanied by some 
of hiB friends , the poison still caused him terrible suf- 
fenug, but he was able to bear it in silence now. On 
the top of Mount Oeta he built a huge funeral pile and 
mounted to the top of it , then he asked his fnends to 
set fire to it, but none of them would do so, — they only 
stood round weeping Prc'iently howei er a herdsman 
came along the road, and Heracles called out to him, 
and said that he would g^ive him his bow and arrows li 
he would set fire to the funeral pile The herdsman 
consented to do so for the sake of the beautiful bow, 
and he brought a burning torch with which he set the 
wood ahght The wmd fanned the flames and they 
mounted higher and higher, but before they reached 
Heracles himself, a soimd of thunder and lightning was 
heard, and a cloud came down which covered the 
funeral pile and in which he was earned up to the top 
of Mount Olympus The gods gifted him with im- 
mortality as a recompense for his noble deeds, and 
they said that he should henceforth be as one of them- 
selves Even Hera did not grudge him this reward, 
or er hatred had at la^rfi been conquered by his great 
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find godlike Labours, and when he took his place 
among the Immortals in the form of a god, she led 
her daughter, the goddess Hebe, towards him, and said 
that he should have her for his wife Poor Deianira 
was already in the Lower World, for when she heard of 
the evil that had been wionght by the robe, she went 
into her bed-chamber and hanged herself 

Heracles was honoured on the earth as a god, and 
men built temples to him, and still keep his great deeds 
in constant remembrance 
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xxvu. 

TUB QDEST OF TDL AKQONAUTS, 

1. The Golden Fleece 

There ws once a king in the land of Greece called 
Athamas, and he had a wife and two children, whose 
names were Phrisus and Helle Bat the king loved 
another woman better than his wife, and he thrnst 
away his wife and made the other woman queen The 
children had now a step-mother, who at first was very 
kind to them, hut afterwards when she had children of 
her own it was a different thing, and Phnxus and Helle 
had a had time of it Their own mother remained in 
the city hvmg on a dole that she received from the king, 
but she was not allowed to enter the palace , sometimes, 
however, she used to come secretly after dark, and then 
she kissed the children and gave them little presents, 
which made them veiy happy The step-mother was 
always trying to find some means of getting nd of the 
children, and at last she thought of a plan which she 
hoped would be successfuL When the time for sowing 
the com came round, she ordered all the women in the 
countiy to roast the seed secretly, so that though the 
com was sown as usual it did not spring up, for the 
seeds were dead because they had been cooked Then 
t ere was great distress all oi er the country, and the 
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king sent tnes'^enger-? to Delphi to nsk the Oracle how 
the hnd could be made fruitful again. But the wicked 
queen look the tnos-engora aside and hnbed them bj 
the promise of a great reward to dcccne the lang. 
Tbev did not go to Delphi at all, but hid themsches 
outside thecit} until there would lia\o been time to go 
and come Inck again, and then the} sprinkled their 
clothC‘= with dust as if the} hnd taken a long journey, 
and went to the king and took him the message that 
the queen had put into their mouths, — which was that 
he must sacnfice his son Phrixus to the gods, or else 
the fields would nc^e^ be fruitful again. The king was 
\(.r} unwilling to do this, but the people pressed him 
until he consented to the saenhee, for they were afraid 
the\ would all die of hunger 

The true mother was icry sad, and she wept all day 
md all night because her son was going to be lolled. 
Bnt the gods had pity on her, and sent Hermes, the 
mcceengor, to take her a ram covered all over with 
golden wool that shone like the beautiful sun, and to 
say that the ram should carry away her children to a 
place of safety Then the mothei was comforted, and 
after dark ‘^ho fetched the children from the palace 
by stealth and placed them both on the ram’s back 
I’hrixus sat in front and held on fast by the horns, and 
llelle was behind with her arms round her brother 
When they liad taken leave of their mother the Golden 
liam set out on Ins journey , first be flow up ns high 
ns the clouds, then he trotted along the path of the 
birds, inid-way between heaven and earth, and it 
seemed to the children ns they looked down, as if the 
houses and trees were all rnnnmg away from them, 
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They journeyed on all night in the bright star-light, and 
^hen the sun rose they "were already far from home, 
and found themselves aboie the sea ■which lies between 
Europe and Asia Helle ■wanted to take a last loob at 
the beautiful land of Greece and turned round that she 
might see it better, butm her eagerness she let go of her 
brother and fell far down into the sea, and even before 
she touched the water she was dead from the effect of 
the great fall Phrivus was deeply gneved, and he 
shed so manv tears that the fishermen below thought 
it was beginning to ram Ever since that tune the 
Greeks have called that sea the Hellespont, which 
means the sea of Helle 

Ihe Golden Ram flew on and on till he had passed 


over the Black Sea and reached the city of Colchis, 
which was a very long way from the kingdom of Atha- 
mas PhrmiR sacrificed the ram to the gods, and he 
presented its golden fleece to Aeetes the lung of the 
country, -who hung it on a tree in a forest near the city 
and placed beside it a powerful dragon that never went 
to deep Phnxus was kindly treated by the king , he 
wed m his palace and sat at has table, and when be 
Aeetes ga\ e him his daughter for a ■wife 
A^r this, a great misfortune befell King Atbamas 
e ■wicked step-mother He had incurred the 
^er of Hera,* and she afflicted him with madness. 

ay as e was returxung from hunting, he saw his 
thPv^°^^ children playing m front of the palace, but 
his bow^^id ^ young deer, and he took 

w bo/„ghtW ae 

J going to shoot the other child, but 


* See page 53. 
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tbe molher, who was close by, saw that the king was 
mad, and she took it np in her arms and ran away as 
fast as she could Athanias pursued her with his arrow 
on the string, until the queen, finding that she could 
not escape, threw herself into the sea with her child 
and they were both drowned Athamas was overcome 
with grief when his reason returned to him, and he left 
the kingdom and went to the Oracle to ask what he 
should do The answer he received was that he was 
to settle in a land where he would be the guest of wild 
beasts Athamas did not know how this could be, but 
after wandering about for a long time he came to an 
almost uninhabited country, where he one day saw two 
or three wolves devouring a sheep which they had 
killed. "WTien Athamas came near them they ran 
away, and as he had eaten nothing for several days 
and was almost stanung, he cut off a piece of the raw 
sheep and ate it hastily, and then it occurred to him 
that he had eaten the wolves’ dinner, and was therefore 
their guest So he wandered no longer, but settled 
down in that place, and when others came to In e in 
the same neighbourhood, Athamas became their king, 
and luled over them until his death some years later. 


2 The Jow) ney io OolcJm 

Some time had passed away and Phnxus was 
already dead, when it happened that the king of lolcns, 
in Greece, whose name was Pelias, sent one day to the 
Oracle at Teliihi to ask what would befaU him in the 
future The Oracle in reply told him to beware of the 
One-sandalled man the Greeks did not wear shoes 



150 


jnTHf? OF ITWJiAS 


They journeyed on all night in the bright star-hght, and 
when the sun rose they were already far from home, 
and found themselves above tbe sea which hes between 
Europe and Asia Helle wanted to take a last lool at 
the beautiful land of Greece and turned round that she 
might see it better, but in her eagerness she let go other 
brother and fell far down into the sea, and even before 
she touched the water she was dead from the effect of 
the gi'eat fall Plinxus was deeply grieved, and he 
shed so many tears that the fishermen below thought 
it was beginning to ram Ever since that time the 
Greeks have called that sea the Hellespont, which 
means the ‘:en of Helle 

The Golden Earn flew on and on till he bad passed 


over tbe Black Sea and reached the city of Colchis, 
which was a very long way from the kingdom of Atba- 
mas Phnsus sacrificed the ram to the gods, and he 
presented its golden fleece to Aeetes the king of the 


country, ■who hnng it on a tree in a forest near the city 
and placed beside it a powerful dragon that never ■went 
to sleep Phxixus was knndly treated by the king ; he 
lived m his palace and sat at his table, and when be 
grew up, Aeetes gave him his daughter for a ■wife 

A^r this, a great misfortune befell Ifing Athamas 
an t e ■wicked step-mother He had incurred the 
^ger of Hera,> and she afflicted him ■vnth madness 
day as he was returmng from huntmg, he saw his 
yoimg children playing m front of the palace, but 

‘ieer, and he took 

W "b ‘ throngh the 

He was just going to shoot the other child, but 


' See page 6S 
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the inoUtcr, who w.i'^ close b}, saw that the kmg was 
mad, a^iii she look it tip in her arms and ran awaj as 
fast as *:hc could. Athamas pursued lior with his arrow 
on the string, until the queen finding that she could 
not escape, threw hor=clf into the sea with her child 
and the} were both drowned. Athamas was overcome 
with grief wlien lus reason returned to him, and he left 
the kingdom and went to the Oracle to ask what he 
should do The answer he rccened was that he was 
(o settle in a laud where he would be the guest of wild 
beasts Athamas did not know how this could be, but 
after wandering about for a long lime he came to an 
almost unmlmbited country, where he one dm saw two 
or Uirce wohes detouring a sheep which they had 
killed, ^^hen Athamas came near them they ran 
away, and ns he had e.atcn nothing for seteral days 
and was almost starting, he cut otT a piece of the raw 
sheep and ate it hastily, and then it occurred to Inm 
that he had eaten the wohes’ dinner, and was therefore 
their gue>'l. So lie wandered no longer, but settled 
down in that pkice, and when others came to lite in 
(he s ime neighhoiirhood, Athamas hccnnie their king, 
and ruled oter them uutii his death some years later 


2 The Jotn ncy io Colchis 

Some time had passed away and PJirixus was 
already dead, when it happened that the king of lolcns, 
in Greece, whose name was Pelins, sent one day to the 
Oracle at Delphi to ask what would befall him in the 
future Tlic Oracle in reply ^old him to beware of the 
One-sandalled man * the Greeks did not wear shoes 
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like ours, but sandals, which were soles of leather, tied 
on to the feet with straps JIany years passed by, 
and the king ne\ er saw a man with only one sandal 
on, and had almost forgotten the warning of the 
Oracle. But one day when he w.as going to offer a 
great sacrifice to Poseidon, he invited all Ins fnends to 
the banquet, and amongst others, Jason his brother’s 
son, who hved at some little distance hrom the city. 
On his way to lolcus, Jason had to pass through a 
brook which had become swollen by heavy ram, and 
one of Ins sandals got loose in the water and remained 
stacking in the marshy soil He could not get it again 
because the water was too deep, and was ohhged to 
walk half hare-foot into the city As soon as Pehas 
saw him, he was put in mind of the Oracle, and he said 
to him, ‘ WTiat should }ou do to get nd of a man if y^ou 
had been told that he was hkely to kill you ’ Jason 
laughed and answered, ‘ I should send him to fetch 
the Holden Fleece ’ For it ivas a dangerous journey 
to Colchis, and the powerful ICing Aeetes would have 
^rted with one of his eyes rather tlian with the Golden 

e^, so there was every chance that anyone who 
TOntured on such an undertaking as that, would pensh. 

en e ^ said, 'The Oracle has warned me to beware 

you , c oose your companions and set out in search 
or it. 


rpjifW ^ and fearless hero, and was quite 

s^L "’’ll espedrtion He sent messengers to 

firmer, f 7 hL, and 

well as the 7 ^ ^ undertake the journey, as 

li lt he woul? go 

with them Them was a man in lolcus, named Aigus. 
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who was skilled in shipbuilding, and he fashioned for 
them a great \ essel with places for fifty rowers. The 
goddess Athene sent them a beam, made of sacred oak, 
which could speak, and it was inserted in the front part 
of the ship. She was a noble vessel, and all who saw 
her were filled with wonder and dehght. They called 
her the Argo, after the name of the builder, and the 
heroes who saded in her were called Argonauts. When 
she was ready they pushed her out to sea, and each man 
took his oar in his hand. Besides the rowers there was 
a hero who sat at the helm, and Jason the leader, who 
had no special place assigned to him m the ship. 
Many people came down to the shore to watch them 
sad away, and wish them a prosperous journey. The 
ship went as fast as a bird can fly, the helmsman steered 
the rowers rowed, and the Sacred Beam warned the 
heroes of the rocks below the water, so that they might 
steer the ship clear of them 

After saihng for some days, they came to the 
beautiful island of Lemnos, and as they were tired of 
rowing and wanted to rest, they went on shore There 
was not a single man m the island, only women Some 
time before this, the men had purposed to thrust away 
their wives and take others, and so the women had 
kdled them all, not even exceptmg the old men and 
boys, and they determined to be a nation of women 
only, hke the Amazons The only man leftahve in the 
whole island vras the father of the Queen, Hypsipele, 
whom she loved very dearly and resolved to save at any 
cost There was a secret room m the palace m which 
she hid him, and every day she took hum food by 
stealth, for if the other women had discovered whar 
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she had done they would poihaps have killed her * The 
Argonauts were greatly astonished at seeing women 
do all the things that are usually undertaken by men, 
such as ploughing fields, felling trees in the wood, and 
practising with weapons of war The heroes asked where 
the men were, and they told them why they had killed 
them They did not however refuse to receive the 
strange heroes, but entertained them hospitably, and 
the Argonauts enjoyed themselves \ery ranch on the 
island Many of them found it much more agreeable 
than sitting at their oars in the ship, but after some 
tune had passed, Jason called them together, and they 
went back to the Argo and continued their journey 
Thej did not stop again till they had reached the 
country of the Dolioncs, and then they knew that they 
had left Europe behind them 

The Doliones always kept watchmen near the sea to 
give notice of any ships that were coming, for there 
were a great many pirates cruising about that sea who 
fell upon honest folk and robbed them, and the Doliones 
had lately suffered much at their liands When the 
Argo came near their land, a number of the Doliones 
assembled on the shore and asked the heroes what they 
wanted Jason said, ‘ We are going to Colchis to fetch 
the Golden Fleece, and we should like to lest here.’ 
On heanug this the Dohones received them kindly, and 
then king came dow'u to the shore and sent for several 
cattle and great skms of vrme to be brought Fires 
were hghted, the cattle were killed and roasted, and the 
Dohones feasted till the evemng with the heroes, who 
then sailed away But a great storm came on, and it 
was so dark that they could not even see the mast of 
For wliat oflerrvatds happened to Hj-psipele see pages 21S-I7 
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Uh' ehip tumble 1o mabc head against tbe 

high waio.^j -o lhe\ pulhd in tlie oars and let the 
‘'hiji iluice to the whmthng of the nnul In this t\ny 
they lo'^t (heir rcchotnng, utul no longer knon either 
the direct ’on from nhich tlie\ had come, or that in 
irhich they dc'^ircd to go. At last the storm subsided, 
and tho\ made for ‘•omo hnd which they could just 
tlhthignish not far from where thej were, but when 
they tned to land, the inhabitant*: came with weapons 
to drive them awav , for (hey thought they were pirates 
The Argonauts Killctl many enemies, but when the day 
dawrntd lliey dheovered th.at they were the Dohones, — 
neither party had recognised the other in the darkness, 
Then there vras great weeping for the dead, especially 
for the king who had entertained the heroes so royally 
the d ly before, and had been slam by them in the 
night nic Argonauts remained three days longer in 
tint country and celebrated magnificent games in 
honour of the Ling, — nmnmg races, wrestling with one 
another, and measuring their skill in shooting with the 
Imw and in throwing the lance, — and whoever did the 
best obtained the pnro. 

Then for the second time they sailed away from 
the land of the Dohones They were now not far from 
the Black Sea, and were coasting along by the country 
of Mysia, when it happened that some of the oars 
broke, and they had to stop and go into a forest to get 
some new ones. Heracles went far into the forest to 
look for the best trees, taking with him a boy named 
Hylas who sorv od him and whom he lov ed as his ovni 
son. Heracles was thirsty after his work, and he told 
the boy to go to the neaiest stream and draw him some 
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water in a pitcher Hylaa found a clear transparent 
pool fringed with lovely flowers, and stooped down to 
draw the water, but the nymphs to whom it belonged 
saw him and were so fascmated by his beauty, for he 
was the most beautiful boy in all Greece, that they 
came up from the bottom to draw him down into the 
pool , and they seized him, one by the hand and another 
by the foot, and said, ‘ Come down to our house, 
beautiful boy, and we will play with you ’ Hylas did 
not want to go, and he screamed and struggled with all 
his might, but the nymphs were stronger than he, and 
shagged him down. When Heracles heard his ciy, he 
thought the boy must have been earned off by robbers, 
so he took his oar and ran down to the brook, and not 
finding him there, he rushed finntically through the 
forest m search of him, saying that he would not go 
back to the ship without Hylas. Meanwhile evemng 
had come on, the other heroes had aU returned to the 
ship, and they sailed away, unmindful of Heracles 
The next morrung they saw mdeed that he was not 
there, but they could not sail all the way back again, 
^d they trusted that they would be able to brmg 
home the Golden Fleece without him So Heracles 
returned to Greece, where he accomphshed his twelve 
great Labours 

Some days afterwards the heroes landed again, and 
this time it was m a country where the king compelled 
every stranger who came into his dominions to measure 
hiB strength with him m boang The kmg was so 
piactMed a boxer that he had oveicome and kdled all 
who had contended with him When he heard that a 
Bhip with many heroes m it had come to his land, he said 
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ibAi jf tbcrt' \Tn<t nn} bn\\*e man among fhom, ha vrn*; 
p'qiorod to fight wth him Kov^ there ■wore two 
hornet on board the Argo named C-rslor and Pollux, 
■rho wore P'^m brother'* Ca<;lor wa'? skdlcrlin managing 
untamed hor^cj, and rolliK excelled m bo'cmg Pollux 
re^ohi'^I to jniujsh the Inughtj king, po he accepted his 
oflor of baxing ■with him nnd very «oon dealt him a 
fatal blorw A great nnnv of his followers had come to 
vratch the fight, exjicctmg to soc their king fell the 
<tnnger to the ground, nnd ■when thc\ siw that he was 
dead, they tried to kill Pollux in onler to a\cngc him ; 
but the Argonauts coued thcir ■weapons, and soon a 
number of Uieir enemies were dc id nnd the rest bad 
taken to flight. 

Farther on, the Argonauts came to a country where 
there lued a seer named PhincuF, wlio would gladly 
hoireter hare parted with his power of reading the 
future if that would lm\c delncrcd him from his 
n»‘-er^. Ho Ind once rriealed the fnturo contrary to 
the ixiil of the god", and as a punishment they made 
him blind, and jireiented him from haiing anything to 
cat. Whencier a meal was spread before him, there 
came from hea^en two monstrous beings with faces and 
IkkIic" like maidens, but whose feet and wings were 
those of ravens Tliey were called Harpies, and their 
names were Storm-foot nnd Swift-'wing. They snatched 
away the best part of the food and gobbled it up, and 
what they left smelt so badly that Plimeus could not 
cat it for loathing The old man was wasted away with 
hunger, and there was nothing left of him but skin .and 
bones. The Argonauts begged him to give them good 
ad\acc about their journey, and he promised to do so if 
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they would nd him of the JInrpies It happened that 
among them were two sons of Borens, the god of the 
north wind , they hnd wings on their shoulders and 
could fly like birds, bub it had been decreed by fate that 
if ever they failed to catch the object of their pursuit, 
they must die immediately. Tho\ aero quite willing to 
attack the Harpies, and next tune they came to snatch 
away the food from Plunous, the heroes drew their 
swords, spread their wings, and set out in chase of them 
The Harpies flew backwards and forwards in all directions 
over both sea and land, but at last Storm-foot was 
obbged to give in, and her pursuer was just going to 
seize her when her wings failed altogether, and she 
fell down mto a n\er below, where she was drowned, 
bwift-wing was still able to flutter a bttle, but presently 
she also gave in, and fell among some soft grass Her 
pursuer came after her and pierced her through with 
his sword, and then the heroes returned, the sword of 
one of them being still wet with the blood of Swifl-wing 
From that time Phineus could eat his meals in peace, 
undisturbed by the Harpies He told the Argonauts 
that they would soon come to two wonderful rocks, and 
instructed them what to do when they reached them, 
and he said that if they passed these in safety they 
would arrive at Colchis without further danger 

r Towmg for half a day, the heroes came to the 
roc s o which Phineus had told them, and never in 
heir hves had they seen anything so wonderful They 
were wo uge rocks, not fastened to the bottom of the 
sea, but saihng about separately, and every now and 
^ shed together and great waves broke over 
them, and there was a noisp as if the rooks were going 



THE QUEST OF THE AHGONAUTS 


159 


to break in pieces, but as they were made of the hardest 
stone, they remained quite sound. They darted about 
so quickly, and clashed against each other so constantly, 
that no ship had ever been a ole to pass them; eveiy 
vessel that had attempted it had been crushed to atoms, 
with every soul on board. But the Argo was very swift, 
being rowed by fifty heroes, and Phineus had told them 
to send out a dove in front of them, and vhat if the 
dove passed through the rocks safely, they also might 
venture; but if it were crushed, they would have to 
turn back, for the speed of the Argo was just equal to 
that of a dove. So when the rocks separated from one 
another, they sent out the dove, and it arrived happily 
at the other side, with only a few of its tail-feathers 
tom out Next time the rocks opened a pathway, they 
also steered through them, rowing with all their imght 
The ship shot through hke an arrow, and the same 
thmg happened to the Argo as to the dove, for the de- 
coration of the hinder-part of the vessel was tom off, 
just as the bird’s feathers had been And when the 
heroes looked back, they saw the rocks standmg still 
they had played their game for the last time, for it had 
been decreed by fate that if ever they allowed a ship to 
pass them, they would become rooted to the ground. 
So that ever since that time, ships have been able to 
sail past these rocks, as fast or as slowly as they please. 


3 The Fight for the Golden Fleece 

Some days after this, the heroes reached Colchis 
Many people came together to look at them, for never 
before had a ship reached their country from Greece, 
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and besides tbis, ilie Aigo was a noble vessel, niilike 
anything tbo Colcinans had o\ er seen, and she had a 
number of brave lieroea on board 'Jlio Argonauts liad 
fastened ropes to tlio ship with great stones at the 
end, which they thron into the sea to servo as anchors 
Then Jason said that some one must take lum to the 
king, and a number of people accompanied him as far as 
the palace, Jason was a noble-looking man, and for a 
mantle he wore the skin of a spotted panther that he 
had killed himself "Wlien he saw king Aeetes, be said 
that he had come from tbo home of Phniu”, and that 
King Pehas had sent lum to fetch the Golden Fleece 


biow Aeetes prized the Golden Fleece moie than all his 
other treasures, and had no intention of parting with il , 
hut as he was a crafty man, be said that he would give 
it to Jason if he would be willing to give a proof of bis 
real desue for it, by ploughing a piece of land with two 
wild buUs and sowing it with dmgon’s teeth The 
king thought that if Jason ventured to undertake this 
he would certainly pensh, for the bulls had brazen feet, 
and out of their mouths issued a stre.am of fire which 
borntnp everything that came near them, besides this, 
e ew that when the dragon’s teeth were sown, armed 
men wo rise up from them and kill Jason, so that 
even If he succeeded m managing the wild bulls, it 
would not be of much avail But Aeetes did not tell 
ason all this, and though Jason felt sure that the task 
] ^ ^ to him would be no easy one, 

be accepted he, .«i„„ to meet 

tarn tie nest da, m -n field near tie eit, in order to 
henie. asked him .hat lie tins had «ud, and L Wd 
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them Then as mght was coining on, they lay down 
on the shore, wrapped themselves np in their cloaks, and 
went to sleep 

King Aeetes had a daughter called I\Iedea who was 
a powerful enchantress, and knew the properties of aU 
kmds of herbs, and how to make use of them for good 
or evil She used to go to the mountains at night 
when the moon was shining to pluck herbs, and pre- 
pared all manner of magic drinks from them ; she also 
understood other kinds of witchcraft When she saw 
Jason standing m her father’s palace, she thought he 
looked like a true hero, and she felt a great love for 
him and longed to help him So in the night she left 
the palace and came to the shore where the heroes were 
asleep She at once recognised Jason and awoke him, 
and he rubbed his eyes in astomshment at seeing the 
maiden standing beside him m the moonhght, tall and 
beautiful, with her long white veil thrown back She 
said to him, ‘ My father, the king, mtends to kiU you, but 
if you wiU swear to be my friend, I will help you ’ She 
told him all about the bulls and the dragon’s teeth, and 
saidthatitwonldnotbepoBSible for him to overcome them 
without her help The beautiful princess pleased Jason 
well, and he promised that if he obtained the Golden 
Fleece through her assistance, he would take her home 
with him to be his wife Then Medea gave him a box 
containing ointment which protected any one who used ' 
it from being burnt by fire or wounded by steel for the 
space of one whole day She told him to anoint his 
shield his spear and his body with it the next morning, 
and then the bulls and the armed men would not be 
able to do him any harm ; she also faught him a trick 

M 
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winch she said he would fiud useful as a means of 
defence against the armed men When they bad 
talked for some tune longer, Medea wrapped her veil 
round her and went home , the people in the palace 
were not surpnsed, for they thought she had been 
wandermg about on the mountam as usual, collecting 
herbs 


At day-break the king betook himself to the field 
with all his courtiers and many other people, and 
Medea went also, attended by her women Near the 
field was a sacred forest m which the two bulls were 


feeding, and m this same forest hung the Golden Fleece, 
from which bright rays of hght might be seen stream- 
ing as the trees were swayed backwards and forwards 
by the wind The plough was standing ready in the 
field, and one of the king’s servants held m his hand a 
helmet which contained the dragon’s teeth Soon 
afterwards Jason armed with the Argonauts looking 
in such good spirits that the king and his foUowers 
were astonished, for they did not know about the oint- 
ment that had made him proof agamst fire and steel, 
the Argonauts knew about it, howe\ er, for Jason had 
told them The kmg commanded Jason to fetch the 
Mis, and he went mto the forest and soon found them 
They came towards him bellowing loudly, with the 
bright fire streaming from them mouths and nostnls, 
meamng to kick him to death with their hoofs But 
eir ery breath had no effect on Jason, and them 
^en 00 vJ (muld not do him any harm He seized 
^ ® dragged them along, and he 

the,/° although they struggled with aU 

tw m.ght and taed to pull first to f e r.ght and 
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then to the left, they were obliged to follow him It 
was a strange sight to see him coming out of the forest 
Avith the fire streaming over lus face and body, and the 
bulls kicking lum with their bra/en hoofs, yet notwith- 
stauding this, whole and unscathed He dragged the 
bulls to the plough and laid the yoke upon their necks, 
then he drove them through the field malang furrows 
as he went along, and when they were stubborn and 
refused to go on, he pricked them with a goad that he 
had m his hand He went up and dmm three times, 
until the king said it was enough, and then he un- 
hanieosed the bulls and let them go back into the 
forest The lung was very much astonished at his 
having performed the first part of his task so success- 
fully, but when he gave him the helmet with the 
dragon’s teeth in it, he felt sure that the armed men 
would at all events make on end of him. Jason walked 
up and down the furrows, and every here and there he 
threw in a tooth and stamped down a clod over it with 
his foot. \^'hen he had finished he looked round, — the 
armed men were already using out of the ground, and 
in a httle while the whole fifty had sprung up , they 
were completely covered with brazen armour, and had 
very angry faces Then Jason remembeied the trick 
that Medea had taught him, aud he took up stones 
from the ground and threw them among the band of 
wamors without letting the king see what he was doing 
Every time one of the armed men felt a stone stnke 
him, he began to fight with his neighbour because he 
thought it was he who had thrown it. So in a short 
time there was a fierce battle raging amongst the 
armed men, and .Tason found his task an easy one . he 
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took hi3 skield and spear, and killed tlie warriors in tlie 
confusion, till at last they all lay dead on the groiind, 
and the earth was quite red with their blood 

The people were fall of admiration for the brave 
hero, and when Jason took off his helmet and wiped his 
forehead, they thronged round him, praising his great 
achievement But the king was angry, and went away 
with his courtiers without speakiug a word to Jason. 
He was still determmed not to part with the Golden 
Fleece, and made up his mind to kill the hero who had 


come to ask for it When he reached the palace, he 
chose out the strongest of his soldiers and told them 
that he would himself lead them to the shore early the 
next morning while the Argonauts were stdl asleep, 
and that they would kill the heroes and bum the ship 
Aeetes expected to take the Argonauts by surpnse, but 
Medea went agam that evening to Jason and told him 
what her father intended She also said that she 
would get the Golden Fleece for him, and that they must 
ee away that night So they went together into the 
oreat in which the Fleece hung ; — high up among the 
ranc es shone the golden light, and at the foot of the 
n Lf ^ dragon that never slept Jason waited at 
for R>iA ■whde Medea went alone to the dragon, 

and ^ every day, 

bread tSt she hal h ^ 

one who tastes it 
dragon had s^vallowed 

time m his hfe c i, closed for the first 

0 asleep and snored so loudly 
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tliat all the birds in the wood arNoke and flew away 
Then Jason came forward and climbed up the tall oak 
and fetched down the Fleece, and when he had done 
this, they went back to the shore Jason had thrown 
the Fleece over his arm, and the Argonauts, who were 
on the look-out for lum, could see him coming towards 
tliem with his shmmg prize while he was still a long 
way off, and they pulled up the great stones which had 
been used as anchors, and made everything ready for 
their departure But Medea went back once more to 
her father’s palace, and creeping qmetly upstairs, she 
took her bttle brother Absyrtus gently out of his bed, 
and then set out on her flight She took him with 
her, not because she loved her brother, but because sbe 
thought he might be found useful in case her father 
should pursue them. You will soon hear what 
happened to him. 

4. The, JovA'ney Home 

When they were all m the ship, the heroes pushed 
off and sailed away. As it was midnight the helmsman 
had to steer by the stars, but he knew how to guide 
the ship in the direction of Greece, which lay to- 
wards the setting sun, and by daybreak they were 
already far from the land King AeStes came down 
to the shore with his followers, who took with them 
weapons to fight with, and also torches for bummg the 
ship But when they reached it, they stood mbbmg 
their eyes, for they could see neither the ship nor the 
heroes, and when they looked towards the forest, there 
was the dragon in a deep sleep, and the Golden Fleece 
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was gone. Soon the king heard that Medea had fled 
and had taken with her the httle Absjrtus, and then 
he knew who it was that had helped the Argonauts, and 
he was more angry than he had ever been in his life. 
He made his men get ready the swiftest ship the} haa, 
and promised to reward them nobly if they succeeded 
in overtaking the Argo 

They rowed with all Ibeir might, and towards even- 
mg they came m sight of the Argo Medea knew that 
all on board would be lolled if they fell mto the hands 
of her father, and when his ship had almost overtaken 
the Argo, she took a long knife and stabbed her brother 
Absyrtus to death, and cut him in pieces before the 
eyes of Aeetes and flung the pieces into the sea The 
king who had been so angry, now tore his hair for 
gnef, he no longer cared about the G-olden Fleece, and 
his only desire was to obtain the corpse of his son in 
order to bury it, for at that time it was believed that 
those whose bodies were not buned had no rest m the 


I-<ower World, and the king would not for the world have 
let his child’s body be eaten by the fishes. He com- 
manded his men to stop and look for the pieces, and 
by the time they had collected them all, the Argo was 
far out of sight, and they were obbged to tmn back 
The kmg gneved bitterly for his dead son, and when he 
came home be buned him with great magnificence 
en that was done, the wish nearest his heart was to 
^ A manned three ships with sailors, 

search of her and never to 
return tiU they had found her They sailed about in 

^ of file ship 
ywhere, so as they were afraid to go back to the king 
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TTithout her, they moored on a strange island, -where 
they settled dm\n and built houses and remained for 
the rest of their lives Aeetes was meanwhile spendmg 
all his days in watclung for their return. 

A -indent storm now overtook the Argo. The sea 
was stirred up and refused to carry peacefully on her 
bosom the ship in which the sister had murdered her 
brother, and the -waves rose as high as mountains, so 
that those who were on board the ship had to hold on 
to the sides and mast in order to avoid falhug into the 
sea. At last the Sacred Beam which -was planted in 
the fore part of the vessel, spoke, and said that the 
storm would not cease, nor would they have any pro- 
spenty in their voyage, until Medea and Jason had been 
purged from the stain of blood, and that they had better 
go to the enchantress Circe and beg her to do this for 
them So they sailed to the island where Circe hved, 
and jNIedea and Jason left the others in the ship and 
went ashore to the palace of the enchantress and 
placed themselves on the hearth, which was the place 
sacred to those who came to sue for help. Circe asked 
what was their desire, and Medea told her all that had 
happened, and begged her to atone for their cranes 
At first she refused to do this, for King AeStes was her 
brother, and it was her nephew that they had murdered , 
but at last she was persuaded, and purified them with 
sacrifices and baths When this had been done, they 
went back to the ship and continued their voyage, and 
they had now such lovely weather that the fishes came 
up from the bottom of the sea and played memly m 
the sunshine 

After some time the Argonauts came to the -wicked 
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Sirens, who were treacherous nymphs that bved in the 
sea. Their faces were marvellously beautiful, and they 
sang so enchantmgly that every one who heard them 
was bewitched and could not help going to them 
But under the water they had great ugly claws m stead 
of hands, and their bodies ended in a hideous Bsh-tail. 
They clutched those who came to them with their 
claws and ate them up, and all the reef where they 
lived was strewn with the bones of the men they had 
eaten But even those who knew how cruel and 


treacherous they were, could no longer believe it when 

they heard them sing, and could never resist jumping 

into the sea and swimming towards them AVhen the 

Surens saw the ship approaching, full of noble heroes, 

they thought they were gomg to have a grand feast 

and began to smg their sweetest songs. They would 

have enticed even the Argonauts, and all the witchcraft 

of Medea would have been powerless to save them, if 

there had not been a hero on board, named Orpheus, 

who was famous all over Greece for his singing and 

playmg, and who had such marvellous power over the 

earts of men that no one who heard him could refrain 

from weepmg, however cruel and hard he might be. So 

the moment the Sirens began, Oipheus took his lyre and 

opposition to them, and he sang so glonously 

an^ tViR ,1 bstened to him rather than to the Sirens, 

foUowPil -u always drawn towards music, 

followed the ship till the song was ended 

which Rw came to the Wandering Rocks, 

conia be eeen 
“ ‘ke- Bidee It seeded as if 
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ifc were a sort of amusement to them to give chase to 
ships and destroy them, and when they had dashed 
them to pieces, there was the fire ready at hand to 
burn them up No ship had ever yet reached home in 
safety after passing them. But the goddess Hera was 
unwilhng to see the brave heroes on board the Argo 
perish miserably, so she commanded the nymphs who 
hved at the bottom of the sea to protect the vessel; 
these were not wicked n3nnphs bke the Sirens, but 
kmd and fnendly to brave heroes. A great splashmg 
was heard m the water, and ever so many nymphs 
came up from the bottom of the sea, each one more 
beautiful than the last They swam round the ship, 
and when one of the rocks came towards her from the 
nght, meamng to crush her, they pushed her away to 
the left, and when a rock came from the left, they 
pushed the ship to the right, and they did it so fest 
that the rocks could not overtake her This amused 
them very much, and they laughed out merrily when- 
ever the rocks shot past them Soon the Argonauts 
were agam out in the open sea, and they thanked 
the nymphs many tunes for their help Then the 
nymphs went back to their homes at the bottom of the 
sea 

After rowmg for a long time, the heroes came to 
the island of Crete They would have liked to go on 
shore, but there was an iron watchman who refused to 
allow any one to land without the kmg’s express per- 
mission Hir name was Talos, and he had been made 
out of mm by the blacksmith -god Hephaestus, who 
pave him to Minos the king of Crete Minos used 
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whole island three times every day and drive away any 
strangers who might approach it. He was all non, ex- 
cepting a smgle vein that ran from his head ngbt 
down to his feet, and was fastened underneath with 
iron nads which held in the bfe blood that ran through 
the vein and kept hiro ahve. MTien Tales saw the 
ship full of heroes cuming, he stood still and threw great 
stones at her It would have been of no use for the 
Argonauts to shoot spears and arrows at him in return, 
for he could not be wounded , so Medea called out to 
him over the water, ‘ Tales, if you will be kind to us 
and let us land, I will show yon bow you may become 
immortal ’ Tales was pleased at this, and he began to 
make friendly grimaces, and shouted back his answer 
in a voice that came out of his iron body like the 
sound of a great trumpet He said, ‘ First tell me how 
I may become immortal, and tben I wiU let you land ’ 
But jMedea answered him deceitfully, and she called 
back, ‘ Draw out the nail that is in your foot, and all 
that 18 mortal in you wtII flow out ’ Talos believed 
her, and he sat down on the shore and drew out the 
nail with some difficulty, for it had been well ham- 
mered in Then the red blood flowed out, and Talos 
was glad, for he thought it was his mortality which was 
lea\nng him , but he became weaker and weaker, and 
when the last drop of blood had flowed out of his body, 
he was dead, and there was nothing left but a cold 
mnp of iron The Argonauts could now sail to the 
u hindrance, and they clambered down out 

o c s p and hunted some wild animals, which they 
cooked and made a feast of, on the shore 

The Argonauts sailed from Crete to Greece without 



THE QUEST 01* THE AHGOKAUTS 171 

Stopping, for tlie gods gave tliem favourable vrmds, and 
when at last they came in sight of the Grecian coast, 
they aU rejoiced greatly at seeing then beloved country 
again. They landed at that part of it vfhich is called 
the Isthmus, and is the road between the peninsula 
of Peloponnesus and the rest of Greece, and there they 
drew the Argo up on to the shore. The brave ship had 
been beaten against many a rock, and had been so long 
in deep water that she was covered with green shme. 
The Argonauts said that she should never be used for 
any other journey, and they dedicated her to the sea- 
god Poseidon as a thank-ofifenng to him for having 
brought them home in safety She remained for a 
very long time standing on the Isthmus, and every one 
who went by, looked at her and thought of the many 
dangers and difficulties that the Argonauts had passed 
through At last however, the Sacred Beam died, and 
soon afterwards the Argo herself fell to pieces, for the 
boards of which she was made had become qmte rotten 

5. Medea^s Revenge. 

^^^^en the heroes arrived in Greece, they separated 
and returned to their own homes, and Jason and Jledea 
went to lolcus where king Pehas lived Pehas had 
thought that it would be quite impossible for Jason ever 
to return, because of all the dangers he would meet with 
ingoing to fetch the Golden Fleece, andhehad killed his 
brother, Jason’s father, for fear he should in some way 
avenge the death of his son, — so that when the yoxmg 
hero walked into the palace with the Golden Fleece 
banging over his arm, the king turned red and pale by 
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turns Jason did not know as yet of the injury that 
Pelias had done him , but when he went to his father’s 
house he found it empty, and the people told him that 
his father had been killed by order of the king Jason 
was very sad at heanng this, and could no longer take 
any pleasure in the thought of all the great deeds he 
had done , but Medea told him not to gneve, for she 
would avenge the wrong he had sufiered She thought, 
too, that if Pehas were dead, Jason would be the king 
of lolcus and she the queen, and she adiised Jason to 
dissemble, and behave as if he had forgiven the king, 
whilst she herself went every day to the pakice and 
made friends with his daughters One day she told 
them that if they had spirit enough to venture on it, 
they could make their old father young again, though 
his hair was aheady white and his face was covered 
with wrmkles. The princesses would not beheve Medea, 
but she said she would prove it She took an old ram 
and slew him, and cut him up into several pieces, and 
laid the pieces m a great caldron of boiling water, 
and when she had poured a magic jmce over them, a 
young lamb jumped fiom the caldron, while no trace of 
the ram could be seen Then the girls believed Medea, 
and begged her to give them the magic juice with 
which to make their old fathei young again , but Medea 
gave them instead, a liquid, which looked just hke it, 
ut which had no power whatever The kmg’s daugh- 
rs id not delay a single day, but the next tune them 
ather was asleep, they went to him and killed him, 
one struck off his head, while the others cut the rest of 
18 ody into pieces They had a huge caldron stand- 
ing ready on the fire, into which they threw the pieces, 
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atkd Liien they povired over them the hqmd that Medea 
bad given them, expecting to see their father come out 
a young man. But Peliaa was dead, and dead he 
remained. The princesses watched the caldron for a 
long time, but at last they were ohhged to give up all 
hope, and then they broke out into bitter waihng and 
lushed about the streets with dishevelled hair, crying 
out that Medea had deceived them and made them 
kill their father without knowing what they were 
domg. The people bad not cared for Pehas because 
he had been a cruel and severe man, but they would 
not sanction the treachery by which he had come to hia 
end, and instead of choosing Jason for their new king, 
they chose the son of Pehas, so that things turned out 
very differently from Medea’s expectations, and she and 
Jason had to leave the country. 

They went to the city of Corinth, where King Creon 
ruled. He received them with open arms, for he had 
heard of Jason’s brave deeds and was glad that be had 
come to hve in his country, and he gave bun a beaufaful 
house with meadows and vineyards and orchards all 
round it. Jason and Medea hved there in peace for 
ten years, and the gods sent them two children whom 
Medea loved dearly j they were the first human beings 
she had ever really cared for. But the king had a 
daughter named Glance, who though only a child when 
Jason first went to Connth, had now grown up to be 
a very beautiful maiden, and Creon was anxious that 
she should marry a noble hero, for she was his only 
child, and her husband would be kmg of Cormth after 
his death and would mherit all his nches And as 
Jason pleased him well, he said to him that if he would 
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get nd of Medea, he wotild give him his daughter 
Glance for his wife Jason no longer cared for Medea 
as at the first, becanse she was of a gloomy, discon- 
tented nature, and he thought that if he were rich, he 
conld make up to her for the wrong he would do her 
by taking another wife So he told the long that he 
would agree to his proposal, and he said to Medea that 
he would give her a great deal of gold and silver, and 
the most beautiful dresses that could be made, and that 


she should never want for anything, but hve just as li 
she were the richest queen in the world. He also told 
her that he was making this new marnage for the sake 
of his children, in order that they might have a king 
for their father hledea was very angry about it in 
her heart, but she pretended to agree, and when the 
day came on which the marriage was to be celebrated, 
she gave Jason a magnificent robe and begged him to 
take it to Glauce as a present from herself Jason took 
it without any suspicion, and Glauce was very much 
pleased with it and went into her bedchamber to put 
it on for the weddmg But the robe had been dipped m 
a poisonous juice, and as soon as it became warm it 
burst out into flames Glauce could not tear it off, and 
she screamed for help , her father and Jason came 


^ nothing they 

^n 0 was of any use, and Glauce perished miserably. 

eou t ew himself upon the dead body of his daugh- 
er an tore his hair and wept bitterly, but Jason drew 
^8 sword and rushed home to kill Medea But as he 
a oLt ^ he looked up at the sky and saw 

was ^ ^nged dragons, m which Sledea 

ivmg away Medea had purposed to kill her two 



THE QUEST OP THE AHOOHAUTS. 


175 


children before she went, because of the pain which she 
knew this would cause Jason , but when she had taken 
up the dagger, the children, who did not know what was 
in her mind, stood looking at her with their pretty blue 
eyes, and she had not the heart to carry out her mten- 
tion, but caught them up in her arms and covered them 
with kisses, and then fled away m the enchanted 
chanok 
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TBESED8 

There was a great and &moris city m Greece called 
Athens, about wbicb, when it was first built, there arose 
a strife between the sea-god Poseidon and the wise 
goddess Athene, as to which of them should be its pro- 
tector, for the Greek cities were each under the special 
care and guardianship of some god or goddess As 
they could not agree about it, the other gods said that 
they must each bnng a present to the city, and that it 
should belong to whichever of them gave it the best 
present The gods assembled one day in the fortress, 
which had been built on a hill in the middle of the 
city * Poseidon struck the ground with his tndent 
and out sprang a noble animal which was the first 
horse that had ever been seen, and the gods admired 
the beautiful creature very much. G?hen it was the 
turn of Athene, and she brought forth the ohve tree, 
and explained how the ohves, which it bears in abund- 
ance, could be used for making oil After this the gods 
gave their judgment, and they said —‘This is such a 
stony land that the citizens would find the noble 
orsB of httle service, for the horse cannot go well 
> Tins tortress was aftenvards oaUed the Acropolis ot Athens 
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over une\ cn ground, but the obve-tree would fiouneh, 
nnd would be useful to the citizens in many ways,’ So 
tbe city was placed under the guardianship of Athene 
and was named after her, and tbe citizens planted olive- 
trees all over the country and foimd in these their chief 
wealth They took great care of the tree in the fortress 
from which all the otheis had sprung, and it outlived 
its children and its grandchildren But after many 
years had passed, the country was invaded by some 
enemies who laid waste all the beautiful houses and 
temples and e\en burnt the sacred olive-tree itself 
down to the roots On the next day, however, when 
all round it there was nothing to be seen but smolang 
rums, behold ' a new obve-tree had sprimg from the 
ashes of the old one, which grew, and became in time a 
large tree 

The city of Athens was at one time ruled over by a 
king named Aegeus, who had a wife but no children. 
This was a great sorrow to him, hut his brother Pallas 
was very glad of it, for he had fifty sons, and he thought 
that if Aegeus died without children his sons would 
mhent the kingdom After a time however the wife 
of Aegeus died, and soon afterwards he went to stay 
with a king who bved in the city of Troezen, which 
was several days’ journey from Athens , there he 
was secretly mamed to the king’s beautiful daughter 
Aethra, and his great wish was fulfilled, for Aethra 
had a young son Aegeus would not however take 
him back to Athens with him, for he feared that his 
brother’s sons, the wild PaUantidae, would try to kill 
him. So he resolved to leave the chdd to be brought up 
by his mother m Troezen, and before he set out on 

N 


r 
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his journey home he huned hiB sword and his sandah 
underneath a huge stone, and told Aethra that irhen 
the child was strong enough to heave up the stone 
and take the sword and sandals from under it, he must 
leave her and come to him at Athens After this he 
went back to his kingdom without telling any one 
that the gods had given him a son. Aethra loved 
her son very dearly, she named him Theseus, and 
brought him up with great care He grew hand- 
some and strong, and delighted above everythmg in 
hstenmg to his mother whilst she told him stones 


about all the old heroes, and especially about the 
strong Heracles, who had killed so many monsters and 
dnven away all the robbers out of the land. Theseus 
did not know who his father was, but when he had 
become a young man and the down was beginning 
to grow upon his chm, Aethra thought he would be 
strong enough to lift the stone, and she took him 
to the place where it lay, and told him that under- 
n^th it were the sword and sandals of his father 
w o was Aegeus, the king of Athens Without much 
f ^ Theseus heaved up the huge stone, though 
A X deeply embedded in the earth; and then 

V * father was still abve, and 

him A^ ^ sword and sandals and go to 

and nrPTi Tl^eseus rejoiced at hearing this, 

manv rnhh Troezen to Athens for there were 

give Thter wHted to 

slioBld take tk. aimoas that he 

Theseuettetehrave 
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hero, and instead of being afraid of the robbers, he -was 
only eager to meet with them. So they were obhged 
to let him have lus oivn way, and comforted themselves 
by praying to the gods to protect him. 

Theseus accordingly set out on his journey, and he 
had not long left Troezen when lie came to a savage 
robber who lurked by the roadside, and who was called 
the Club-camer He had a very ugly face, and was 
lame, but \ery strong Ho used to he on the grass 
among the trees, and whenever a traveller passed by, ho 
sprang out and struck him down with a heavy iron club 
which he wielded quite easiljq and then he robbed him 
of his goods "WTien Theseus came along the road, the 
robber sprang out to kill him ; but Theseus avoided the 
blow, so that the heavy club struck the earth beside 
him, and then he wrestled with the robber. He at 
last succeeded in wrenching the club out of his hand, 
and then he battered bis head with it, so that the Club- 
carrier died by the same weapon with which he had 
killed others This was the first heroic deed that 
Theseus had performed, and he took the iron club away 
with him to serve both for a weapon and a trophy 

Soon afterwards he came to a fir-wood, where there 
lived a robber called the Fir-bender He was tall and 
strong, with long hnstly hair, and he looked very fierce 
and wild. It was his dehght to seire travellers and 
torture them cruelly he used to bend two flexible fir- 
trees down to tbe ground, and tie each of the traveller’s 
feet to one of these trees, and then he let them spnng 
apart, and broke out into a hideous laugh when he saw 
the body tom in two and one half haugmg to each of 
the trees Theseus knew that the robber lived m the 
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forest, and he went straight to his house. The Fir- 
bender came out to seize him, but Theseus wrestled 
wrth him, and threw him He resolved to punish him 
with the torture that he had himself devised, and he 
bent down two young fir-trees and tore the robber’s body 
in two, though he screamed hombly and entreated 
Theseus to spare him The Fir-bender had a danghter 
called Pengune who lived with him in the foreA She 
was not at all like her father, but was, on the contrary, 
gentle and good, and sbe used to tend Ibe plants and 
(lowers that grew near their house When she saw that 
Theseus had killed her father, she was afraid and thought 
he would kill her too, so she hid herself among some 
large-leaved plants, and said to them, just as if they 
could understand her, that if they would shelter her 
she would never pluck any of them again Theseus 
looked everywhere for her, hut he could not see her on 
account of the thick leaves He guessed that she must 
have hidden herself, and so he called out to her not to 


be afraid, for he would not do her any harm. His voice 
sounded so kind that she was encouraged to come out, 
and they sat and talked together, and Pengune gave 
him some food, after which Theseus took leave of 
her and went away The girl never plucked any flowers 
from the plants among which she had hidden herself, 
nor from any others of the same kmd, and when she 
became the wife of a hero she taught her children that 
they must never do so either, and they in turn brought 
up their children in the same way, so that no one who 
was of the race of the robber ever injured any plants of 


Theseus had heard that there was a fierce she-boar 



TFBSFLS 


181 


In the iicaglibourliCKxl Ih it djfl n greit deal of damage, 
nnd he re^oU I d t hit lie vroald rid the people of her 
lie came npn her footpnnt': m the grass followed 
them tdl he hvl tricked her to her den She started 
up to kill lum with her tu^k*-, and a fierce struggle 
folhTred. m which Tiieseu-' handled his tliib raliautlj, 
and ni li'^t hit tin h.ir a lu’ghtj hlovr on the head 
which meked her ''hull and niidc.mend of her Then 
Tueseu^: wiiH-d tlic dew from his forehead and continued 
hi' jonme\. Ifis roul now hj along arock^ patliabo>e 
the SCI, and he jir.^scntly came to a rock which was the 
abode of the rohher Sciron. lie was a strong, powerful 
man, who amused himself in a xery homidc manner 
Ifc used to sit oa r rock abo\e the sen, blocking up the 
road so that no one could jvjss, and ho compelled ererj 
ln>ener who came that wi% to wash Ins feet, and while 
thc_} were doing this he kicked them o\tr the cliff, so 
(hat they fell down into the sra where there lurked a 
great tortoise read \ toe it them up Theseus treated 
the robber just as he had treated others, he was the 
Btronger of the two, and he compelled Sciron to do as 
he told him, and wash hi^ feet, and then he kicked him 
over the cliff, and the fortoiEC seized him by the neck 
and gobbled h'm up 

That same mening Theseus reached the house of 
the vrickerl >Strctcher, whose ciMom it was to sit before 
his door and inaitc travellers to lodge with him for the 
night lie alv^ays fed them sumptuously , but at bed-time 
he brought out two licdsteads, a big one and a httle one, 
and he t<x)k the short people to the big bedstead and 
killed tbcm by' stretching out their limbs till they were as 
long as the coucli, (for which reason he was called the 
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Stretcher) and the tall people he laid upon the httle 
bedstead and lopped off as much of their limbs as 
stretched beyond it, and then he left them to bleed to 
death. Theseus behaved as if he did not know about 
the robber’s wicked practices he ate and drank and 
carried on a cheerful conversation, but when the robber 
led him into the sleeping-chamber, Theseus seized him 
round the body, threw him on to the short bedstead, 
and then drew his sword and hewed off his legs above 
the knees , then two great streams of blood gushed 
forth, and the robber died Theseus dragged the body 


out into the open air where it was devoured by wolves, 
vultures, and ravens, but he himself lay down to rest in 
the house and slept till the morning, and when the day 
dawned, he went on his way The Stretcher was the 
last robber he met with, and ever after this journey 
of his, travellers could go from Troezen to Athens 
without tear of being lobbed and killed, and as they 
journeyed they thought of the young hero Theseus to 
whom they owed theu safety 

Theseus soon afterwards amved m Athens He 
first of aU bathed himself m a stream near the city, for 
he was co/ered with dust and blood, and when he was 
c eansed, he entered the town and was conducted to his 
father’s palace He went in saying that he was a 
sttanger, md begged the long to shoiv him hoapilahty 
egeM TVM noiv old, and he was very sorrowful, for he 
tho^ht that h,s son must be dead and that the wieked 

“ed ft„rr .J’”’ 1” I-'' *e 

aed from Cormth m her ehanot drawn by dmgons.' 
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She ras TTise and crafty in speech, and she had succeeded 
tn gaming so great an inSuence over the king that he 
asked her advice in all things, and followed it. No one 
knew who Theseus was except Jledea, but she knew, 
for she could find out any secret by means of her magic 
arts. She was not at all pleased that Theseus had come 
to Athens, for she feared that the king would set greater 
store by his son than by her, and that her power wonld 
now be at an end So she told Aegeus that the stranger 
was a kinsman of the Pallantidae, and that he had come 
for the purpose of kdling him. The poor old king be- 
lieved what she told him and was seized with fear, and 
he asked her what he had better do to save his life 
Medea answered that she wonld tti-it some poison with 
the wine that Thesens was to drink, and Aegeus gave 
her leave to do so But while they were at dinner, it 
happened that Thesens wanted to cut off a piece of 
roasted meat, and he drew his sword to cut it, for 
the Greeks had not at that tune learnt the use of 
bmves and forks Then Aegeus recognised the sword, 
and he sprang up and dashed the goblet from the table , 
the poisoned wine flowed all over the floor, but Aegeus 
paid no attention to it, for he had flung his arms round 
Thesens, and was embracing him and ciying out, ‘My 
son. my son ’ Both the father and son rejoiced greatly 
at thus findmg each other, and they had many things 
to ask and to tell, and when Theseus related how he 
had destroyed the robbers, the joy of the old kmg was 
doubled at finding that bis son was so brave a hero 
Meanwhile he gave no thought to the wicked Medea 
who had intended to poison Theseus, and she went out 
and called her dragon-car. It came rushing through 
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the air towards her, and she got into it and flew awaj, 
and has never been seen again 

The old king was quite happy now, and he sent a 
herald to proclaim all through the city that Theseus 
was his son and the heir to his kingdom No one 
grudged him his happiness except the ivicked Pallas 
and his sons, who till now had been the chief men in 
the city They were nch and had a great many ser- 
vants, and they assembled them all in a little wood near 
the city, intending to leaie some of them there in 
ambush, and to lead the others towards the ciiy and 
shout to Theseus to come out and fight them They 
thought that he would come out against them with a 
few men only, and that after the battle had begun, they 
would be joined by the sen ants left in the wood which 
would make the odds very unequal , and they hoped that 
they would thus be able to lull Theseus, and then go 
on mto the city and murder the old king But after 
they had made all their preparations, one of the ser- 
vants went to Aegeus and revealed the treachery they 
were planmng Then Theseus went out towards the 
wood, followed by a number of the citizens, and slew 
the men who were in ambush there, and when the rest 
heard that, they were afraid, and fled from the country 
Theseus was anxious to perform some heroic deed 
which would benefit the Athenians and make them 
love and honour him There was at that time a fierce 
bull in the country who kiUed men and cattle, and who 
ci^ed the Bull of Marathon, because he hved near 
Marathon, about twenty miles from Athens It was the 
beast that had formerly been called the Cretan Bnll, and 
ad been brought by Heracles from Crete, at the com- 
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mand of Eur^’stbeus, as his seventh Labour.' Ever since 
that time the Ea\age bull had been at large in Greece, 
doing much damage. Theseus went out against him 
without either sword or club, for he wished to overcome 
the bull by his own hero-strength alone, and bnng him 
ahve to Athens, some of the citizens nent with him, 
but only to look on at a distance When Theseus came 
in sight of the bull, he stood still, and the bull rushed 
at him, bellowing and lowering his head to run his 
horns into luin and toss him up high into the air, as he 
had tossed many a one before But Theseus seized 
him by the horns and dragged him aside, and then a 
mighty wrestling took place, — the eyes of theyoung hero 
glowed like fire, and the \ems of his arms were swollen 
high inth the effort he had to make When they had 
wrestled for some time, the bull grew tired and tried to 
get free, hut Theseus held him fast and dragged him 
into the city, and all the Athenians came out to meet 
him, and they praised him and said that he was hke 
Heracles Theseus then took the bull to the temple of 
Apollo to sacrifice him to the god He cut oflf the 
hairs from the ammal’s forehead, as the custom was, 
and laid them in the flame of the fire that was burning 
on the altar and prayed to Apollo, and then he took 
up the sacnficial axe, and felled the great bull to the 
ground inth a single blow The sacrifice was then 
performed in the usual manner, and it was the most 
splendid ammal that had ever been offered to any god. 
The Athenians were proud of their strong young pnnce, 
and they loved and honoured him 

Not long after this, the time came round when the 

' Seo page 122. 



186 


MYTHS OF HELLAS. 


A-thenians were obliged to send tbeir tnbute to tbe 
king of Crete; it was, indeed, a shameful tribute, — 
seven youths and seven maidens, who were sent to 
pensh there miserably. Minos, the king of Crete, 
bad had a son named Androgens, who had once hap- 
pened to come to Athens just when there was a feast 
gomg on, and sports at which all the young men vied 
with one another m feats of skill and strength j and he 
had taken part m the sports, and had excelled all others 
and won the prize of honour But the Athenians were 
very angry at his having beaten them, and they lay m 
wait for him as he was on his way home, and fell upon 
him and killed him When his father. King Minos, 
heard of this, he swore that the Athemans should suffer 


for it, and he prepared his ships and sailed with a 
mighty army to fight against Athens The gods took 
the part ot IMinos and sent a pestilence among the 
Athemans , they also dned up their nvers and spoiled 
their harv'ests, so that there was great distress through- 
out the country At last the Athenians were ohhged 
to sue for peace, and Mmos granted it on condition 
that every nme years they should give him a tribute of 
seven youths and seven maidens There was a wonderful 
house m Crete where the youths and maidens who were 
sent as tnbute met with a miserable death The house 
was c^ed the Labjumth, and it was as large as a town, 
an ad countless courts and goUenes Those who 
en ere it without bemg famihar with its passages could 

it and they burned from 

oue to another of the numberless rooms looking for the 
entrance door, but all m vam,— they only became more 
and more hopelessly lost m the bewildering house, and 
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at last a monster who lived there, came and ate them 
np. He was called the IMinotaur, and he had the form 
of a man, excepting his head, which was that of a bnll, 
and he had a bull’s voice 

■When the tune for paying the tribute came round, 
all the youths and maidens of Athens had to assemble 
in the market-place. Then two brazen vessels were 
brought out, and they put a number of balls into each 
of them; mto one vessel they put as many balls as 
there were youths in the city, and into the other as 
many balls as there were maidens ; seven of the balls 
m each vessel were black, and all the rest were white 
All the youths and maidens in turn had to put their 
hand into one of the vessels and draw out a baU with- 
out looking, and those who drew the black balls had to 
go on board the ship that was waiting to take them to 
Crete. For this sorrowful journey the ship always had 
black sails mstead of white ones 

For the third tune the Athenians were now 
obhged to pay the tribute of seven youths and seven 
maidens to the king of Crete When Theseus heard 
about it, he begged his father to let bun sad with 
them, for he hoped that he would be able to kdl the 
monster aud deliver the Athemans The king was 
afraid that Theseus woidd never come back, notwith- 
standmg the great deeds he had abeady performed, and 
he refused at first to give his consent, but Theseus said 
that it would be a disgrace to him if he did not go, and he 
persisted in his request tdl his father granted it When 
the others had been chosen by lot, they all went on 
board the ship which was ready to sad, and Aegeus and 
many others went down to the shore to take leave of 
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them. All were heart-broken at the parting except- 
ing Theseus, but he was in very good spinta, for he 
hoped this would be the last time that such a journey 
would have to be made The old king gave him a 
white sail which he begged him to hoist if he came 
back in safety, sajung, ‘ If you are alive when the ship 
returns, let me know it by this signal , but if on the 
contrary you have perished, the black sail will teU me 
the sad news as soon as the ship comes in sight,’ 
Theseus promised to do as his father wished, and then 
he went on board the vessel and gave the signal to the 
sailors, who plied their oars and pushed off from 
the land And Aegeus returned home and prayed to 
the gods to bnng his son back to him in safety 

After some time the voyage came to an end, and 
the ship with the black sails arrived in Crete Jlmos 
sent his soldiers to conduct the j'ouths and maidens to 
a dungeon where they were to remain till the next day, 
and ns they passed through the streets many people 
crowded to look at them, lamenting that the young 
lives should be sacrificed The procession went past 
the palace gate wbeie King i\Iinos was standing with 
his daughter Anadne, who was a lery beautiful girh 
\Mien Ariadne saw Theseus she could not help gazing 
at him, for she thought he looked more like a true hero 
than any one she had ever seen, though many heroes 
came to her father’s court She could not bear to think 
that he must perish, and all night long, when every one 
else was asleep, she lay awake on her couch thinking 
ow s e could save him In the morning she watched 
and went to the prison, where she 
and more hopelessly'^ getting m because she was the 
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kiijgV She nllcfl ^'bo9cn<> npnrf, nnd told lum 

that plio loved Imii nnd longed to 5a\c him, and she 
ga\c him a "ball of thread nnd said that he mwBt secretly 
fasten one end of it to the entrance of the Labjaanth 
nnd unrn%cl it u'^ he rvent along, so that he might be 
able to find In'; a-ay out ngain. She also gave him a 
slnr]» sword nhich she liad taken from her father’s 
amiomy, (lint he might be armed for his struggle 
vnth the Minotaur Theseus thanked the beautiful 
Ariadne, nnd told her that he was (he son of the king 
of Athens, nnd that if he escaped m safety from the 
Lib;i,nnth he would take her home with him to be his 
wife She nillingl} conseuted to this, and then left 
the prison, and soon afterwards the guards came to 
take the prisoner^- to the Lab^Tinlli, they did noi see 
the vword and the ball of thread winch Ariac/ne had 
given to I'hescus, for he had hidden them in his robe. 
When they reached the I>abynnth they led the prisoners 
a long way into it nnd then left them, thinking that 
they would nc\er find Ihcir way out again, for they 
did not notice that Theseus had unfastened his ball 
at the entrance nnd let the thread pass through his 
fingers as he wont along. "VtTicn the guards had turned 
back, the youths and maidens thought they would ha\e 
to wander about hopelessly until the Minotaur came 
and de^ollred them, but Theseus spoke to them en- 
couragingly, nnd said that by the help of the gods he 
would slay the monster and bnng them out of their 
trouble. About mid-day they lienrd the monster bel- 
lowing in the distance, he was still some way from 
them, but be scented human blood, and as be came 
nearer his bellowing grew louder and louder. The 
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others crowded together in a comer, each wanting to 
be the last to meet him, but Theseus stood forward in 
the middle of the room with lus naked sword raised, 
waiting for his approach He was as tall again as a 
man, and he had powerful fists and a huge mouth, and 
or his head were two great horns He stretched out 
his arm to seire Theseus and opened his mouth to bite 
off his head, but The'^ous spring behind him and hewed 
off one of his legs at the knee joint, and then the huge 
giant fell down and bellowed until the walls shook with 
the noise he made Theseus measured with his eye to 
see where his heart must be, and taking careful aim, 
he stabbed him through the back at that place. A 
great stream of blood gushed out, and the monster lay 
on the ground groaning and moaning and beatmg about 
wildly With his arras , he did not hit any one, howeier, 
and before long he was dead The youths and maidens 
all came round Theseus, and they fell down and kissed 
his feet and hands They waited till it was dark, and 
then set out to leave the Labyrinth, Theseus gorag m 
front and muding up the ball of thread ns he went. 
They passed through room after room and court after 
court, till at last they reached the door, where they 
found Anadne waiting for them , she had stolen away 
from the palace, and was full of joy when she saw them 
am\ e Then they all went together to the ship, which at 
once put out to sea, and by daybreak they were already 
far away^ Kmg Jlinos thought his daughter must have 
been carried off by robbers, for it never occurred to him 
that she could have sailed away with the pnsoners whom 
he behei ed to have been devoured by the Jlinotaur, 
and he searched for her all over the inland When he 
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heard, some time afterwards, what had really happened, 
he was so amazed at the bravery of Theseus that he 
never again ventured to demand the tnhute from the 
Athemans. 

When Theseus and his compamons had sailed for 
some days, they came to the island of Naxos, and as it 
was evemng, they went ashore to sleep Naxos was the 
favourite country of Dionysus, the wine-god , he often 
used to stay in the island, and he caused the finest 
vines to grow theie Theseus and his compamons slept 
on the shore, and towards mommg, Dionysus appeared 
to Theseus m a dream and said to him, ‘ Ease up and 
return home at once with your finends, but leave Anadne 
behmd you, for I myself have chosen her to be my 
wife ’ Theseus awoke veiy sorrowful at havmg to leave 
the beautiful Anadne, but he knew that he must do as 
the god commanded, and he roused his compamons and 
told them his dream, and then they went softly doivn 
to the ship and sailed away, leaving Anadne asleep on 
the island. When it was bright dayhght, Ariadne 
awoke and found herself alone She sprang up and ran 
down to the shore, and seemg the ship some way out 
at sea, she thought they had forgotten her, and waved 
her veil as a signal for them to come back. The ship’s 
crew saw her, but they sailed on all the same, and then 
Anadne sat down on the shore and wept bitterly, for 
she thought that Theseus had abandoned her because 
he did not love her, and that she was left to perish in 
misery and distress. As she sat thus weeping, with her 
beautiful head restmg on her hand, and with her mind 
ftdl of sad thoughts, she heard a sound of flutc-playing 
on the island, which came nearer and nearer, and a 
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crowd of men and women appeared before ber \n a 
strange procession. The foremost was a marvellonsly 
beautiful youth, who had a crown of vine-leaves on his 
head, and drove m a golden chanot drawn by two 
spotted panthers The youth was Dionysus, and he 
went up to Anadne and said, ‘ Do not be afraid , I am 
the god who created the vine, and I love you, and am 
going to make you my wife ’ The mamage was cele- 
brated that veiy day, and all the woods and valleys in 
the island resounded with sweet music , the Bacchantes 
danced and sang, and the old Silenus who had tidcen care 
of Dionysus m his childhood ' was mtoxicated the whole 
day long by way of doing honour to his master Anadne 
was now the wife of the god Dionysus, and she became 
immortal, and was gifted with perpetual youth 

The ship that earned away Theseus soon reached 
Athens, but Theseus was so absorbed in thoughts 
of Anadne that he forgot to hoist the white sails 
which were to announce his safe return The aged 
Aegeus had passed many long hours since his son had 
left him in sitting on a high rock from which he could 
see far over the sea. At last he spied a sail commg 
towards him, but when it approached a httle nearer, he 
saw that it was a black one Then he thought that the 
ship was returning without Theseus, and he threw him- 
self over into the sea because he could not bear to hve 
any longer Some of the people who were on the shore 
-5aw what he had done, and they at once got into a boat 
and sailed to the place where he had disappeared, 
hoping to save him, hut they were too late, for when 
they found him he was already dead They laid the 
* See p3{»e 66 
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corpse on a bier, and were standing sadly ronnd it 
when tbe ship came sailing m. The yontba on board 
raised a sbont of joy at reaching their home agam, but 
the others beckoned to them to be silent, and pomted 
to the corpse. When Theseus knew that his father 
bad killed himself at the sight of the black sail, he 
was deeply gneved, and he threw himself upon the 
corpse shedding bitter tears. In the evening the 
Athemans earned the bier to the palace, and the next 
day they raised a funeral pyre, and when they had burnt 
the body, they placed the ashes m a costly urn. Theseus 
sorrowed long for his father, and bitterly regretted that 
he had not remembered the white sail at the right time. 

Theseus was now king, and he ruled over the city of 
Athens for a great number of years, and performed 
many brave deeds. The Athemans had never before 
had such a noble hero for their king, and they hved m 
peace and safety, for their enemies feared Theseus and 
did not dare to attack them. It happened once, that m 
sailing along the coast of Asia, Theseus arrived at the 
country of the Amazons, — a nation of warlike women, — * 
one of whom was standing on the shore when Theseus 
landed. She was so beautiful that he determined to 
carry her off to be his wife, but the Amazons never 
welcomed strangers, and when Theseus went up to her 
she raised her lance, intendmg to pierce him with it. 
Theseus however was not afraid, and putting his arms 
round the maiden, he earned her off to the ship and 
his comrades rowed away as fast as they could The 
other Amazons came mnmng down to the shore when 
they heard the ones of their sister, but they could not 
• See page 126. 
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overtake (lie thip The Aeniuion that Theseus bad 
earned off was named Hippolj’ta, At she tras very 
nngiy rvilh him, huteoon ahe came to lo^e Inm vnth ah 
her heart and had no ^sh to go liomc again. ^\^leD 
thej reached Athens, Hippolyda became the vnfe of 
Theseus, and the gods sdni them a bttlo son whom 
they named Hippolytns Jlippoljto was now queen 
of Athens , bnt the Araa 7 onp had made up their 
minds to deliver their sister and punish the filmnger 
who had run away with her, and they took ship 
and sailed to Greece It was a strange sight to see 
women with helmets on fhcir heads and shields at them 


sides, managing the vessels, and when they came to 
Greece every one was afraid of them. They did not 
ow who it was that had earned off their sister, so 
t ey made inqumcs; and when ibej found it was 
cseus, they set out for Athens, and as soon as they 
entered his dominions they began to lay waste the com* 
e 8 an kill both men and women. Some of the 
however, and hastened to the city to 
. j V ^VmaaoDs were marching towards 

aIm Tr™°f '«! them ont to the 

Athemans were place, and many of the 

^ of the' citv wni ? Hippolyta stood on the 

SO much to help ham fh ^azons, and she longed 

spear and shield and ^ armed herself with a 
The 4“^“ to taie partm tho fay. 

jom them, but when th r ^ 

state of the case they ^ 

more aaigiy hpr tunous. They were now 

hurled then knees at her fall 'fheseus, and they 
Her till one of them hit her m 
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tlie breastj and she sank dovm and died. Theseus was 
standing by her, and when he saw that she was dead, 
he was seized with uncontrollable fuiy, and he struck 
down one after another of the Amazons until they 
were all killed It was a great victory, and the first 
that any one had ever gained over the Amazons, but 
Theseus could take no pleasure in it because of the loss 
of Hippolyta. 

There was a nation in Greece called the Lapithae, 
whose king, Pmthous, was a brave and noble hero He 
had heard so much about Theseus that he resolved to 
try whether he was as much of a hero as every one said 
So he entered his country and stole some cattle and 
earned them away TFhen Theseus heard of it, he set 
out m pursuit of Pmthous, who took no pams to escape 
from hun, but rather the contrary, for he had stolen the 
cattle, not for the sake of having them, but because 
he wanted to see what Theseus would be hke when he 
was angry. When Theseus overtook him, Pmthous 
marvelled at his strength and beauty and at the fire of 
his eyes which were glowmg with impatience for the 
fight, and Theseus on his part was so dehghted with 
the brave and manly appearance of Pmthous that he 
qmte forgot that he had been angry with him. 
Pmthous went up to him holdmg out his hand, and 
said, ‘ I will atone for the theft I have committed , you 
may impose upon me whatever pumshment you will.’ 
Theseus gave hTm his hand m return, and said that he 
would impose no pumshment, but would rather make 
a sacred friendship with him They promised each 
other that they would be as brothers, and would always 
he ready to stand by one another, and called upon Zeus 
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to Witness their oatbe and bless tbeir fnendsbip, and 
then tbej returned, each to bis own country. 

Some time after this, Pintboiis minted a number of 
guests to celebrate bis marnage with a bcautifnl 
princess, and the most honoured of all the guests vras 
Theseus All the great men among the Lapithae were 
at the wedding, and also the savage Centaurs, who had 
the lower part of their bodies formed like the bodies of 
horses But when the fierce Centaurs became intoxi- 
cated, they tried to run away with the bnde of Pmthous 
and the other women, and the marnage feast ended m 
a bloody fight. The vessels that had been used at the 
feast served for arms, and they threw goblets, dishes, 
and drmking cups at one another The Centaurs were 
stronger than the Lapithae, and would certainly have 
gamed the victory if the Lapithae had not had the help 
of Theseus, who had brought his iron club with him 
and struck down the Centaurs with it, till the dead 
bodies of those whom he had killed lay upon the 
ground m heaps and the few that remained took to 
flight Then peace was restored, though not before a 
great number of the Lapithae had penshed, and Theseus 
returned home, glad that he had been able to give this 
proof of his fnendsbip for Pmthous 

Theseus was always ready to help those who were 
m the nght, and as his fame spread far and wide, eveiy 
one who was oppressed came to Athens and stood before 
the Altar of Pity which had been raised in the centre 
of the market-place Then Theseus mqnired into his 
case, and if he found that he had been wronged, he 
' took care to see that justice was done. This gamed for 
him the hatred of the wicked oppressors, but all those 
ho cared for justice honoured and loved him 
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Theseus had reigned for a long time, and his son 
Hippolytus had grovm up to be a man, when he resolved 
to marry again, and asked Mmos the kmg of Crete to 
let him have his daughter Phaedra, the sister of Anadne, 
for his wife. jMinos had long before this forgiven 
Theseus for havmg lolled the Mmotaux and earned off 
Anadne, and he wilhngly consented to give him his 
younger daughter m marnage. Phaedra was many 
years younger than Theseus and had been quite a child 
when he was in Crete, but she now became queen of 
Athens, and Theseus loved her dearly and did all he 
could to please her. His son. who had been named 
Hippolytus after his mother, did not hve at Athens, 
but m Troezen with his grandmother who had brought 
him up smee the death of Hippolyta. He was noble 
and virtuous, and he loved the chase and all manly 
pursuits, and honoured, above all other gods and 
goddesses, the huntress-goddess Artemis Hippolytus 
came one day to Athens on a visit, and when Phaedra 
saw him, she was so dazded by his youth and beauty 
that she began to love him passionately, and after his 
return she used to spend many hours every day sittmg 
on the city walls and lookmg towards Troezen She 
used to take her old nurse there with her, and talk to 
her about Hippolytus, and tell her how wilhngly she 
would give up honour and nches for his sake The next 
time Hippolytus came to Atheus she had a secret con- 
versation with hun, and begged him to flee away and 
take hex with him to be his wife. But Hippolytus was 
angry with her for plotting such treachery agamst his 
father, and he was so shocked at what she had said that 
he mounted his chariot and drove his spirited horsed 
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back towards Troczen Phncdm Jio^ hated him for 
having spumed her, and she thought of n plan hy uhich 
she might revenge herself upon him. Slic went tc 
Theseus and told him with many tears that Hippolyius 
had proposed to her to run away w ith him and become 
his wnfe, and Tlic'eus helieied what she told him, and 
was filled with anger, and he \owed that Ifippolylus 
should alone for it with his life 

Theseus was loved h} the god', and especially by 
Poseidon the sca-god, who had once promised him that 
if e\er he prayed to him in any time of trouble, he 
would ccrtaiuly grant his request, whateicr it might 
be Many years had passed awaj since then, and 
Theseus had never had so great a desire for nnyUiinga« 
to think of asking the sea-god for it ; but now that 
Phaedra accused his son of this great enme, be en- 
treated Poseidon to fulfil his dearest wish and cau«o 
Hippoljdus to die immediately. At that moment, 
Hippolytus who was dniang along the sea-shore, saw 
the wares suddenly part asunder and a hideous monster 
come out of them, who roared horribly. The fnghtful 
appearance of the monster and the noise ho mode, 
rendered the horses quite unmanngcahle, and Hippo- 
lytus could not hold them in. They ran away with the 
chariot, dragging it over stones and rocks, till at last it 
was upset, and Hippolytus was thrown out and trampled 
to death The people found his body and brought it 
to Athens, and Theseus knew that Poseidon had granted 
his prayer. But when Phaedra saw the corpse, she was so 
grieved and sick at heart that she went into her sleep- 
ing chamber and hanged herself, and then the old nurse 
told the king the whole truth When Theseus knew 
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that Iiis innocent son had perished because of hia 
virtue, he vras quite overcome with gnef, and threw 
himself upon the corpse, kissing it and weeping 
passionately, and for many days he shut himself up 
alone in his palace and refused either to eat or dnnk 
Theseus thought that the best way of regaining his 
spirits would be to undertake some new exploit which 
would give a fresh turn to his thoughts. The wife of 
Pinthous was also dead, and the two heroes detenmned 
to set out together to seek for two beautiful women 
whom they might carry off to become their wives. 
They had heard that Tyndareus, the king of Sparta, had 
a lovely daughter named Helena, and they set out for 
Sparta, and reached it just at the time of the festival 
of Arteuus The maidens of the city kept the festival 
by dancing round the altar of the goddess, and Helena 
was among them, and was distinguished from all the 
others by her marvellous beauty The two heroes 
rushed in among the maidens and seized Helena, and 
when they had earned her off to a place of safety, they 
cast lots for her, to see whose wife she should be. The 
lot fell to Theseus, and he took her to his mother 
Aethra and begged her to take care of the maiden 
until he should return for her, for he wanted to go and 
help his friend also to carry off a wife by force. They 
were so bold as to resolve that they would descend mtc 
the Land of Shades and steal away the queen of the 
Lower World, although this was an nndertakmg so daring 
that nothing hke it had ever before been attempted by 
any hero. They passed through the chasm which was 
the entrance to the Lower World, and went down far 
below the earth till at last they reached the Land of 
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Shades They were now very tired, and as they ex- 
pected to have a hard struggle before they could get 
possession of the queen, they thought they would rest 
a little first, and sat down on a stone which they saw 
near them But when they wanted to get up again, 
they found that they had stuck fast to the stone and 
could not move The king of the Lower "World, who 
knew for what purpose they had dared to come into his 
dormmons, had prevented their gettmg up again, and he 
pumshed them by obhgmg them to sit there for ever 
So the two heroes were kept pnsoners in the Lower 
World , and meanwhile, the brothers of Helena, whose 
names were Castor and PoUux, set out to firee thenr 
sister. Their mother was the beautiful Leda, wife of 
Kmg I^dareus, who was sitbng one day by the 
nver bank when a snow-white swan came saibng by. 
Leda was charmed with his beauty and called him to 
come to her, and the swan came on shore and embraced 
her. It was not a real swan however, but Zeus, who 
loved the beautiful Leda, and had come to her in this 
form Some time after this, Leda had four children ; 
there were two large eggs, and out of each egg there 
came a little boy and a httle girl Two of them were 
the children of Zeus, and their names were Pollux 
and Helena , the other two were called Castor and Cly- 
taemnestra. "When they grew up, the two brothers. 
Castor and Pollux, became glonons heroes No one 
understood so well how to tame wild horses as Castor, 
and no one was so skilled in wresthng as PoUux ’ They 
were also kind and gentle, and loved one another so 
dearly that they shared eveiydhing, and they performed 
’ See page 157 
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mmy heroic deeds togcthei, and won great fame. But 
tn the course of time, Castor died and passed into the 
flower \^'orld, where he liccame an unthinking shade. 
Pollux did not die, for it was decreed that ns he was a 
son of Zeus lie should become immortal and In e among 
the gods. But Ins immortality was a burden to him, 
for ho could not bear to Ine without Ins brother, and 
lie begged h\^ father Zeus to gnint them both the same 
fate, so that the}' might either bn both in 01}Tnpas or 
both in the J^ower World Zeus was pleased at their love 
for one another, and ho said that they should both be 
m Olympu': one day and both be in the Lower World 
on the alternate da^’, and thus they should always 
remain together. The t\io brothers were named the 
Diocenn, or the children of Zeus, and two bright stars 
which stand close to one another in the sky are named 
after them. 

At the time liowoier when Theseus carried off 
Helena, the brothers were still alive and in the first 
bloom of their youth. They set out with their com- 
panions for Athens, thmking that Tlicseus must have 
taken their sister to lus capital, but when they 
reached it they were told that he had gone away on 
an adicntnrons entciprise, and the Athemans took a 
solemn oath that the maiden was not within their walls. 
The brothers asked where she was hidden, and one of 
the citizens who loicw, told them ; then they went 
away without doing nny^ harm to <my one, and marched 
to Troezen, where they compelled Aethra to let them 
take their beauLifnl sister home with them 

Theseus and Pinthous sat upon the stone for many 
years, until the time came when Heracles was com- 
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mandedby Eurystbeus to descend into the Lower World 
in quest of the tbree-beaded dog Cerberus ^ Wben 
tbe captive heroes saw bun, they called to bun and told 
him of tbeir trouble, and begged bun to belp tbem. 
Then Heracles seized the hand of Theseus with such 
a mighty grasp that the stone was compelled to leave 
go and allow him to get up He next seized hold of 
Pmthous, but at that moment the earth quaked, and 
fearful sounds were heard, which signified that the gods 
would not grant freedom to Pmthous, but doomed bun 
to sit upon the stone for ever, because he had presumed 
to desue the queen of the Lower World for his wife 
So Theseus was obbged to leave his finend in the 
Land of Shades, and he took leave of him and returned 
to the Upper World ; but m the meanwhile his hau had 
turned grey, and his appearance had become very much 
altered Now while he was a prisoner in the Lower 
World, a unschief-making person had been telling the 
people that then king spent aU his tune in going about 
on danng expeditions, and was of no use to his subjects ; 
so when Theseus came back to Athens, he found that 
the people had no longer any affection or esteem for 
him He would not hve amongst those who did not 
make him welcome, and he left his coimtry and got 
into a ship and sailed to the island of Scyros Part of 
the island belonged to a kmg named Lycomedes, but 
the rest of it belonged to Theseus, and he had resolved 
to spend the remaming days of his life there, so he 
went to the kmg and told him this The kmg was by 
no means pleased, for he was a cowardly man and he 
thought that Theseus would not leave him in peaceful 
' See page 136 
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there was also a sword and spear in the coffin. They 
knew by the sign that had been given them from 
heaven that these were the bones of Theseus, and they 
ca.rned the coffin to their finest ship and sailed home 
with it. The ship was beautifully adorned with garlands 
and streamers, and when it reached Athens the citizens 
put on their best clothes and came out to meet it, sing- 
ing and playing on the fiute, just as if it were Theseus 
himself who was returning to his country. They buried 
his bones in the middle of the city, and consecrated the 
spot as a Refuge or place of safety: if, for example, a 
^ ave were pm’sued by his master and he could succeed 
in reaching the tomb of Theseus, the master had no 
onger any light to touch him. In this manner the 
Athenians honoui-ed the memory of Theseus, who during 
IS Wetime had always been so ready to take the pai’t 
tims. f 1 strong. They also came in 

to him^ °° ^ offered sacrifices 
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herbs upon the sore places. lOug Polybus and his ;rife 
ad no ckdd, thougli they wished very much for one, 
and the herds^, ^ho knew this, thought that they 
ighthke to have the little stranger to bring upas 
then- own son. He took the beautiful Httle boy to 
Corinth and showed him to the king and queen, who 
were very much pleased, and they said they would keep' 
him for their o.vn, and told the herdsman not to let 
c y one know that he had found him in the forest. So 

wdd L ^-1 1? bj 

had Corinthians thought that the gods 

a chid --d had sent her 

was brouif f " I®®*" ^ben he 

as if they were his ^ ^ treated him just 

that he had not been bom'^''°p 
a young man he wo f Connth. When he was 

Oracle what woidd haunT^ I>elphi to ask the 

answered, ‘You will L-n ^ ^be priestess 

mother.’ Oedinus father and many your 

Corinth at on^'th^ resolved to iLe 

horrible prediction. He ”^ftbt never fulfil such a 
horses take whichever rolT chariot, and let his 

oare where he went «o lo • pt^ased, for he did not 
Hy-ami-by he caine to T Corinth. . 

himself in a mu-row lane country, and found 

rc^^m for two chariots to even 

pass one another, and whilst 
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he was still.iu this narrow lane, he met a king who was 
coming in his chariot from the opposite direction. The 
Idn^ commanded Oedipus to stand aside and let him 
pass in such a haughty manner that Oedipus refused o 
obey him, and after they had exchanged some an^y 
words, they seized their arms, and Oedipus before lon^ 
struck the Idng a deadly blow. The king was Lams, 
the father of Oedipus, and thus a part of the Omcle was 
already fulfilled ; but Oedipus did not know this, and 
did not feel at all sorry for having laUed the stranger, 
as it was he who had begun the quarrel. He went on 
through Greece and accompUshed many brave deeds 
and after some time he came to the neighbourhood of 
Thebes, where he heard a strange story indeed. 

Oa the momlainnear Thehes, there was a monster 
called the SphiiB, who conld speak. She devome 
both men and cattle, and no one had been able to over- 
come her. She asked every one who came near er 
riddle wHch she had learnt from the Muses, the ^ 
desses of art and song, and she devoured eveiy one 
could not answer it ; but it had been decree y 
that if any one should ever succeed in guessm^, > 
would be obliged to throw herself down firom the moun- 
tain and die. Many people had already tried to do so, 
but they had all failed and had been devoured by 
Sphinx in consequence, so that no one ^ 
attempt it, and there was no end to the 
land. The Thebans met together to ^ould 

could be done, and they agreed that if " ^^onster, 
answer the riddle and deliver the city ro^^ q-jigbes, and 
he should, as a reward, be made king o feund 

have Joeasto for Ms wife. ICoS 1”“ 
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Thebiius resolved to banish Oedipus from their city. He 
bad two sous who were stroug youths and might have 
protected their father if they had chosen, but they 
Mould not interfere, because they wanted to rule over 
the city themselves. The Ldiud king was led out 
of the cit}', but when became to the gate he turned 
round and prayed to the g«ls to punish his sons. Ho 
would have been left quite alone to stumble over every 
stone that lay in his path, if it had not been for one of 
Ins daughters, who resolved to share his misery, and who 
lelt the beautiful palace iu order to take caro of her 
unhappy father in las distress. She was his eldest 
aughter, and her name was .Vntigoue. She and 
Ocdlpus «-a„dercrt from lo place, living on the 
food that kind people tl.roiv lo tlmni, and thoir Much at 

fof 1 a «0"0 

cri 1 W S’ T,“ “f ‘I*” 

Imneer “'‘'“il'O'l- Antigouc anirered from 

fr”fTir?, ’ ‘T'* "■“= '0™ ““<1 W””‘ltog 

^hat,^.t>Tas them, eery oflicr father that pierced her 

at l4'\o\«hea''s'ther'f -Im ^ 

to heln tlira 1 ^ who was always willing 

tL mfcllrr -‘3 tlieu king. In 

had erected,* and 

steps of the altar ^«ded himself on one of the 

Then Theseus c'-nn . ^ sought for help, 

he heard Ins nau^e^i‘^" disked who he was, and when 
j nstead of turning away from him 

' See p:igu ioq. 
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XXX. 

THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES. 

The sons of Oedipus were twins, and their names 
were Eteocles and Polynices. When their father was 
banished from Thebes they succeeded to the kingdom, 
and agreed that they would each reign in turn for one 
year. Eteocles had his turn first ; but he found it so 
pleasant to be king that when the year came to an end 
he refused to give up the sovereignty and drove his 
“ brother from the city. Polynices was now an exile ; but 
he determined that he would talce no rest tiU he had 
_found some friends who would promise to help him to 
revenge himself upon his brother. He set out for Argos, 
where King Adrastus lived, and arrived there after dark 
one evening. In the darkness he happened to jostle 
against another hero who was also going into the palace, 
and firom angry words they soon came to blows, and 
drew their swords to fight one another. King Adrastus 
heard the clash of arms from within the palace, and he 
took a torch and went out to see what was the matter. 
He commanded the heroes to stop fighting, and asked 
them what they wanted. Then Polynices explained 
how he had been driven away from his country by his 
brother, and how he hoped that the king would help 
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with a shudder as every one else did, he took him by 
the hand and led him into the palace, where he lived 
with Antigone during the rest of his Ufe. Before long, 
however, Oedipus died, and his body was solemnly 
burnt by the Athenians, for the Oracle said that they 
must take gi-eat care of his ashes, which would prove a 
blessing to the city. 
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him to march against Thebes, he said he Avould not go, 
for he knew that they would not conquer the city, but 
would all perish excepting Adrastus, who would retmrn 
alone. Amphiaraus knew this because he could see into 
the future, but the others did not believe what he said 
and thought he was afraid of going to the war, and 
Capaneus, who was a very headstrong man, said, ‘If the 
gods themselves should declare against the expedition, 


[ am resolved to conquer the city in s^nte of them.’ 
Even Adrastus did not believe that the war would end 
unhappily, and he said so to Amphiaraus, and pressed 
him to accompany them. At last it was agreed that 
Eriphyle, the wife of Amphiaraus, who was also the 
sister of Adrastus, should decide the matter. There 
had once been a bitter quarrel between Ampluaraus and 
Adrastus which had led to their taking arms against 
each other, and when peace was restored, they had 
agreed that if ever any dispute should again arise 
between them, Eriphyle should decide about it, and 
that whatever she determined should be done. So 
now Eriphyle had to decide about the going to war. 
^phmaus foresaw that Polynices would try to bribe 
her and he warned her to take no present from him, 
and she promised to obey. But Polynices came to her 

^Amir decide 

tiy “ These were no 

^dmary ornaments, but bad been given by the nod 

‘ See page 68. 
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should spare even her husband or son and not kill him, 
should he severely punished. But Hypsipele loved her 
old father so dearly that she was willing to brave the 
punishment, and she kept him alive secretly, and used 
to take him food and talk to him when the others were 
asleep. This went on for a great many years, but at last 
the other women found it out, and then they Idlled the 
old father, and sold the queen as a slave to some pirates 
who happened to be sailing past the island at the time. 
The pirates sold her a^in in Nemea, and this was how 
she came to be the slave of ICing Lycurgus, and the 
nurse of his child. The heroes were very thirsty, for 
it was just then mid-day, and they asked Hypsipele 
if she knew of a spring where they could quench their 
thirst. She told them that farther down in the valley 
there was a spring of beautiful clear water, and said 
that she would show them the way to it. The child 
was frightened at their shining armom.' and clanging 
weapons, so she left it playing on the grass, and went 
alone with the men. They soon reached the spring and 
quenched their thirst, and then they returned to the 
place where they had left the child. But the child was 
gone, and on a tree close by, there sat a great ugly 
serpent who had eaten him up. The serpent was soon 
jmnished for his wickedness, for one of the heroes 
pierced him through and through with his lance and 
Idlled him, but Hypsipele wept and sobbed, for she felt 
sure that Kang Lycurgus would kill her. The heroes 
were very sorry for her, and they went with her to 
Nemea in the hope that they might be able to save her 
from being punished, IQng Lycurgus thought at first 
that they were enemies who were coming to attack the 
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see Thebes ia the distance, and there they halted and 
held a council, at which it was resolved that before they 
began the war, Tydeus should go to Thebes and tell 
Eteocles that he had better give up the kingdom to his 
brother peaceably, for if he did not, the Argives would 
take possession of the city by force. Tydeus set out for 
Thebes, and finding the Theban heroes at a banquet, he 
delivered his message to them there. Eteocles answered 
that he hated his brother and would rather die than 
share the kingdom with him, and that he was not 
afiraid of the Argives, but was quite ready to fight them. 
On hearing this, Tydeus prepared to return to the camp, 
but as Eteocles asked him to stay and feast with him, 
he accepted the invitation, and they talked together in 
a friendly manner as host and guest, although they 
were just going to meet one another in deadly conflict. 
In those days when heroes met they always took the 
opportunity of vying with one another in feats of 
strength, and so when the banquet was over, Tydeus 
challenged the Thebans to wrestle with him. First 
one presented himself, and then anothei*, but Tydeus 
was stronger than any of them, and overcame them all. 
The Thebans were ashamed of themselves and furious 
with Tydeus, and they placed an ambush of fifty 
youths in a copse not far from the city, who rushed out 
and fell upon him as he was returning home. It was 
an unequal struggle, but Tydeus killed them all except 
one, who fled back into the city and told the Thebans 
what had become of the others, and then they wondered 
still more at the extraordinary strength of Tydeus. 

When the princes understood that Eteocles would 
not give up the kingdom peaceably, they led their army 
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city, but Adrastus explained wby they bad come, and 
begged bim not to be angiy with Hypsipele, as it was 
really they who were the cause of tbe child’s death. 
Lycurgus was very sorrowful at bearing about it, so tbe 
heroes tried to comfort bim, and said that they would 
honour bis child as no child had ever been honoured 
before, by celebmtiug magnificent funeiul games over 
its tomb. They took the child out of the snake’s body 
and blunt it on a pyi'e, and then they put the ashes into 
a beautiful urn and buried them and heaped up a mound 
over them. After this they held games near the mound, 
and vied with each other in all kinds of sports such as 
heroes take pleasure in. Such gardes as these were at 
that time only celebrated in memory of rich and famous 
kings, and Lycurgus thanked the heroes for honouring 
his child in this manner. From that time games were 
celebrated every third year atNemea, which were called 
the Nemean Games, and were famed far and "wide. 
Numbers of people came to them from all countries, 
and whoever did best in any trial of skill received a 
croivn as a prize. 

When the funeral festivities were at an end, the 
heroes took leave of Lycurgus, who promised that for 
their sake he would not do any harm to Hypsipele. 
Amphiaraus warned them once again that they had 
better retmm home, and said that the death of the child 
was a bad omen. But when the gods meant to let 
misfortune overtake people, they blinded their eyes and 
pi-evented thein fi*om listening to any warning or good 
counsel, and thus the heroes rejected the advice of 
Amphiaraus, and continued their mai’ch. After some 
days they came to a mountain from which they could 
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against the city in order to get possession of it by force. 
The gates were fastened with strong bars, and on the 
walls stood the Thebans in arms, prepared to beat off 
the enemy. There were seven gates in the walls of 
the city, and Adrastus allotted one gate to each of the 
princes to attack with his band of followers. The 
Thebans, on theii’ side, had also placed the seven gates 
under the special charge of their seven most valiant 
heroes, each of whom had a band of men to fight under 
him. Then a fierce battle took place, — the Argives 
tried to sc.ale the walls by means of ladders, and hurled 
javelins and arrows at their enemies, while the Thebans 
rolled great stones to the top of the walls. Just when 
there were a number of Argives upon one of the 
ladders and they were hoping that in another moment 
they would have gained possession of the wall, the 
Thebans let fall a huge stone, which broke the ladder 
and crushed to death all those who were upon it. 
Capaneus was the most impetuous of all the Argives, 
and wherever he fought the Thebans gave way before 
him. He set up a ladder against the wall and had 
climbed almost to the top of it, when, thinking that 
the city was already in his hands, he looked up at the 
sky and cried out in a mocking tone, ‘ The strength of 
heroes is mightier than the will of the gods.’ But as 
the presumptuous hero raised his foot to place it upon 
the wail, there came a flash of lightning which destroyed 
him in a moment, and the Thebans, who were inspired 
liy this with fresh courage, drove back the band of 
soldiers that he had been leading. All day long the 
Argives fought against the city, but at last the sun went 
down, and they were obliged to give over for the time. 
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was disfigured with dust and blood, but she recognised 
it, and she covered it over with loose sand and poured 
out the libations for the dead which consisted of wine, 
milk, and honey, upon the mound. When a corpse had 
been covered over in this manner and had received the 
due libations for the dead, the gods accepted it as if it 
had been properly buried, — so that everything that was 
necessary had now been done for the corpse of Poly- 
nices. But Creon had set watchmen round the field to 
catch any one who should come to disobey his orders, 
and just as Antigone had finished her work, the watch- 
men seized her and took her as a prisoner to Creon, 
although they were loth to do this, for every one loved 
the noble maiden. The king was very angry when he 
heard what she had done, but nevertheless, if she would 
have consented to admit that she had done wrong in 
disobeying his orders and to beg for mercy, he would 
have been willing to spare her life. But she scorned 
to save her life by such means, and instead of begging 
for forgiveness, she spoke out boldly, and said : ‘ Higher 
than thy commands do I esteem those laws which set 
before us that which is noble and right.’ Then the 
king was still more angry with her for not being 
afraid of him, and he condemned her to a cruel death. 
There was a cave outside the city, and the king com- 
manded that she should be shut up there and left to 
die of hunger. Her friends accompanied her as far as 
the cave, weeping bitterly, but Antigone herself shed 
no tears. A pitcher of water and a little bread had 
been placed in the cave, and when Antigone had taken 
leave of her friends, she went inside, and the workmen' 
piled up stones .against the mouth of the cave and 
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thiin der-bolfc whicli clove fche ground asunder in front 
of him, and he sank far down into the earth. It closed 
over him before the eyes of his pursuer who was thus 
unable to reach him, and Zeus granted him immor- 
tality and took him to live among the gods on Mount 
Olympus. AU the rest of the Argives had by this time 
perished, excepting only Adrastus. He had a horse, 
named iVrion, who was of divine origin and was swifter 
than any other horse in the world, so when the king 
took to flight, the Thebans could not overtake him, 
and he returned alone to Argos, as Amphiaraus had 
foretold. 

A brother of Jocasta, whose name was Oreon, now 
became king of Thebes, and he commanded that the 
fallen Thebans should be buried with great honoiu*, 
but that Polynices and the Argives should be left un- 
buried on the field of battle, to be food for dogs and 
vultures. The Greeks believed that those whose bodies 
wei'e not buried found no rest in the Lower World, and 
they never offered such an insult as this to the memoiy 
of any but their most deadly enemies. A herald went 
through the city, proclaiming to the Thebans that 
if any one dared to give burial to Polynices or any of 
the Argives, he would have to answer for it with his 
life. All but one were afraid to disobey the king’s 
order ; that one was a woman, — Antigone, the sister of 
Polynices. She had been very angry with her brothers 
for casting off their father Oedipus in his time of need, 
but now that they were dead, she wept for them and 
could not bear that either of them should be dis- 
honoured. So in the night she went to the field where 
the corpses lay, and sought for that of her brother. It 
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THE EPIGONI. 

Kihg Adrastds never ceased to grieve over his heroes 
who had been slain by the Thebans, and when ten years 
had gone by, and the boys wbo were then quite young 
had grown up to be men, be assembled them and pro- 
posed to them to march against Thebes in order to 
avenge then* fathers. They were quite ready to do 
this, for they were true heroes, with strong arms ana 
brave hearts. Each of the seven heroes who had 
accompanied Adrastus on the former expedition had 
left a son, and these young men were called the Epi- 
goni, or ‘ Those who come after.’ They chose a strong 
band of followers from among the youths of Argos, and 
when they were aU armed in readiness for the war, they 
sent to the Oracle at Delphi to ask whom they should 
take for their leader, for Adrastus was now too old and 
grey to head them himself. The Oracle said that they 
had better choose the son of Amphiaraus, who was 
named Alcmaeon, and who was wise and brave. Adras- 
tus was full of joy at seeing the army of young men 
set out on its march, and trusted that the gods would 
give them the victory. The Epigoni took the same 
road by which their fathers had gone ten years before, 
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walled her in. Thus the noble Antigone died ; but she 
did not wait for the lingering death of starvation, — 
instead of that she made her veil into a noose and 
hanged herself. 

ICing Adrastus heard with grief and anger that 
Creon had refused to allow the Argives to be bm-ied, 
but as all the heroes of Argos had died in the war and 
there were none but young boys left in the city, he 
was imable to raise an army in order to compel him to 
do so. So he went to Athens with a twig in his hand 
(which it was the custom for those who sought help to 
carry) and seated himself on the steps of the Altar of 
Pity.* Theseus came and asked what he wanted, and 
Adrastus told him of his misfortune and begged him 
to procure an honourable burial for the A'gives, When 
Theseus heard about it, he had compassion on him, 
and he marched to Thebes at the head of a band of 
heroes, and said that unless Creon at once counter- 
manded his wicked orders, he would destroy the city. 
Creon was afraid of Theseus, so he granted all that he 
required, and the heroes were buried with due honours. 

* See page 196. 
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ceiving what was going on in the city. But meanwhile 
the Thebans were pom-lng out of it on the fm'ther side 
and taking with them whatever they regai'ded as the 
mosC precious of their possessions, and they suc- 
ceeded in carrying off, not only their children, but 
also a good deal of treasure. When tlie Epigoni had 
announced what they would demand as an atonement, 
the herald returned to the city ; but he only entered it 
by one gate in order to pass out on the further side by 
the gate through which the Thebans had fled, and he 
was not long in overtaldng them. Tiresias had accom- 
panied the Thebans, led by a boy ; on the way he asked 
for something to drink, and the boy took him to a cool 
spring, hut as soon as he had tasted the water he 
sank do™ and died. The Thebans buried him by the 
roadside, and then they marched on till they came to 
a strange laud, where they built another city. 

j\Ieanwhiie a day went fay, and then another, and 
still the Epigoni waited for the herald to return. But 
when two days had passed without any further sign of 
him, and no one appeared upon the city wails, neither 
was there any smoke to be seen rising from the houses, 
they began to suspect that the Thebans had fled. 
They climbed over the walls without any resistance 
and entered the city, but they found no one there. 
There was, however, a great deal of treasure in the 
houses, for the Thebans had not been able to can-y 
everything away with them, and the heroes took an 
enormous booty. They chose out the best things and 
sent them to Delphi as a present to Apollo, and the 
remainder they divided among themselves. They made 
niersauder, the son of Polyniees, king of Thebes, and 
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bufe inatead of meeting with bad omens on the way, 
everything was now most prosperous. 

Creon was by this time dead, and the son of Eteocles, 
whose name was Laodamas, was king of Thebes. When 
he heard that the Epigoni were coming to avenge their 
fathers, he armed the citizens and marched out to meet 
them, and a battle took place in front of the city gates, 
in the very same field where the heroes who accom- 
panied Adrastus had fallen. The Epigoni thought of 
their fathers and fought the more bravely, and though 
the Thebans held them ground steadily at first, their 
courage gave way after their king, Laodamas, had been 
slain by .'Ucmaeon, and they fled back into the city. 
The Epigoni encamped before Thebes, saying that they 
would not raise the siege until they had conquered it, 
and the Thebans meanwhile held counsel as to how 
they might best save themselves fi.-om their vengeance. 
Among them was the blind seer, Tiresias, who had long 
ago foretold to Laius that if a child were bom to him, 
he would sin against both his father and mother. He 
was now very old, with hah as white as snow, and he 
had lived through all the prosperity and all the calami- 
ties of the Thebans, and was greatly honoured by themi 
so they went to him to ask his advice as to what they 
had better do. He said that they could only hope to 
save their lives by artifice, and told them how to set to 
work. According to his directions they sent a herald 
the next day to the Epigoni, to announce that the 
Thebans were wiUing to ihake some atonement for the 
slaughter of their fathers. The Epigoni did not suspect 
any trick, and began to negotiate with the herald as to 
what form the atonement should take, without per- 

Q 
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proclaimed that tliose among the Argives who chose 
to remam in Thobea instead of retaruiug home with 
Alcmaeou might settle there and have portions of the 
laud iissigned to them for their own. iVtanj people 
from the neighbourhood came also into the city wth 
their \vivc.s and children, so that before long all the 
houses were once more inhabited. .cUemaeon led back 
tl'.e remainder of the Argives to their own homes, for 
the Epigoni had now avenged their fathers, and had 
won for themselves glory and renown. 

Alcmaeoa now remembered the oath that he had 
once sworn to his father, before he set out with the 
other princes to march .against Thebes. Amphiarans 
had then made both his sons swear that they would 
avenge him upon Eriphylo for having allowed herself 
to be bribed by the veil and necklace to give her voice 
in favour of what she knew would cost him his life.' 
But it was a hard task for Alcmaeou, for Eriphyle was 
his mother. He did not know what to do, so he went 
to Delphi and asked the Oracle whether he shoidd keep 
Ids promise to his father or not. The Oracle said yes, 
that he must do this; and so he returned home and 
killed his mother. W'hou Eriphyle was dying, she 
cursed every country that should shelter her murderer, 
and the curse of the dying mother hud such power that 
nothing on earth was able to resist it. Alcmaeou 
became mad, and wandered about from one country to 
another till he ciune to a king named Phegeus, who 
knew how to purify murderers, and who had compassion 
on him and purged him from the stain of blood. Then 
the madness left him, and he was able to rest once 

‘ Sea p. 'JIG. 
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But the daughter of Acheloiis had heard of the beautiful 
veil aud necklace, and she never ceased to beg her hus- 
band to go and fetch them for her, till at last he was 
obliged to yield, and set out for the country of liing 
Phegens. He did not tell Phegeus the truth how- 
ever, but said that he was still obliged to wander about, 
and could only obtain rest by taking the veil and neck- 
lace to Delphi and dedicating them to Apollo. The 
daughter of Phegeus did not doubt his sincerity, and 
readily parted with the precious ornaments for the sake 
of her husband whom she loved dearly. But before 
Alcmaeon had reached home again, IQng Phegeus 
heard that he had been unfaithful and had mai-ried 
the daughter of Acheloiis, and he was very angry, and 
commanded his sons to go after him and loll him. They 
were wild headstrong youths who delighted in deeds of 
blood, and they overtook Alcmaeon and killed him and 
took away both the treasures. Then they returned home, 
thinking that their sister would rejoice at the vengeance 
that had overtaken her husband ; but though he had 
married another woman, she grieved for him and was 
angry with her brothers for having killed him. 

The daughter of Acheloiis waited long for Alcmaeon 
to return home ; but a good while afterwards, a stranger 
who happened to be passing that way told her that he 
had been put to death by the sons of Phegeus. Then 
it was her greatest wish to avenge his death, and she 
begged Zeus that her two sons might at once become 
grown-up men. In that same night the children grew 
up to he men, and their mother provided them with 
weapons, and told them that their father had been 
murdered by the sons of Phegeus, and that they were 
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EUOS AND rSYCHE. 

There lived once a king and queen ^vllo had three 
daughters. The youngest of them x^'as named Psyche, 
and she was so wonderfully beautiful that when she 
went through the streets, the people threw flowers before 
her and kissed their hands to her, as they ° 
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she entered the palace, she met with some neiv splendoui 
at every step. The rooms •were funiished 'with greai 
magnificence, and were filled with beautiful ornaments 
of gold and silver. Then there fell upon her ear the 
sweet voice of a nymph, which said, ‘ We are at your 
service, and prepared to carry out your wishes, what- 
ever they may be.’ Psyche thought she would like to 
refresh herself with some cool water, and in a moment a 
beautiful bath was drawn forward by imseen hands and 
placed before her. After she had bathed and anointed 
herself, she went into the next room where she found 
a table spread with a tempting meal, and all the while 
she was eating, sounds of sweet music were heard and 
songs were sung by imseen nymphs. When Psyche 
had finished, she felt in need of rest, and she lay 
down on a couch and went to sleep. Meanwhile it 
became quite dark, and by-and-by she was awakened 
by a gentle movement, and a sweet voice said to her, 
‘ I am your husband, and this house is yours and mine, — 
all its splendours are for your pleasure, — but never at- 
tempt to see my face, for then I should be obliged to 
leave you for ever.’ The husband remained with her 
until the day was about to dawn, and then he vanished. 

The next day, and each following day, everything 
happened as before : the imseen nymphs waited on 
Psyche and shortened the hours by singing and playing 
to her, and with the darkness came the husband who 
remained in the palace until morning. 

The heart of Psyche was divided between joy and 
sorrow. Her kind husband and the w'onders and delights 
of the palace filled her with joy, hut tears often came 
to her eyes in thinking of her parents and her play- 
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then he tx’ue what the people say. They say that every 
evening a hideous monster is seen to creep into this 
valley, — a horrible serpent with bloody jaws.’ And the 
other sister pretended to weep also, and she said, ‘ When 
he gets to the palace he takes the form of a man j but 
no doubt his countenance bears the traces of his cruel 
nature, and that is the reason why he will not let you 
look at him. Alas ! only too soon shall we have to 
deplore your miserable death.’ 

Psyche was herself so entirely free from falseness 
that she had no suspicion of the treachery of her sisters. 
She was hoiTor-s truck at what they said, and though at 
first she refused to believe that the gentle voice she had 
so often heard could come from the jaws of a monster, 
yet they so persisted in tormenting her with their crafty 
speeches, that at last she ended by believing them, and 
was only anxious to escape from the dreadful creature. 
"ViTien the eldest sister saw this, she said to her, * There 
is just one means of saving your life. You must sununon 
up your coinage, and to-night, when the monster is 
asleep, take your lamp in your hand and a sharp knife, 
and go to liis couch and pierce him through the heart 
with the knife.’ She said this because she thought that 
if Psyche disobeyed her husband by looking at him 
when he was asleep, aU her happiness would be at an 
end. .The two sisters gave Psyche no peace till she had 
made up her mind to do as they said. Then they took 
as many of the treasures of the palace as they could 
carry, and Psyche called to the Wind-god to come and 
take them away again. 

When it was dark, her husband came as usual ; but 
she was afraid of him, and could hardly find a word to 
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tlie others to come and help her. Then there came an 
endless array of ants, who set to wmrk and soon sorted 
the seeds, though some of them were so large that it 
took four, eight, or even ten ants to roll a single seed 
to its place, and when Psyche looked up, the work was 
done and the ants were marching away again. She 
kissed her hands to them, and thanked them prettily 
for their Idndness. When Aphrodite came home in the 
evening and saw the seeds laid out in order, she could 
find no fault with her industrious servant, but she gave 
her a look that was far from friendly, for she would' 
much rather have had some excuse for blaming her. 

The next morning she said to Psyche, ‘ There is a 
copse nearby, where there graze some sheep with golden 
fleeces. Goand fetch me three tuftsof their wool.’ Psyche 
set out, and went slowly along the river-side towards the 
wood. On the bank stood some reeds which rustled in 
the morning breeze, and the rustling turned into words 
like these, ‘Take care what you do, for the golden- 
fleeeed sheep are fierce animals, and their bite is 
poisonous. Wait till mid-day, and then go into the 
copse and look at the bushes.’ So said the reeds, and 
then they rustled again as before. Psyche thanked them, 
and sat down by the side of the river ■until the 
shadows were at their shortest. Then she knew it was 
mid-day, and she went into the copse and found the 
sheep all lying asleep. She trod gently so as not to wake 
them, and looked at the bushes which were covered 
with tufts of golden wool, for the sheep had rubbed 
themselves against the bushes and left part of their 
fleeces sticking to the thorns. Psyche took the three 
best tnfts and left the copse. When she came back 
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and gave tliein to her mistress, xVplirodite was sur- 
prised, for she had expected that Psyche would be 
bitten to death by the fierce sheep. She said to her 
with an angry look, ‘You have nob yet finished your 
day’s work. Take your pitcher and ascend that hill. 
At the top of it you will find black water. Fetch me 


some. , 
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water feU into a dark 

any one pass them ah\e. ine ware , 

ravine by the side of the path, and flowed deep^ do^ro 
into the Lower World. It bubbled an^ily m the 
hollow, and caUed out to Psyche, ‘ What do you wan 
here? Go away, and be quick about 
Ufe is not worth much.’ Psyche put down hm pit Jer 

and stood still, weeping bitterly. Buts e a , 

there long when there appeared a great cag e, 
circled round her several times and then se^e 
handle of her pitcher in his beak and flew 0 ^ 

to the spring. The diugons howled, an 
selves as high as they could in the air that they nnght 
be the better able to shoot out flames at un 
mouths, but their fiery breath was powerless 0 
him. He came back ivith the filled pitcher 
set down beside Psyche, and then he spiea 
again and had soon disappeai-ed among th 
Psyche cast a grateful glance after him, 00 p^^^^ 

pitcher, and set out joyfully on her way om . 
Aphrodite saw her returning, she felt sure ^ 

come with an empty pitcher, for she knew 
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“W ''■““eu by the road-side 

asked htr to ° T! Ta “ P'““®nt voice a.id 

asked her to cut their thread for them. They were uice 

wtJSSt L°''‘ ™h“’ tte 

others 

Laufrf •■“ ‘be gate of the 

headed dog CeAerus "she*'"" r 

let her BO hr ™ ®be threw him a cake, and he 

aides nfle 5 io„? “““S "bolt her on all 

of Queen r^^eli Zd" 

ir d:r 1"';?;:^ -‘r bn: 

second houey-eake Ch:™™ ''i''° '''° ®“'’° b™ Ibe 
of hermoutL^d mS bL “0 »eeond coin out 
St last she fouod hlmelfTn 0 "”“f .‘be river, and 
She was very tired and ri ^ ®”'^shine once more. 
Uttle, and sh^ tho„;t °jV “ 

the horrors of the Lower World ’ ®°“'* ‘b™“Sb 

command of the cruel goddess ’Sit ‘“[0 MSUod the 

any thanks for it ? ’ Fr> ' • 

sad thoughts; then she buried in 

the casket and test the power ofir ^ 

Perhaps it would give me T. I wonderful salve ? 
come hack to me.’ OnffL-i ^ i, ^'^^t Eros would 

there came out of the ^ ^ ® lifted the cover, but 
vapom: which threw her'Sf "" stupefying 

Psyche entered the Lower \Vn 1/ 
messenger to the Queen fn h ^P^o^^te had sent a 
the casket with the Salve 

of Beauty, to put into it a 
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when you go in afc the gate, and the other when you 
come out again. And beware of letting either of the 
cakes out of your hand, for then you would find your- 
self imprisoned for ever in the Lower World. Perse- 
phone will fill the casket for you. Do not let anything 
induce you to open it.’ Then the tower ceased speak- 
ing, and Psyche resolved to summon her coinage and 
undertnke the dreadful journey. She put two copper 
coins between her teeth, and taking a honey-cake in- 
each hand, she went along the dark road until she 
reached the gloomy twilight of the Lower World. 
Presently she met a lame man, who was driving a lame, 
heavily-laden ass. He was holding up the bm-den 
which was falling from off the ass, and he called out to 
Psyche in a piteous voice, begging her to pick up a 
piece of rope from the ground for him that he might 
tie the burden on with it. The tender-hearted Psyche 
found it difficult to refuse, but she coidd not have done 
what he wanted without neglecting the wai'uing of the 
tower on no account to let go of her honey-cakes ; so 
she passed on without answering, and 'immediately the 
man and the ass vanished. Psyche nest came to the 
river Acheron, and the surly ferryman Charon rowed 
her over, it in his boat after he had taken one of the 
copper coins from her mouth. Close to the boat there 
swam an old man whose appearance was most pitiful, — 
his strength was evidently failing him, and he seemed 
about to sink. He stretched out one of his thin arms 
towards Psyche, and begged her with beseeching 
gestm’es to hold out her hand to him. But Psyche 
remembered the warning, and immediately the old 
man disappeared. When they reached the frirther 

B 
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MYTHS OF HFT.r.AS . 


bules to indicate the 
the peoper names 


PEONUNOIATION OP 
IN THE INDEX. 


Etird^a, Thebes. ^ ^ means that tha voweHsIong, nan 

Euboea. pronounced together as a long c, as in Althaea 

(4) ci is pronounced aq n inr,„ • • 

(5) eu is pronounced as a lon^ Poseidon. 

long accent forms two svllahlpa Theseus ; eu without the 

Tijndarcus. ’ which the vowels are short, as in 

(6) Two dots over the second nf i ’ 

pronouM ..pa,aw,, d.„M& 

m.«.s lh.l It i, b, 
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narcotic vapour, for she thought that even if Psyche 
surmounted all the other difficulties in her path, she 
might at last he conquered by the temptation of curiosity 
and open the casket. 

But Eros was not far off. He had seen how Psyche 
had gone through so many dangers and horrors for love 
of him, and now he came and wiped away the magic 
vapour which had settled on her ihce, and shut it up 
again in the casket. Then he soared up to Olympus, 
the abode of the gods, and entreated Zeus to gift 
Psyche with immortality, and allow him to be married to 
her. Zeus granted his request, and sent down Hermes, 
the Messenger, to raise Psyche from the earth and 
bring her into the assembly of the gods. Before them 
all, Zeus held out to her a shell filled with nectar, 
the drink of the gods, and said to her, ‘ Drink immor- 
tality.’ Even Aphrodite kissed her and blessed the 
marriage, for her anger had been overcome by Psyche’s 
faithful love. The marriage was celebrated with great 
joyfulness, — Apollo and the Muses sang, the Graces 
danced, and the whole vault of heaven resounded with 
the mirth of the wedding guests. 

The envious sisters were already dead. After they 
had plunged Psyche into misery, they each hoped to 
become the bride of the unknown husband, and each in 
turn went to the rock and threw herself from it, expect- 
ing the Wind-god to carry her into the valley as he had 
done before, but instead of that, they both fell down 
among sharp stones and perished miserably. Thus did 
they come to a bad end ; but Psyche was enthroned as 
a goddess beside her Love, in the unending joy of the 
blessed Immortals. 
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fends him to his fatherat Athens 

-rrl charge of 

Helena for a time, till she is res- 
cued by her brothers, 199 and201. 

Africa. lo is ■ kindly received in 
-•Ifrica by the king of Egypt, 32 
and 33. Danaus, lier descendant, 
toves the country for Aroos, 34 
ihe inhabitants aro burnt black 
by Phaethon, 41. Cassiopea 
of Uepheus, king of a fart 
ot Alrica, is punished by Po- 
seidon for her pride, 98 and 99 
Perseus arrives and delivers 
Andromeda irom the monster. 
09 And 100. 

Mctstis Daughter of lung Pelias, 
no by Admctus, 92 

f 4':'^ “'‘y live, 93. Is re- 
stored to life by Persephone, 94. 

iTT-n -^Phiai^us. 
Leads the Epigoni against 
Thooes, 224 to 226. eTwus 
home and knlls his motheTin 

hw faUier, 227. Goes to Kin ^ 

A"ch;ioS!?28! 

/others of 

Daughter of Eiee^on 

during u. 
niotL- J TT- 7 ^^'■^o®es the 
h' ferpents. 109. ' 


Aap 


Jliar of Pity. Erected by The- 
seus in the market-place of. 
Athens, 196. Oedipus goes 
there to sue for help, 2 10. Also 
Adrastus, 223. 

Alilme'a. Wife of Oeneus king of 
Oalydon, and mother of Mele- 
ager, whose death she hastens 
by burning the brand on which 
his life depends, 83 and 88. 
A7mlthca. Ihegoatthatnonrished 
{^ns, 3. Her horn is converted 
into the Horn of Plenty, 5; 
Md becomes the proper^ of 
Heracles, 143. . 

Aiiiacons. A nation of women- 
^Idiers. Heracles is sent by 
^"ystheus to fetch the girdle 
° ® Queen of the Amazons, 

-4 to 126. The women of 
^emnos try to imitate them. 153. 
Iheseus carries off Hippolyta to 
bo his wife, 193; and is- in 
consequence attacked by the 
^azons, 194. He wins the 
Mat victory ever gained over 
them, 195. 

AinyhiarStts A seer, brotlier-in- 
law ot Adrastus king of Algos, 
-10. .-idvises against the ex- 
pedition to Thebes, 214 and 
wtf ’ over-ruled by his 

wfo Eriphyle, 214 and 215. 
*eus interposes to prevent his 
Ijeing ^lied ,n the batUe, and 
tahes him to dwell among the 

god3,220aud221. 

' of Thebes, and 

hwband of Kiobe, 59 and 80. 
^ailds a wall round the city bv 
^oging to the stones, 59 ^and 

slain iTT 

gj y Apollo and Artemis, 

t°irycenae 
w sue for the hand of Alcmone 
Md accidentally kills her father,’ 

^th CrcoD, hng of Thel^ 
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/^BSYRTUS. Son of Aeotes 
king of Colchis. Is tnken 
on board the Argo by his sistor 
Alcden, 165. la killed by Medea 
in order to delay Aeetes in bis 
pursuit of tbo Argonauts, 166. 

Achelons. A river-god. lights 
with HcKicles for Deianira, and 
is conquered by him, M2 and 
143. Helps Alcmaoon in his 
distress and gives him his dangh- 
tor in marriage, 228. 

Acheron. One of the rivers of the 
Lower World. Psyche is rowed 
across it by Charon, 241. 

Acrhius. King of Argos. Builds 
a brazen room for his daughter 
DanaS.and afterwards shuts her 
up with her child in a chest and 
turns them adrift, 95. Is acci- 
dentally killed by his grandson 
Perseus, 102. 

Actaeon. Is turned into a stag as 
a punishment for looking at the 
goddess Artemis when bathing, 
24 and 25. 

Admetus. Is helped by Apollo to 
win the hand of Alcestis, 91 to 

93. Is restored to life through 
the sacrifleo of Alcestis, 93 and 

94. 

Adrasit<s. King of Argos. Ee- 
ceives Polyniees when banished 
by Etooclos, 212 and 213, 


ASX 

Marches with him against 
Thebes, 213 to 221. Escapes 
tlirough tlio speed of his horse 
Arion, 221. Begs Theseus to 
procure an honourable burial 
for tho Argives, 223. Sends the 
Epigoni to avenge their fathers, 
224. 

Aeetes. King of Colchis. Ee- 
ceives Phrixus when brought to 
his country by tho Golden Earn, 
160. Promises to let Jason 
have tho Golden FJeeca on cer- 
tain conditions, 160. Plots to 
kill him, 164 and 166. Pursues 
Jason and Medea, but turns back 
to bury his son Absyrtus, 166. 
Aegeus, King of Athens. 3Iar- 
ries Aethra and becomes the 
father of Theseus, 177. Eo- 
coives Theseus at Athens, 182 
and 183. Parts unwillingly 
with Theseus that ho may go to 
Crete to slay tho Minotaur, 187 
and 188. Kills himself at sight 
of tho black sail which he be- 
lieves to be the announcement 
■ of his son’s death, 192. 

Aegyptus, Brother of Danaus 
and king of a part of Africa, 34 
Aethra. Marries Aegeus and be- 
comes the mother of Theseus, 
177. Keeps her sou at Troezen 
till he is grown np, and then 
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ABl 

watohman piact-U by Ja 

teo of lo, 31. (2) The 

buildtro! t!aoAr.'o.l.02.wll.33. 

Datishtci- of Mino.^. 
king 01 Crete. Ik-lpj Theseus 
to ovo.-como tho .Minot.uir, .lod 

^ 100. At .N.uu-s fiiwciiaid cor.i- 
«i!in..eU to .■ibaodois J;or, lOi • 
aac, shu becortios tho wifoof t’>.' 
SoJ Uio.aisiis, 102. 

Moii. _ A horso of diviao orL mu. 

Carnca Adr.u.ttu b.ack to A^oj 

ger hia defeat befnro Tliebco. 

o‘r'"n 

-1. Daughter of Zeqaau.,iLe-o 

an^J eialer of Aixsllo. 23. Pua- 
when Kuhing. 25. aa'Jsca tho 

dfeith of Otua and Ephialtco. 
-3. IhiDi-^hes .\ioba fur hc- 
pndo.80nmlSl. tfcn.is M-iU 
boar to lay ,rx.to tho 
ronnd pdydoa, 81.— F„tiy;U Jf 
celebrated at 8>arti! 

of Europ,; and 
Cadmus, 51. Tho couutrv cT 
tho Am.mons lies m Vai,',.)' 
Mdl93. Phrhimisbi^m H^ 
be city of Colchis in A^a i v 

tho Goldeu Bacj, ioO. * 

dialanta. I3 exposed in ;* for-cst 

CO be. Takes pare m thu P iK- 
donmn bour-hunt, SO to 8>' 


^lui iUiianion, 8D and 00 
dihamas.Kuia. Pathorofpi - 
and HeUn.-^MS 
placed under his 
63. Hew 

this and punishes Athai^ 1 “^ 

yjf niad, 63 and ,0/ 

Ha kills his Wife and children 
to his madness, and is 


ATT. 

!:o iH-comcs the g«at, of triid 
tiJsU, I SO and 151. 

Diir-hte- ef anj 

SL..;le¥^, pf iiiirie, Qr.9 

of Mm OmiiU k acU.h tlwisLirH 
<>:cj.ci!y.0. rutchsa Bilierophua 
to cc.Rtro! the -.Wuges! hor,a 
^c,v,siL<, ^9. {Ji'rccja Cuhnisj 
to ;,ow (uj, dr.i.p:ri‘;, ttHh and 
auiW.vaty -^ith the h-dpof th.j 
; •'• '"ew '.J.iy s :;o.i!d spring from 
t.iem, at, .rrid ivo;e;res I'rura 

loreeuitho GurgDiTs he.-.d ami 
l.i'tons It ti, shield, J0.3, 
Ue.jH to lu-ia Heracles Cjt his 

It") 'V-'^ -Hbyao, 112. 
tsej;-.! Ile.'.ii'lej to drivu aw.iy 

C-’l an*! 

I— . hetnKi.s theapplcs p-WMiir-.d 
b> HeracK-.s from tlio Garden of 
I- I* e|a'r.i.e.s, 135, fe'cnds a 
oaerc. beaui fur the Ar.ro, 153, 

t-.nums the ga-iwiaiathip of the 

e**j oi .Vtiieu.t, 17a r,j,d 177, 
x-r'*’ "'■'toeH .riser Athrae, 

’i' V'”'^ • ' V ,‘^‘''hbilryu;i goM 
.ben) to 1. .ea t.ha dog who could 
n^w to Luii.cd 0 ! his prey, ICO. 
f— «ver by ..Ugeu,s. 

, !f: f arrives .at Athens, 

’'toil’ *oto 'bo 

am V •^■''•7'’'""- 185; 

I ‘‘ '.f ’■’* tribiita imposed 

bis mi^is 

. . detents tiio Amarons. 105 • 

tow.et pia,,., laa. Ilippolytit, 
tomes tostoyotAUicns, 197 and 
too. Oedipus finds a rofu'>a 

sna7’,“,!".- com/s "to 

Tlife°’ bulp, 223. Tho bones of 

‘bo 

do golden apples from tho 
• rden of tho IFesporide,? for 

Heracles, lai and 135. 
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X05 ; and delivers the city from 
a destroying Fox, 106, Makes 
war upon tho Toloboao at tlio 
desiro of Alcmene, 105 to 108. 
Marries Alcmene, 103. 

Androgeus. Son of Minos king of 
Oroto, Goes to Athens to take 
part in some games, and is killed 
by tho Athenians on his way 
homo, ISO. 

Andromeda. Daughter of Gepheus 
and Cassiopea, 98. Is delivered 
by Perseus from tho monster 
who was to havo devoured her, 
99. Is married to him, 100. 

Antaeus. King of Libya. Com- 
pels Heracles to wrestle with 
him, 133. His mother the 
Earth gives him new strength 
each time ho touches her, but 
Heracles raises him in his arms, 
and strangles him to death, 133. 

Antigone. Daughter of Oedipus, 
210. Chooses to shore her 
father’s fata when ho is banished 
from Thebes, and accompanies 
him through all his ■wanderings, 
210 and 211. Buries her brother 
Polynicos notwithstanding tho 
prohibition of Creon, and is im- 
mured for having dared to dis- 
obey him, 221 to 223. 

Aphrodite. Goddess of be-auty, 231. j 
Gives her daughter Harmonia 
to bo tho wife of Cadmus, 58. 
Gives Milanion three golden 
apples that ho may conquer 
Atalanta in the race, 89. Is 
angry with Psyche, 231; and 
treats her cruelly, 237 to 243; 
but is afterwards reconciled to 
her marriage with Eros, 243. 

Apollo. Son of Zeus and Leto, 
and brother of Artemis, 23. 
Disputes ■with Idas for Mar- 
pessa, 21. Gifts Melampus 
with the power of knowing the 
future, 72. Punishes the pride 
of Niobe, 80 and 81. Becomes for 
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a time die slave of Admetus, 91. 
Helps Admetus to win Aicestis, 
92 and 93. Helps to arm 
Heracles for his fight with the 
Minyae, 112. Eefuses to pro- 
nounce the oracle demanded by 
Heracles. 1 39, Blesses the mar- 
riage of Eros and Psyche, 243. 
Theseus sacrifices the Cretan 
Bull to Apollo, 185. — For the 
Temple of Apollo at Delphi see 
I page 56, — also Delphi. ' 

Arcadia, Heracles drives the 
Stympbalian birds out of tho 
country, 121 and 122. 

Ares. The god of war. Is made 
prisoner by Otus and Ephialtes, 
28. Gives his daughter Har- 
monia to bo the wife of Cadmus, 
58. Gives a beautiful girdle to 
the Queen of tho Amazons, 124. 

Argo. The vessel in which Jason 
and his friends sail to fetch tlie 
Golden Fleece, 153. She i.« de- 
dicated to Poseidon, 171. 

Argonauts, The heroes who sailed 
in tho Argo. For their adven- 
tures, see pages 153 to 171. 

Argos. The home of lo, 31. Her 
descendant Danaus finds a re- 
fuge in Argos when obliged to 
flee from Egypt, and becomes 
king, 34 and 35, Lynceus suc- 
ceeds him, 37. Melampus is 
seat for to Ai'gos to deliver the 
daughters of King Proetus from 
their mama, 73 and 74. DanaS 
is driven away from Argos by 
her father. King Acrisius, 95. 
Perseus becomes king of Argos, 
but exchanges it for the cities 
of Mycenae and Tiryns, 103. 
Polynices comes to Ai'gos to ask 
for help, 212. Ifing Adrastus 

leads tho ArgivesagainstThabes, 
213 to 223. Their defeat is Mter- 
wards avenged by the Epigoni, 
224 to 227 , , 

Argos. (1) The hundred-eyed 



250 


DTOEX. 


CAT3 

167 Rescues hia sister Helena, ] 
201. Shares the fate of his 
brother Pollux after death as 
well as tlirough life, 201. 
Caucastui, lilt. Prometheus is 
chained there, 12. 

Centaurs. Monstrous creatures, 
half men, half horses. Quarrel 
with Heracles, 117 to 119. 
Right with the Lapithno, wh<' 
overcome them with the help 
of Theseus, 198. (See also 
Chiron, Nessus, and Pholus.) 
CepheUs. King of p. part of 
Africa. Husband of Cassiopca 
andfather of Andromeda, 99 and 
100 . 

Cerberus. A three-headed dog 
who stood as watchman at the 
gate of the land of Shades. 
Heracles is sent to fetch him to 
the Upper ‘World, 135. Ho 
allows Psyche to puss him, 212, 
Ceryneian Hind. A hind under 
the protection of Artemis, cap- 
tured by Heracles as his third 
Labour, 116 and 117. 

Chaos. The state of the universe 
before the creation of the heaven 
and the ctirth, 1. 

Charon. The ferryman who con- 
ducted mortals to the Lower 
World. Rows Psycho across the 
river Acheron, 241. 

Chimacra. A monster half-lion, 
half-goat, with a serpent’s tail, 
47. Killed by Bellerophon, 
48 to 50. 

Chiron. The wisest and beat of 
the Centaurs. Instructs Hera- 
cles, 100. Is killed by him un- 
intentionally, 118 and 119. 

Circe. An enchantress, sister of 
KingAeetes. Purges Jason and 
Medea from the blood of Absvr- 
tus, 167. ^ 

Otihaeron, ]\ft. Heracles pas- 
tures the flocks of Amphitryon 
on this mountain, and slavs the 
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lion whoso skin ho afterward* 
wears, 110 and 111. Oedipui 
is left thoro to perish by nis 
piircnts, 205. 

Club-carricr. One of the robbers 
killed by Theseus on his jour- 
ney toAtliens, 179, 

Chjlaemnes'tra. Daughter of Tyn- 
d.arcu3 and Leda, 200. 

Colchis. The city of King Aeotes. 
Phrixus is brought there by tho 
Golden Ram, 150. Tho Argo- 
nauts rcjtch Colchis, 159, 

Corinth. The counti’y of Sisy- 
phus, 43. Bellerophon is ob- 
liged to leave Corinth on ac- 
count . of tho murder of his 
brother, 45. Jason and Medea 
scttlo there, 173. Oedipus is 
brought thoro and adopted by 
King Polybus, 205 and 206, 

Creon (1). King of Corinth. Re- 
ceives Jason and Medea, and 
offers his daughter Glauco to 
Jason for a wife, 173 and 174. 
(2), King of Thobes, Purges 
Ampliitryon from tho blood of 
Elcctryon, 105. .Accompanies 
him on his expedition against 
tho Toleboao, 106 & 107. Gives 
his daughter Megara to Heracles 
for a wife, 112. (3). Brother 
Joemsta, Becomes King of 
Thobes, 221, Refuses burial to 
tho Argives and condemns Anti- 
gono to deatli for disobeying 
his orders, 221 to 223. Is com- 
pelled by Theseus to rescind, 
them, 223. 

Crete. Zeus is hidden in this 
island from his father when a 
child, 3. Daedalus makes tho 
Labyrinth for King Minos, 52.- 
Daedalus escapes from Crete 
with his son Icarus, 52 and 53. 
Heracles is sent by Eurysthous 
to fetch tho Cretan bull to My- 
cenae, 122 and 123. The Argo- 
nauts land after having causiid 
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Atia 

Avgtas, Kinj of Elis. Has Lis 
stables cleansed by Heracles in 
a sicglo day, 119 and 120. Eo- 
fuses 10 givQ the reward agreed 
upon, 120 and 121. Is punished 
by Heracles for Lis treachery, 
1-il and 142. 

Aventitms, Mt, A mountain in 
Italy over which Heracles is 
driving tho c.ittlo of Geryon 
whec. they ara stolen by the 
Giant Cacus, 130. 

'QACCRAN'TES. Followers of 
Dionysus or Bacchus, (3a to 
07. 

Beam, The Sacred. A beam with 
the power of spcecli, — sent by 
.Atheno to bo inserted in the 
ilrgo, 153. It reproves Jason 
and iledea for their crime, 167. 
Dies of old age, I7I. 

Bellcrophon. Son of Glaucus, and 
grandson of Sisyphus, kings of 
Corinth, 45. Kills his brother 
unintentionally, and goes to 
King Prootus to bo purged from 
tho stain of blood, 45. Is seat 
by Proetus to lobates king of 
Lycia, 46. , Slays tho Chimaera 
by tho help of tho winged horso 
Pegasus, 47 to 50. Marries tho 
king’s daughter and settles in 
tha country, 51. 

Bias. Brother of Melampus. Ob- 
tains tho hand of Pero, daughter 
of king Kolous, through tho 
kindness of his brother, 69 to 
72. Obtains also a third part 
of tho dominions of Proetus, king 
of Argos, 73 and 74. . 

Mack Sea. Crossed by Phrixus 
when carried by the Golden 
Bam to Colchis, 150. Passed 
through by tho Argonauts on 
their way to Colchis, loo. 

Boreas. The god of the North 
Wind, 168. 


CAS 

Bull of Crete or of Marathon. 
Sent by Poseidon to Minos for 
sacrifice, 122. Taken to My- 
cenae by Heracles, 123. Captured 
by Theseus and sacrificed to 
Apollo, 184 and 185. 

Bitslris, A king of Egypt who 
sacrificed a stranger every yoitr 
to tho gods. Is killed by Hera- 
cles, 133 and 134. 

QACUS. A giant living on 
Mt. Aventinus. Steals tha 
cattle of Heracles and is killed 
by him, 130 and 131. 

Cadinca. Tho fortress of Thebe.s. 
Named after Cadmus, 58. Hera 
onfors and gives bad advice to 
Semele, 61. It is visited by a 
devastating Fox, whom Am- 
phitryon overcomes with tha 
help of tho Atlienian Dog, 106. 

Cadmus: Sets off in search of his 
sister Europa, 55. Is directed 
to found a city, 66. Sows 
dragon’s teeth, from which 
spring warriors who help him 
to build tho Cadraea, 57 and 
58. Marrios Harmonia, 58. Is 
tho father of Semele, 61. 

Calydon. The country of Oeneus 
and tho scena of tho great 
boar-liunt in which Meleager 
and AtalanOa take part, 83-89. 
Heracles goes thero to sue for 
Deianira, 142, and spends some 
years tliere, 143. 

Capa'iteiis.i Oaa of the Seven He- 
roes who march against Thebes, 
213 and 214. Is killed bjlight- 
nintr, 219. 

Cassiopea. Wife of Cepheus and 

motherof Andromeda. Punished 
byPoseidon for her pride, 93 and 

99, 

Castm-. Son of Tyndareus and 
Leda, and twin-brother ot Pol- 
lux, 200. Takes part in tha 
expedition of tha .Argonauts, 
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power, 64 and 65. Creates the 
Vine, 65. Sets out upon a. tri- 
tunphal journey round the world, 
65. Punishes the tailors who 
refuse to t<ake him to Nasos, 66 
and 67. Punishes the daugh- 
ters of Proetus who refuse to 
honotir him, 73. Is received 
into the ahcie of the gods, 67. 
hlarries Ariadne, 192. 

Dioscuri. The hrothers Castor 
and Pollux, 201. 

Doliones. A people in whose 
country the igonauta land on 
their wayto Colchis, 154and 155. 

J^ARTH, The. Gives a golden 
apple-tree to Hera on her 
marriage with Zeus, 131. Gives 
her sou Antaens new strength 
every time he touches her, 133. 
Egtfft. lo is kindly received by 
the king, and becomes his wife, 

' 32 and 33. Danaus leaves Egypt 
for Argos, 34. Heracles kills 
King Busiris, 133 and 134. 
Elictryon. Son and successor of 
Perseus. His right is disputed 
by Pterelaus king of the Tele- 
bo.ae, 104. He prepares to make 
an expedition against the Tele- 
boae, but is killed accidentally 
_by Amphitryon, 105. 

Elia. A country of Greece. Ruled 
over by Salmoneus, 42. Pelops 
goes to Elis to sue for Hippo- 
damia, conc^uers her father in 
the chariot-race, and becomes 
king, 77 to79. Heracles cleanses 
the stables of Augeas, kinf^' of 
Elis, 119 and 120. He marches 
against Elis to punish Augeas 
for his faithlessness, and trans- 
fers the kingdom to Phvlens 
141 and 142. ^ ’ 

Eidymion. A son of Zens. Asks 
that he may sleep for ever, 29 
Is beloved by the goddess Selene* 
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Ejphialtea, Brother of Ottis, and 
son of Poseidon, 27. Tho bro- 
thers fight against the gods, and 
make Ares prisoner, 28, They 
are killed throngh a device of 
the goddess Artemis, 28. 
Ey'igoni. The sons of the Seven 
Heroes defeated before Thebes. 
They march against Thebes to 
avenge the death of their fathers, 
and take possession of the city, 
224 to 227. 

Epimelheus. Brother of Prome- 
theus, 9. Zeus sends Pandora 
to be his wife, 10 and 11. 
Ergintts. Xing of tho Slinyae. 
Demands tribute from the The- 
bans, 111, Is attacked and 
conquered hy Heracles, 112. 
Eriphyle. Vtiio of Amphiaraus 
and sister of Adrastns, 214. 
Decides that Amphiaraus shall 
march against Thebes, 215. Is 
killed hy her sou AJcmaeon, 227. 
Eros. The god of Love — son of 
Aphrodite, 231. Is commanded 
by his mother to do Psyche an 
injury, hue instead of that, 
marries her secretly, 231 to 236. 
Is obliged to leave her, 236. 
Obtains the gift of immortality 
for Psyche, and the sanction of 
tho gods to his marriage with 
her, 243. 

Erytnanthus, Aft. The home of 
the boar captured hy Heracles 
as his Eourth Labour, 117 to 
119. 

Eiiocles. Son of Oedipus and Jo- 
casta. Banishes his brother 
PolynicesfromThahes,212. De- 
fies the summons of the Argives 
to surrender the kingdom, 218. 
Challenges Polynices to a single 
i combat, in which each brother 
kills the other, 220. 

Euboea. The country of Eurjtua. 
Heracles goes there to sue for 
* lole, T37. Heracles conquers 
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'Talos lo kill himself, 16D and 
170 . Thoaoua goes to Crete ua 
pirt of the tribute given by 1 
the Athenians, kills the Mino- 
Uur and escapes 'ivith Ariadne, 
187 to 190. 

Cronus. Son of Unmua and 
Gala. Dethrones his father 
and succeeds him ns king of 
tiro gods, 2. ilarries Rhea, 2. 
la di.spossessed by his son 2ieus, 

3 and 4, 

J^AEDALUS. An artist em- 
ployed by Minos Idng of 
Crete. Builds tlio Labyrinth, 
52. Escapes with his sonlcarus, 
52 and 53. 

Btuiae. Daughter of Acrisiua, 
king of Argos. Is married to 
Zeus, and becomes the mother 
of Perseus, 95 and 96. Is shut 
up in a chest by her father and 
cast adrift, 95. Is allowed to 
taka refuge on an island, 96. Is 
delivered by Perseus from the 
king, 101. 

Danaidis. The daughters of Da- 
naus. They sail to Argos with 
their father, 31, Kill their 
husbands at his command, 35 
and 36. Are condemned to un- 
ending punisliment in tlio 
Lower World, 37 and 38. 

Diinaiis. A descendant of lo. 
Klees from his homo in Afriai 
with his daughters, and settles 
in Argos, 34. Becomes king of 
Argos, 35. Commands his daugh- 
ters to kill their husbands, and 
wishes to punish Hyperninestra 
fbrfailing toobeyhim, 36and 37. 

Ditiaitira. Daughter of Canons 
kmg of Calydon. Is wooed hy 
both Heracles and the river- 
god Acheloiis, who agree to 
fight for her, 142, Marries 
Heracles, 143. Receives from 
the Centaur Nessus a cloth dip- 
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pod in his blood, 144. Smears 
witli this cloth the robe of He- 
racles, and thus causes his death, 
145 and 146. Hangs herself in 
despair, 147. 

Se/os, A fla\tmg island. Leto 
takes refuge on it, and Poseidon 
causes four pillars to spring up 
and hold it fast, 23. Apollo 
and Artemis are born there, 23. 
The island is honoured by the 
Greeks, 24. 

Delphi. A city of Greece in which 
there was an oracle of Apollo, 55. 
(Seo Oracle.) Heracles carries 
off the sacred Tripod, 139. The 
Epigoni present to Apollo the 
best of the spoil taken from 
Thebes, 226, Achelousadnses 
his grand-ehildron to offer the 
veil and necklace of Harmonia 
to Apollo at Delphi, 230. 

Demater. Daughter of Cronus, 4. 
Seeks for her daughter Perse- 
phone, 16 to 15. Creates corn 
and teaches Triptolemus how to 
cultivatoit, 18 and 19. Eats by 
mistake the shoulder of Pelops, 
75 aud 76. 

Deuca'lioj). Son of Prometheus. 
Saves himself and his wife 
Pyrrha in a wooden chest at the 
time of the great Klood, 13 and 
14, They re-people the earth 
by throwing stones behind them 
which become men and women, 
lo. 

DiomMes. A king of Thrace who 
fed his horses on human flesh. 
Heracles is sent by Eurystheus 
to fetch the horses to Mycenae; 
he conquers the king and throws 
him to be eaten by his oivn 
horses, 123 and 124. 

Dionysus. Son of Zeus mcI ce- 
mele. Is placed under 
charge of Athamas, 63 ; then 
under that of some nymphs, 64. 
Is gifted by Z^us with divine 
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the fores^ 165 ; and bring* it 
safaly to lolcus, 17 J. “ 

worsens. Threo sLters is-ith iron 
daws and golden wings and 
livo serpents instead of hair 
who tnrn,^ to stone oveiyono 
^at looked at them, 06 and 08 . 
Perseus cuts off tha head of l\Ie- 

(?rS« Gorgon. 08 . 

(Traces. Three beautiful dan-’h- 

jy?:, “i 

rj-ey Siskrs. Sisters of the Gor- 
gons who had only one evo and 

one tooth behveen thel ^ pt; 
sens goes to their cave and 

to find 

h?Jn K '">>0 can 

ilSusroZ 

^'■pbrodito. Is 
tnamed to Cadmus, 58 Is nr^ 
seated by Hephaestus 4 ^^ 
beautiful veil and necWace oia 
Nav,« Creatures ‘ “bo! 

ieaofi^idensandthefeeund 

S^^"nSThey?r7hS^r 

riage to Heleles. 147!" 

& 2 ^^"" =‘“‘1 

^00. Is carried off 
Iheseus and PiVi+v - 

Is rescued by he^^?"^’ 
„torandPolC20r'^“^*’^“*- 

The sun-god Tn 
Demeter that Plntn n 
?ff her daughter 

»»gly grants tteVoLt^TJ - 


nm 

m^. Daughter of King Atha- 
mas and sister of Phrim*. 
p carried away, with hof 

but fHla off his back into tha 
tM. and IS drowned, 118 to 

I xou, 

' 

tai. eon Europe and Asia. Called 
, niter Hclle, 150, 

, Fashions Pandora out 

tf4^’ I’romethcus 

to a rock ou Alt. Caucasus, 12. 
Helps to arm Heracles for his 

Ar t -Minyao, 112. 

-Uakes Uip rattle which Hera- 
cles uses to drivo away tlio 

bt>mphaliaa biixis, 122. Hakes 

hiogcf Crete, 109. Presents a 

c!dmlf“* m^klaco to 

C..dmu3 and Hannoni.s, 2M 

pf-o Groans, 1. 

Decomes the wife of Zou* ^ad 
queen of the gods, -l. I3 pye- 
«mted by tho Earth at ^er 
mmago wth a golden applo- 
irto, IJI. Persecutes Leto 03. 
and lo, 31 to 33. Gives trea- 
^erp^ advice to Somoto.^l 
Punishes Athamas for receiving 
Dion^s^, 63 and 150. I3 
concilg^to Dionysus and Semele. 
pj- .Ga’Jses Eurystheus to be 
prn betora Heracles and thus 
become heir to the cittos S 
fyeonao and Ihryns, 109 
^ends serpents to kill Heracles 

"S“1" 

<» *.i 3 jhL^S“ 

147 ’ ‘ho gods, 

the .IrgoS 
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the city awl kills Euxytus and 
his sons, 1-15. 

Etiropa. Sistor of Cadmus. Is 
carried off by Zous in the form 
of a bull, 54 and 58. 

Europe, The country to which 
Europa \raa carried by the bull, 
and which was called after her, 
68. Heracles reaches the ex~ 
trema limit of Europe, 128. 
Phri.\u3 and Holla are carried 
away from it into ^Vaia by the 
Golden Bam, 150. 

Eurys'the.us. Son of Sthenelus. 
Becomes king of Dlycenao and 
Tiryus, 109. Is served for 
twelve years by Heracles who 
performs twelve Labours at his 
command, 113 to 137. 

Eurytua. King of Euboea, Bo- 
fuses to give his daughter lole 
in marriage to Heracles and 
taunts him with his former mad- 
ness, 137. Ho and his sons are 
killed by Heracles, 145. 

BvSiiua. Father of ilarpossa. Ee- 
fuses to lot his daughter marry 
Idas, 20. Pursues Idas and Mur- 
possa, and being unable to over- 
take them, drowns himself, 21. 

TpATES. Three goddesses who 
determine the course of 
men’s lives. They are present 
at the birth of AToleager, 83. 
They promise that Admotus 
shall recover if one of his 
relatives will die for him, 93. 
They decree that the Theban 
Fox shall never bo caught, and 
that the Athenian Dog shall 
never pursue in vain, 106. 

Eif-beitcUr, One of the robbers 
killed by Theseus on his jour- 
ney to Athens, 179 and 180. 

Elcod. Zeus destroys the whole 
race of men by a great Flood, 
excepting Deucalion and Pyrrha, 

13 to 15. 
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0AEA. Wife of Uranus and 
goddess of the earth, 1. 
Helps her son Cronus to de- 
throne his father, 2. Plans the 
overthrow of Cronus, 3. Cre- 
ates Giants to fight against the 
gods, 5; also a monster named 
Typhoeus, 6, Interferes to pre- 
vent Phaethon from burning up 
the earth, 41. 

Oauyinede. Son of Laomedon 
king of Troy. Is carried off to 
Olympus by the sacred eagle of 
Zeus, 127- 

Garden oj the Hesperides. A 
garden in Oceanus wliere Hera 
planted the golden apple-treo, 
given her by the Earth. at her 
marriage with Zous, Heracles 
is sent by Eurystheus to fetch 
three golden apples from it, 131 
i to 135. 

Geryon, A tlu'eo-headod king in 
the far West, possessor of a 
beautiful herd of red-brown 
cattle. Ho loses his life in 
defending them against Hera- 
cles, 128 and 129. 

Giants, Hugo monsters created 
by Gaea to fight against the 
gods. They are defeated in a 
great battle, and buried beneath 
volcanic mountains, 6. 

Glauce. Daughter of Creon king 
of Corinth. Is offered to Jason 
as a bride, 173 and 174. Her 
death is caused by Medea, 
174, 

Glauous. Son of Sisyphus, and 
father of Bellerophon, 45. 

Golden Age. The time when men 
were first created, and lived 
long and happy lives, 8. 

Golden Fleece. The fleece of the 
ram who carried Phrixus to 
Colchis. It is hung up on a 
tree in a forest near Colchis, 
150, Jason is sent to fetch it, 
162. Ho carries it off from 
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go to Trachin to bo purified, 113 
and M-i. Is about to cclebrato 
his nictory over Eurytus when 
ho receives from Deiaaira n 
robo poisoncil vidth the blood of 
tho Centaur Nossus, vthich 
causes him such terriblo suiTer- 
ing that ha resolves to die, llo 
and 116. Ascends Mt. Octa 
and builds a funeral pile which 
ho causes to bo set alight, 116. 
But beforo tho flames reach him, 
ho is carried up to Idt, Olrapus 
and enthroned among tlie 
IIG and 147- Tha goddess Hebe 
is given to him for a wifs, 147. 

Hermes. Tho ilcssenger of tho 
gods. Takes Pandora to Epi- 
metheus, 10. Is sent to tell i 
Deuc.alion and Pyrrha that 
they may make any request they 
like, 14. Helps Ascs to escape 
from captivity, 28. Kilbi tho 
watchman Argus, and rescues 
lo, 31 and 32. Takes Dionysus 
to King Athamus, 63; and 
aftenvards to bu brought up by 
aomonympli3,64. Gives Perseus 
a sickle with which to cut off 
tho head of Aledusa, 97. Bo- 
tums to tho nymphs tho tUrea 
Precious Things they had lent 
to Perseus, 103. Steals part of 
tho booty of Amphitryon for 
Zeus, 108. Helps to arm 
Heracles for his fight with the 
Minyae, 112. Brings tho 
Golden Ham to carry away 
Phrixus and Hello, 149. Brings 
Psycho into the assembly of tho 
gods, 243. 

Eewne. Daughter of Laomedon 
king of Troy. Is rescued by 
Heracles from the monster, 126. 
Is given to tha hero Telamon 
after the conquest of Troy, and 
allowed to take her littla brother 
Podarces or Priam with her 
HO and 141. 
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Ifespeih'des. Three nyinph-s who 
tended Iho gartien of goldea 
.ipple-trcc.', 132. (See Uardtri 
at Jlcjpe rides.) 

Hcilia. Daughter of Cronus, 4. 

Uippcddmla. D.aughtcr of Oonu* 
mans king of Elis. Her father 
compels all her suitors to com- 
peto with him in a chariot-raco, 
77. Pelops wins, and marries 
llippcdamta, 7S and 72. 

Ilippotyiii, An Amaroa carried 
oif by Thceeus to bo his wife, 
193 and 194. She is killed, 
fighting for him ugaicst her 
country-women, 195. 

Sip^iyius. Son of Thestu-s and 
HippolyU, 191. Is beloved by 
Phaednv, wifo of Theseus, 197- 
She ctiuses his deatli, 193. 

Hippomcdoe.u Ono of tho Seven 
Iferoes who march against 
Thebes, 213. 

7/<5«» of Plenty. Tho horn of tho 
gc-it Amafthca, converted by 
Zeus into a miraculous horn, 6. 
Is given to Heracles in o-xcLango 
for Iho horn of Achclous, 143. 

Hundred-armed. Arou'iters, child- 
ren of Uranas .and GaKi, 1. Are 
thrust into Tartarus, 2 and 3. 
Are released by Zaus and help 
him to fight against tho old 
gods, 4. 

fiyhfro. A monster killed by 
Heracles, 114 to 116. Heracles 
poisons bis arrows with tbo 
Hydra’s gall, 116 ; and uses 
them in ahootingat tlie Centaurs, 
118; and 144. 

Hyloj. Tho most be.iutiful boy in 
Greece. Is dragged down into 
a forest pool by tho nymphs who 
live there, and never seen again, 
loo and 156. 

Eypsip'de. Queen of Lemnos. 
Saves the life of her father 
when all the other men in tho 
island are killed, 153 and 154. 
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in tlasir passage tlirough the 
Wandering Rocts, 169. 
trades. Son of Zens and Alc- 
mone, 103 isnd 109. Strangles 
tn'o serpents sentby Hera to kill 
bim in his sleep, 109. Is t;\ngbt 
by the Centanr Oliiron, 110. 
Kills a lion on Mt. Githaoron 
and dresses himself in tho skin, 
110 and 111. Conquers the 
ARnyao and kills their king, 
Erginns, 11 1 and 112. Jlarrics 
Megaro, 112. Becomes mad,, 
and thrours his children into tho 
fire, 113. Leaves Thebes in 
consequence, and enters tho 
service of ^ryslheus for whom 
he performs twelro ^bours : — 
let Labotir. Blilling the Ne- 
mean Lion, 113 and 114. 
2nd Labour, IHlling tlie Lor- 
nean Hydra, 114 to 116. 
3rd Labour. Capering tho 
Cerynoian Hind, 116 and 
117. 

4th Labour. Bringing tho 
Erymanthian Boar to 
Alycenae, 117 ti^d 119. 
6th Laliour. Cleansing the 
stables of Augeas in a 
single day, 119 to 121. 
6th Labour. Driving away 
tho Stympholian Birds, 

121 and 122. 

(th Labour. Bringing tlio 
Cretan Bull to Myconae, 

122 and 123. _ 

8th Labour. Bringing to My- 
cenae the fierce horses of 
Diomedes, 123 and 124. 

9th Labour. Obtaining the 
girdle of the Queen of 
the Amazons, 124 to 126. 
10th Labonr. Eetchingthe cat- 
tle of Goryon, 123to 131. 
llth Labour. Procuring throe 
golden apples from the 
Garden of the Hespe- 
rides, 131 to 135. 
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12th Labour. Fetching the 
three-headed dog Cerbe- 
rus from tho Lower 
World, 135 to 137. 
Heracles delivers Prometheus 
from tho eagle, 12. Eights 
with tho Centaurs and causes 
tlio death of Chiron uninten- 
tionally, 117 to 119. Delivers 
Hesiono from tho monster, 126 
and 127. Punishes Laomedon 
her father for breaking liis word 
to him, 140. IpHs tho giant 
Cacus for ste.iling his cattle, 
130 and 131. WresUes wito 
Noreus tho sea - god, 132. 
Wrestlos with Antaeus, son of 
tho Earth, and squeezes him to 
death, 133. Hills Busins who 
had been accustomed to sacnfica 
a stranger every year to tho 
gods, 133 and 13-4. Visits 
Atlas, and takes his place for a 
timo in supporting tho heaven, 
134 and 135. Goes to Oechiuia 
to sue for lolo daughter of King 
Eurytus, and is taunted by her 
father with bis former madness, 
137 and 138. Punishes Eury- 
tus for this, 145. Kills Iphitus, 
son of Eurytus, 138. Is smitten 
with sic^ess, and when ho 
asks the Oraclo what ho sbnB 
do, is refused an answer, 13». 
Quarrels with Apollo about tos 
and carries off the sacred Iri- 
pod, 139. Enters tho sernco 
of Omphale queen of Ly la, 

with whom ho remains for three 

years, 139 and 140 Pumshes 
Augeas for his f^thlessness 141 
and 142. .Goes to 
suo for Deianira, and 
in a contest with the 
Acheloiis, 142 and 143.^ 

ries Deianira an 1 pj^jyjon, 

her for somo time ^ 

143. ^-“aSfole.are,and 

servant-boy and hafiw 
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Sees Medea drive a-sray in her 
dragoa-car, 17o. 

Jocasta. Wife of Lains Idng of 
Thebes, and mother of Oedipus, 
205. Marries Oedipus, not i 
hnowing 'srho he is, 207 .and 
208. "^en it is discovered, she 
hangs herself in her despair and 
grief, 209. 

TABYEmTIl. A wonderful 
house made for Miaos king 
of Crete by the artist Daedalus, 
52 and 186. Theseus enters it 
and kills the Minotaur, 189 and 
190. 

Laws. King of Thebes and hus- 
band of Jocasta. Exposes hisson 
Oedipus on Mt. Cithaeron, 
205. Is killed by his son un- 
knowingly, 206 and 207. 

Land, of Shades. See Loxiser 
World. 

Laodamaa, Son of Eteooles. Suc- 
ceeds his father as king of 
Thebes, and is killed in fighting 
against the Epigoni, 225. 
Laomedon. King of Troy, and 
father of Ganymede, Hesione 
and Priam. Tries to cheat the 
gods Apollo and Poseidon, and 
is punished by them, 126. Ee- 
ceives fi:om Zeus two horses of 
the gods to console him for the 
loss of Ganymede, 127. Pro- 
mises the horses to Heracles if 
ho will deliver Hesione from the 
monster, but fails to keep his 
word, 126 and 127. Is punished 
by Heracles for his faithlessness, 
HO. 

Lapithae. The subjects of Piri- 
thoiis the friend of Theseus, 195. 
They conquer the Centaurs with 
the help of Theseus, 196. 

Xfifa. , Wife of Tyndareus king of 
.Sparta. Marries Zeus in the 
form of a swan, and becomes 
the mother of Pollux and Helena, 
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as well as of Castor and Cly* 
tmmnestra, 200. 

Lomnos, An island inhabited by 
women only. The Argonauts 
rest there on their way to Col- 
chis, 153 and 15-1. 

Lerne, The city near which was 
the abode of the I/cmean 
Hydra destroyed by Heracles, 
115. 

Lcio. Marries Zeus, and becomes 
tile mother of Apollo and Arte- 
mis, 23 and 21. Begs her chil- 
dren to punish Niobe, 80. 

Liht/a. The country of .^taous. 
Heracles wrestles with him, 133. 

Llchas. A herald. Brings to 
Heracles the robe poisoned by 
Deianita which c-auses him su(^ 
agony that ha beats Dichas to 
death against the rocks, 146 
and 146. 

Zower World. Pluto is made 
king of the Lower World, 6. 
Persephone is carried off to it 
by Pluto, 16 to 18. The Dana- 
Tdes are condemned to never- 
ending punishment, 37 and 38. 
Tantalus is condemned to a 
similar punishment, 76. Al- 
cestis is allowed to return from 
the Lower World, 94. Heracles 
goes there to fetch Cerberus, 
135 to 137. Theseus and Piri- 
thous descend with the in- 
tention of carrying off Per- 
sephone, 199 to 202. Castor 
and Pollux spend alternate days 
in Olympus and in the Lower 
World, 201. The helmet of 
Pluto is lent to Perseus, 97. 

Lycia. The country of King 
lobateg. Belleropbon slays the 
Chimaera, and afterwards settles 
in the country, 47 to 51. 

Lycomedes. King of part of the 
island of Scyios, 202. KiUs 
Theseus by freacbery, 203. 

Lycurgus. King of Nemea. The 
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Is baniahod in consequence, and 
becomes nurse to tho child of 
Lycurgns kingof Nomea,21o to 
217. 

TCASUS, Son of Daedalus. 

Elies away fi:om Crete with 
his father, but falls into the sea 
_ and is drowned, 52 and 53. 

Idas. Carries off Marpessa in a 
winged chariot, 20. Is preferred 
by her to tho god Apollo, 21 
^ and 22. 

Ftio. Wife of Athamas, and step- 
mother of Phrisus and Helle, 
63 and 14S. Tries to get 
Phrixns put to death, 148 and 
149. Is killed in trying to 
escape from her husband in his 
madness, 63 and 150. 

!o. Daughter of a king of Argos. 
Is beloved by Zeus, and changed 
by him into a white cow to save 
her from Hera, 31. Hera gets 
possession of the cow and puts 
her under tho charge of the 
watchman Argus, 31. She is 
rescued by Hermes, 31 and 33. 
Hera however continues to tor- 
ment her till she is protected by 
tho king of Egypt who marries 
her, 32 and 33. 

{obates. King of Lyoia, Eeceives 
Bellerophon kindly, 47 ; but at 
tho request of Proetus, sends 
liim on dangerous missions in 
tho hope of his being killed, 47 
to 50 ; until, finding that he is 
under the protection of the gods, 
he begs him to settle in the 
country and gives him his daugh- 
ter iu marriage, 51. 

Malts. A cousin of Heracles. 
Accompanies him on his expedi- 
tion to destroy tho Lernean 
Hydra, 115 and 116. 

Meus, Tho city of King Pelias, 
151. Jason sets out from lolcus 
in quest of the Golden Fleece, 

S 


JTAS 

152 and 153. Eeturns with the 
Fleece, 171. Is obliged to leave 
the city, 173. 

lolc. Daughter of Emy tus king of 
Oechaiia. Is soughtin marriage 
by Heracles, but refused to him 
by her father, 137 and 138. 

Iphiclcs. Son of Amphitryon and 
Alcmene, and half-brother of 
Heracles, 108 and 109. 

Iplnclus. (1) The owner of a 
famous herd of cattle demanded 
by Neleus king of Pyles in re- 
turn for the hand of his daughter 
Peco, 69. (2) Grandson of the 
above. Melampus instructs him 
how to propitiate tho gods and 
obtain an heir, 71 and 72. 

Iphitus. Son of Eurytus, Hng of 
Oechaiia. Is killed by Heracles 

■ in a fit of anger, 138. 

Isthmus. The neck of land which 
connects the peninsula of Pelo- 
ponnesus with thereat of Greece. 
The Argonauts land there on 
their return from Colchis, 171. 

/fafy. Heracles passes though 
the country when driving home 
tho cattle of QeryontoSIyeenae, 
ISO. 

Jason. ■ Nephew of Poh'as, 
king of lolcus, by whom he 
is sent to fetch the Golden 
Eleece, 152. Beaches Colchis, 
169; and accomplishes the tusks 
demanded by Aeetes, 160 to 164. 
Obtains possession of the Fleece 
by the help of Jffedea, and es- 
capes with her, 166, Is purified 
by Circe from the blood of Ab- 
syrtus, 167. Arrives at lolcus 
and shows Pelias the Golden 
Heece, 171. Goes to Corinth, 
where King Creon offers him 
Glance for his wife, 173. Pre- 
sents her with a marriage-robe 
which, unknown to him, has 
been poisoned by Medea, 174. 
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Sees Medea drive s.v&y in her 
dragoa-car, 175. 

Jocasta. Wife of Laius king of 
Thebes, and mother of Oedipus, 
205. Marries Oedipus, not 
knowing who ho is, 207 and 
208. "When it is discovered, she 
hangs herself in her despair and 
grief, 209. 

JTABYEINTH. A wonderful 
house made for Minos king 
of Crete by the artist Daedalus, 
62 and 186. Theseus enters it 
and kills the Minotaur, 189 and 
190. 

Loins. King of Thebes and hus- 
bandof Jocasta. Exposes hisson 
Oedipus on Mt. Citbaeron, 
205. Is killed by his son un- 
knowingly, 206 and 207. 

Land of Shades. See Lower 
World. 

Laodamas. Son of Eteooles. Suc- 
ceeds his father as king of 
Thebes, and is killed in fighting 
against the Epigoni, 225. 
Laomedon. Eiing of Troy, and 
father of Ganymede, Hesione 
and Priam. Tries to cheat the 
gods Apollo and Poseidon, and 
is punished by them, 126. Re- 
ceives from Zeus two horses of 
the gods to console him for the 
loss of Ganymede, 127. Pro- 
mises the horses to Heracles if 
he will deliver Hesione from the 
monster, but fails to keep his 
word, 126 and 127. Is punished 
by Heracles for his faitmessness, 
140. 

lomthae. The subjects of Piri- 
flious the friend of Theseus, 195. 
They conquer the Centaurs with 
the help of Theseus, 196. 

Ltda. TOfe of Tyndareus king of 
Sparta. Marries Zeus in the 
form of a swan, and becomes 
the mother of Pollux and Helena, 


ITO 

as well as of Castor and Cly- 
teemnestra, 200. 

Lemnos. An island inhabited by 
women only. The Argonauts 
rest there on thmr way to Col- 
chis, 153 and 154. 

Lerne. The city near which was 
the abode of the Lemean 
Hydra destroyed by Heracles, 
115. 

Lcto. Marries Zeus, and becomes 
tho mother of Apollo and Ai^- 
mis, 23 and 24. Begs her chil- 
dren to punish Niohe, 80. 

Libya. The country of Antaeus. 
Heracles wrestles with him, 133. 

Llchas. A herald. Brings to 
Heracles the robe poisoned by 
Doianira which (muses him such 
agony that he beats Lichas to 
death against tho rocks, 145 
and 146. 

Lower World. Pluto is imide 
king of the Lower World, 5. 
Persephone is carried off to it 
by Pluto, 16 to 18. The Dana- 
ides aro condemned to never- 
ending punishment, 37 and 38. 
Tantalus is condemned to a 
similar punishment, 76. Al- 
cestis is allowed to ratTirn from 
tho Lower World, 84. Heracles 
goes there to fetch Cerberus, 
135 to 137. Theseus and Piri- 
thoiis descend with the in- 
tention of carrying off Per- 
sephone, 199 to 202. Castor 
and Pollux spend alternate days 
in Olympus and in tho Lower 
World, 201. The helmet of 
Pluto is lent to Perseus, 97. 

Zycia. The country of King 
lohates. BeUerophon slays the 
Chimaera, and afterwards settles 
in the country, 47 to 51. 

Lycomeies. King of part of the 
island of Scyios, 202. Hills 
Theseus by treachery, 203. 

Lycurgus. KingofNemea. The 
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Nemcan games ara instituted in 
memory of liis child by tho 
lieroes marching through his 
country on tlioir way to Thobes, 
215 to 217. 

Lydia, 'Xha country of Queen 
Oinphalo, whom Horaclcs serves 
as a slave for threo years, 139 
and l-IO. 

Lynieiti. Son of Aegyptus. Is 
saved from death by his wife 
Jlypormnestra, 36. Succeeds 
Danaus ns king of Argos, 37. 


Jlf^mPESSA. D.iuglitcr of 
Evenus. Runs uw.ay with 
Idas, 20. Prefers him to tlio 
god Apollo, 21 and 22. 

.Vedca, Daugiitor of ^leotcs king 
of Colchis. IIolps Jason to win 
tlio Golden I'lcece, and escapes 
with him, 161 to 165. Kills 
her brother Absyrtus, 166. Is 
purged by Circo from tho stain 
of blood, 167. Deceives' T;ilos 
and makes him destroy iiimsulf, 
169 and 170. Deludes tho 
daughters of Pelias into killing 
their fatJier, 172 and 173. 
Sends a poisoned robo toGlauco, 
17-1. Flees away from Corinth 
in her dragon-car, 175. Is nfc 
tho court of Aegeus at Atlicns 
when Theseus arrives, 183. Her 
plan for poisoning him fails, and 
she flees away in her winged car, 
183 and 184. 

Mediterranean. Tho sea which one 
of tho Giants is in tho act of 
crossing when buried by Athene 
under tho island of Sicily, 6. 
Europa is carried across it by 
Zeus, 58. 

Medwa. Ono of tho throe Qor- 
gODS. Is killed by Perseus, 96 
to 08. Her head turns Ids 
enemies to stone, 101. 

Megara, Daughter of Creon, king 


of Thobes. Becomes the wife 
of Heracles, 112. Dies, 137. 

Melampiis, Learns the language 
of birds and insects, 68 ; and the 
art of knowing tho future, 72. 
Obtains the c.ittlo of Iphiclus 
for his brother Bias, 69 to 72 . 
Restores the reason of the 
daughters of Prootus, 73 and 74. 

Mcteaqcr, Son of Oeneus and 
Althao.a, king and queen of 
Calydon. Takes part in tho 
great boar-hunt whicli Atalanta 
also attends, nnd dies in con- 
sequence of a quarrel with his 
uncles, 83 to 88. 

MUanion. Wins tlio race with 
Atalanta by tho help of threo 
golden apples which ho drops 
ah intervals, 89 and 90. 

jMTnos, King of Crete. Father of 
/iriadno and Phaedra. Refuses 
tolotDaedalusleavoluscountry, 
62. Is sent a bull for saorilico 
by Poseidon, but fails to kill it, 
122. Receives Heracles ivho de- 
livers him from tho mad bull, 122 
and 123. Is furnished by Hopb- 
nestus avith an iron wntebman, 
169. Demands from tlio Atiio- 
ni.nns a tribute of seven youths 
and seven maidon.s, 186. Hoars 
that Thesou.*! Las slain the Mi- 
notaur and carried olFhis daugh- 
ter Ariadno, 190 and 191. Gives 
bis daughter Phaedra in' mar- 
riage to Theseus, 197. 

Minotaur. A monster, half man, 
half bull, who lived in the 
Labyrinth of Croto, 187. Is 
killed by Theseus, 189 and 190. 

Minyae. The subjects of King 
Erginus. They are conquered 
by Heracles and obliged to pay 
tribute to tlio Thebans, 112. 

Moors. Name given to the people 
of Africa, burnt black by 
Pliaotlion, 41. 

Muses. Nino beautiful goddesses 
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of poetry, art and jicieoca. They 
toadi a riddio to tlie Sphini, i07. 
They siOo' at tiio uiarrLiija of 
Eros aad Psycho, 213. 

Mt^cenae. A city of Grcvce. 
PeraeuJ oiehangoa hb kin^Jota 
of Argos for the diiea of 
^llycocau and Tiryns, 103. The 
right of his wu Electryoa to 
succeed is disputed by Pterulaoj, 
10-i. Amphicryoa coaes to 
Jlyconao to suo for Aicaeco, 
but is obliged to leave o.i ac- 
count of the aainteation-d 
murder of Eicctryon, 105. 
Stheaelus drives an-.iy /Uc- 
mcno and seitca ll’.e kingdom, 
105. His son Eurysthsus suc- 
ceeds him. as Hug, 1<’>0. He- 
racles goes to Mycenae and 
serves Eaiystheus for twelve 
years, 113. 

Mynia. A country of .dsLa Mi.'ior. 
The Argonauts hind on ti-.eir 
way to Colchis, and leave He- 
racles and Hylns behind when 
they sail away, 155 and 150. 

^AXOS. An island, the favour- 
ite land of the god Dionysus, 
00 and 67. Ho finds ihriadjic on 
tha island and marries her, 131 
and 102. 

Nektut. King of Pyles. De- 
mands the cattle of Iphiclus in 
return for the hand of his 
d.aughtcr Pero, 03. Gives her 
in marriage to Bias, 72. llo- 
fuses to pnrgo Heracles from 
tho murder of Iphitus, 133. 
Heracles marches against him 
and kills him and all his famUr. 
142. 

Jfeciea. A city of Greece. He- 
racles goes there to kill tho 
Neraeaa lion, 113. Tho Nemcan 
Games are instituted in memory 
of tho cliild of King Lyeurgus, 
215 to 217. 


oea 

Ncrciu, A seft-god. Is com- 
pelled by Herailts to tell hint 
how to obt.-ua tho goldon -Jr'l'bis 
from tho G.-iaiea of tha Helper- 
id.s, 132. 

AV-'jur. .\ CenUur. Carries 
Dciaatr-i acrcis tr.s river dud 
tries to ran away with her, but 
is shot by Ilcr.sdcs with a 
poisoned arrow, ill, 

Ac-'for. Son of Ne’eus king of 
Pyloj. Theoiily member of tho 
f.imily of Nclcas IsA nliva altar 
tha revenge of Heracles, 142. 

A'hAe. Daughter of Taatniuj, 
and wife of Amphioa king of 
ThcLfJ. i5o.ut» of her supe- 
ri’irity to tho froddcsS J-eto, .and 
is p'uiished by luviug .all iicc 
children Uke.u front he.' fit once, 
30 to 83. 

QCcLtyUS. Tha great sircsm 
that slov.'s right round the 
world. Tho horses of Helios 
Eitba in it every evcaiog, 33. 
Tho Gorgonj live on an iiland 
in Ocoanus, 07. On an ji’.tnd in 
Occanus lives the thrcc-bcddtd 
king Gcryon, whoso cattle lle- 
racha is sent to fetch, 123. The 
golden npplo-trco from which 
tha Garden of tho Ilcsperidcs 
grows, is phmted by Hera in 
Oce.anus, 131 and 132. 

OcchdUa. The capital of Eurjtus 
king of Euboea. Tho city is 
destroyed by Ilcraelw, 145. 

Oedipus, Son of Lalns and 
Jocastn, kirg and queen of 
Thebes. Is exposal by his pa- 
rents on Mt Cithacron because 
of tha prediction that ho shall 
kill his f.ither and m.arry his 
mother, 203. Is found by a 
herdsman and taken to Polybus 
king of Corinth who adopt* 
him, 206. Kills his father not 
knowing who ho is, 207. Goes to 
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NtiEE-au games ans icstitutai in 
memory of nis eh.ild by tixo 
heroes marching shro3i;h his 
country on thcirwav to Thete?, 
'215 ty 217. 

Tlic country of Queen 
QaphalOj trliom Heruclca serves 
as a shiva for three years, IS9 
and 1-10. 

iyal'cns. Son cf Aegyptes. Is 
saved from death by his arifa 
ITyperiacejtra, Go. Succeeds 
Daaaus as king of Argos, 37. 


IjrABPESSA. Ihiughtcr of 
Erenns. Runs aivay with 
Idas, 20. Prefers him to the 
ged Ap-^llo, 21 and 22. 

.Ifcdia, Daughter of Acutes king 
of Colchis. Helps Jusoa to win 
the Golden Fleece, and escaj^ 
with him. lOl to 165. Kiils 
her brother Ahsyrtus, 166. la 
purge! by Circo from the shiia 
of bleed, 167. Deceives Talos 
r.ud makes him destroy himself, 
160 -and 170. Deludes the 
daughters of Delias into killing 
their father, 172 and 173. 
Fends -v poisoned rote to Glauce, 
174. Flees away from Corinth 
in her dragon^car, 175. Is .at 
the court of Aegeus at Athens 
when Theseus arrives, 1 S3. Her 
plan for poisoning him f.iils, and 
she flees a'.vay in her \riaged car, 
1S3 and 1S4. 

hfeditcrraricau. The sea which ou-o 
of the Giants is in tha act of 
crossing when buried by Athena 
under tha island of Sicily, 6. 
Esropa is carried across it by 
Zeus, 53. 

ift'diUj, One of the throe Gesr- 
gons. Is kiPed by Perseus, 96 
to OS. Her head turns his 
enemies to stone, 101. 

A%ariJ. Daughter of Croon, king 


of Thebes. Becomes tha wife 
of Heracles, 112. Dies, 137. 

A/<r.brmpiw, Learns the language 
of birds and insects, 6S ; and tha 
art of knowing tho future, 72. 
Obtains the cattle of Ichiclus 
for his brother Bias, C9 to 72. 
Restores the reason of tha 
daughters of Prcctns, 73 and74. 

Mdedoer. Sen of Oeneus and 
Althaea, king and queea of 
CalyJoa. Takes part in tha 
great hoar-hunt wh:c.h Atalanta 
also attends, and dies in con- 
sequence of a quarrel with his 
uncles, S3 to SS. 

d/i-teien. ^Vin3 tha race with 
Atalanm by the help of three 
golden apples which ha drops 
■at intervals, S9 and 90. 

Afiix.'. King of Crete. Father of 
.Ariadna and Phaedra. Refuses 
to let Daediilus leave his country, 
52. Is sent a bull for sacridee 
by Poseidon, bat fails to kill it, 
122. Receives Heradrs who de- 
lirers him from the mad bull, 1 22 
and 123. Is furnished by Heph- 
aestus -with au iron watchman, 
169. Demands irom the Athe- 


nians a tribata of seven youths 
and seven maidens, 1S6. Heaw 
that Thesaa.s has slain the Alt- 
noui ur and c.errieJ off his daugh- 
ter Ariadna, ISO and 191. Gives 
his daughter Phaedra in mar- 
riage to Theseus, 197. 
.l/fuc.'aur. A monster, half man, 
half bull, who lived in the 
Labvriuth of Crelo, ISf. D 


killed by Theseus, 139 and ISO. 
d/snyoc. The subjects of King 
Erginus. They are conquered 
by Heracles and obliged to pay 
ixibuto to tho Thebans, 112. 
Afeors. Kama given to the peop-o 
of Aitica, burnt bUiU. by 


Phacthon, 41. _ 

ilfusa?. Fht® beaatitttl goadessej 
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aa her dowry, a casket fall of 
Diseases and Cares, 10 and 11. 

Parnassu3. A mountain sacred to 
the gods. Zeus proves it to ho 
the centre of the earth, ll. The 
chest in which Deucalion and 
Pyrrha have been preserved 
during tho Flood, strands thero, 
14. The sacred Oracle of Apollo 
is located in Delphi, a city on 
Mt. Parnassus, 56, 

Parthenopaeua. One of tho Seven 
Heroes who marched against 
Thebes, 213. 

Pegasus. A beautiful winged 
horse. Bollerophon becomes 
his master, is taught by tho 
goddess Atheno how to control 
him, and by his holp overcomes 
tho Chimaera, 48 to 60. 

Pelias. Kingof lolcus, 151; and 
father of Alcostis, 92. Gives 
his daughter in marriage to 
Admetus, 92 and 93. Sends 
Jason to fetcli tho'Goldcnlleeco, 
162. Kills tho father of Jason 
during his absence, 171. Is put 
to death by his own daughters, 
through tho treachery of Medea, 
172 and 173. 

Pilion, jilt, Tho Giants propose 
to climb up from this mountain 
to Olympus, 6. 

Peloponnesus. A peninsula of 
Greece, named after Pelops, 79. 
Pelops. Is killed by his father, 
and served up to the gods at a 
banquet, 76 ;butisbroughttolifo 
again by Zeus, 76. Is dispos- 
sessed of his kingdom of Phrygia, 
77. Travels to Elis, andthrougli 
craft conquers Oenomaus in the 
chariot>race, 77 to 79. Marries 
Hippodanua, and becomes kin"' 
of Elis, 79. 

Ptrigune. Daughter of tho Fir- 
bender, one of the robbers slain 
by Theseus on lua way to 
Athens, 180. 


PUB 

Pero. Daughter of Nolens, king 
of Pylos, 09. Becomes tho wife 
of Bias, 72. 

Persephone. Daughter of Domo- 
ter. Is carried off by Pluto to 
bo queott of tlio Lower World, 
16 to 18. Sends bade Alcestis 
to livo again for a time in tho 
Upper World, 94, Eecoives 
Heracles when ho visits tho 
Lower World, 136. Gives 
Psycho tho casket for which she 
has been sent by Aphrodite, 
2 -) 2 . 

Perseus. Son of Zousand Danao, 
95 and 90. Is sent by tho king 
of tho island where his mother 
has taken refngo, to fetch the 
head of AIedus.a, 06 to 98. Ees- 
cues Andromeda from tho mon- 
ster, and is married to her, 99 to 
101. Eotums with tho head of 
Medusa, and rescues his mother 
from tho king, who wants to 
marry her, 101. Kills his 
grandfather unintentionally, and 
succeeds to tho kingdom of 
Argos, 102; but exchanges it 
for the cities of Mycenae and 
Tiryns, 103. 

Phaedra, Daughter of Minos king 
of Crete. Is married to Theseus, 
107. Loves Hippolytus and 
asks him to marry her, 197. 
Causes his death when ho re- 
fuses, and then hangs herself in 
despair, 198. 

Phaelhoji. Son of Helios, 39. 
Obtains leave from hia father to 
drivo tho chariot of tho sun for 
a siugla day, 40. Falls from it, 
and is killed by a thunderbolt, 
41. 

Phegeus. Purges Alcmaeon from 
the stain of blood, and gives him 
his daughter in marriage, 227. 
Sends his sons to kill Alcmaeon 
on account of hio faithlessness, 
229. 
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‘Xhebc3 wliaro ha delivers the 
country from tho Spliinx, and is 
rewarded witli tho kingdom and 
the hand of Jocasta, 207 and 
208. Puts out his eyes in de- 
spair, on discovering his parent- 
age, 209. Is banished from 
Thebes, and finds a refuge at 
Athens, whore ho dies, 210 and 
2H. 

Oeneus. King of Calydon, and 
father of Meleager and Doia- 
nira. Inaugurates tho groat 
Calydonian boar-hunt, 83 to 88. 
Eecoivos Heracles, who comes 
to sue for Deianira, 1-12. 

Oenomaus. King of Elis. Makes 
all tho suitors of his daughter 
Hippodamia, vie with him in a 
dinriot-raco, and is killed in 
racing \rith Polops, 77 to 79. 

Ocia, Ml. Heracles ascends tho 
mountain and builds his funeral 
pile upon it, 1-10. 

Olympus, Mt. Tho abode of tho 
gods, 2. Tho Giants try to 
climb up into it, 6 and 6. De- 
meter comes down from it to 
the earth, 16 and 17. Hera 
drives Leto from it, 23; but 
afterwards- receives her back 
again, 24. Hera descends from 
it to give bad advice to Somole, 
61. Zeus descends and shows 
himself to Semele in god-liko 
splendour, 62. Dionysus and 
Semele are received among tho 
gods, 67. Tantalus is allowed 
sometimes to ascend to Mt. 
Olympus, 75. Ganymede is 
brought to Mt. Olympus by the 
sacred eagle of Zous, 127- 
Heracles is enthroned as a god, 
M7. Psyche is received among 
tho Immortals, 243. Heracles 
drives tho horses of Diomedes 
to tho foot of Mt. Olympus, 124. 

OmphSle. Queen of Lydia. He- 
racles sells himself to her as a 


slave for threo years, 139 and 
140. 

One-eyed, The. Monstrous children 
of Uranus and Gaea, 1. Are 
thrust into Tartarus, 2 and 3. 
Aro released by Zeus, and forgo 
weapons for him, 4. 

Oracle. A temple of Apollo at 
Delphi, where tho god vouch- 
safed prophetic answers (also 
called Oracles) to those who 
came to enquire concerning the 
future. Answers are given to 
Cadmus, 66; Oenomaus, 77; 
Acrisius, 95 ; the parents of 
Andromeda, 99; Heracles, 113 
and 139 ; the Trojans, 126 ; Po- 
lias, 151 ; tho Athenians, 203 ; 
Oedipus, 206; Adrastus, 213; 
Alcmaeon, 227 ; tho parents of 
Psycho, 231. 

Orpheus. Delivers the Argonauts 
from tho Sirens by overpower- 
ing thoir song, 168. 

Ossa, Mt. Tho Giants_ propose 
to sot up this mountain on the 
top of Mt. Pelion, and so 
climb up to Olympus, 6, 

Othrys, Mt. The mountain 
from which the old gods fight 

_with the younger ones, 4. 

Otus. Son ol Poseidon and brother 

of Ephialtes, 27. He and his 
brother fight against tho gods 
and make Ares prisoner, 28. 
They ore killed through a device 
of Artemis. 28. 

pALLANTiDAE. Sons of Pal- 
las, tho brother of Aegeus, 
177. They lay a plot to kill 
their Uncle and Theseus, 184. 

Fallas. Brother of Aegeus king 
of Atliens, 177. 

Pandora. Is fashioned by Heph 
aestus out of clay, and endowed 
with gifts by all tho gods, 10. 
Is sent to be tho wife of Epi- 
metheus, and takes with her, 
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the guaidianship of Athons, 
176. At the req[uest of Thesoua, 
he creates the monster that 
destroys Hippolytus, 198. 

Priam, See Fodarces. 

Frocitis. King of ^irgos. Cleanses 
Bellerophon from the murder of 
hia brother, 45 ; but thinking 
ho has dona him an iniury, sends 
him to lobates, whom he desires 
to kill him, 46. Sends to beg 
IMelampus to restore his d,augh- 
ters to their right minds, 73 and 
74. 

Prameihcus. Brings down fire to 
the earth against the will of 
Zeus, 9 and 10. Is chained, as 
a punishment, to Mt. Cauca- 
sus where an eagle preys upon 
his liver, 12. Is delivered by 
Heracles, 12. "Warns his son 
Deucalion of the great Flood 
about to bake place, 1 3. 

Psyche. Is hated by Aphrodite 
on account of her beauty, 231. 
Is carried away by the WituU 
god, and secretly married to 
Eros, 232 and 233. She dii>- 
oboys his command that she 
shall never seek to see him, and 
he is obliged to leave her, 236. 
Psyche enters the service of 
Aphrodite, who requires her to 
accomplish hard tasks, 237 to 
242. Zeus gifts Psycho with 
immortality, and sanctious her 
marriage with Eros, 243. 
Ptereidus. Grandson of Perseus 
and king of the Toleboao. Dis- 
putes the right of Electryon to 
the cities of ilycenae and 
Tiryns, 104. Amphitryon leads 
an expedition against lum, and 
conquers him through the treach- 
ery of his daughter,106 and 107. 
^ylos. The home of Slolampus, 
68; also of King Helens and 
his daughter Pero, 69. Heracles 
conquers the city, 142. 


SHA 

Pyrrha. Wife of Deucalion, who 
is saved with him in a wooden 
chest at the time of the great 
Flood, 13 to IS. 

Pytfiia. The Priestess of Apollo, 
through whom the prophetic 
answers vouelisafed by tho god 
were transmitted, 55. Answers 
are given by her to Cadmns, 
56; to Heracles, 113; to_ tho 
Athenians, 203; to Oedipus, 
206. An answer is refused to 
Heracles, 139. 


T>HEA. Wife of Cronus, 2. 

Saves her son Zeus from 
being devoured by hia father, 3. 

Rome. Heracles passes tho spot 
where Homo was afterwards 
I built, in bringing tho cattle of 
Geryon to Mycenae, 130, 

QALMUNEVS. King of Elis. 

^ Tries to imitato Zeus, and is 
destroyed by a thunderbolt, 42 
and 43. 

ScTrort. One of tho robbers killed 
by Theseus on his journey to 
Athens, 181. 

Scyros. The island where Theseus 
proposed to spend tho last days 
of his life, 202. Ho is trea- 
cherously killed there by Lyco- 
medos, 203, Tho Ationians 
fetch his bones from the island, 
203 and 204. 

Selene. Goddess of the moon. 
Loves Endymion, 30. 

Scmelc. Daughter of Cadmus and 
Harmonia, Is secretly married 
to Zeus, 61. Prevails on him 
to come to her clothed in the 
glory of the gods, and dies at 
tho sight, 61 and 62. Is gifted 
by Zeus with immortality, 67. 

Shadow-leader. Tho conductor of 
de.ad souls to the Lower "World. 
I \ He takes Alcestis thither, 9l. 
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Ph&maa. The home of Et^pa to the earth for a single day, 44. . 

and. Cadmus, 5i. Aliou-s Heraeles to take Cer- 

PhiTsetis. (1) Brother of Cepheus. berus to the ITpper ^orld oa 

Disputes the right of Perseus to condition that he captures him 

marry Andromeda, and is turned -srithout tTeapcns, 13t5. 

to stone, 100 and 101. (2) A Podarccs. Son of Laomedoa king 
seer urhom the Aigonaats de- of Troy. Is rescued by his 

lirer from the Harpies, 157 and sister Hesione -trhen the totni 

15S. is sacked by Heracles, I-IO. 

PAolus. One of the Centaurs. En- Eeceives the name of Priam, 
tertains Heracles in his cave, 141. 

117 and 118. PaUus. Son of Zeus and Lsda, 

Phrsxus. Son of King Athamas, and brother of Castor, 200 and 

and brother of Helle. His step- 201. Kescues his sister Helena, 

mother lays a plot to kill him, 201. Takes part in the esre- 

but he is rescued by a Golden dition of the Argonauts, 157- 

Earn and carried atvay to Colchis, Petitions Zeus that he and his 

vrhere ha marries the daughter brother Castor may be allowed 

of King Aeetes, 148 to 150. to share the same fate, 201. 

PAfj'yfc, The country of Tanta- Polyhus. King of Corinth, 205. 
lus, 75. His sonPelops is drisrea Adopts Ccdipus,^206. _ 

array from bis kingdom, 77. Polt/nlch, Son of Oedipus and 

PA^’acus. Inherits the cattle of Joeasta. Is banished from 
his fither Iphiclus, 69. Agrees Thebes by bis brother Eteocles, 
to give them to llelampuslf he and takes refuge rrith Adrastus 
rsill tench him horr his son may king of Argos, 212 and 213. 

uropidate the gods and obtain Induces Adrastus to march an 

an heir, 70 to 72. army against Thebes, 213. 

Ph^leas. Son of Augeas Mug of Accepts Ms brothers challenge 

EUs. Eefuses to bear falsa to single combat, in rvhicb he 

■witness ag;ainst Heracles, and is gives and receives a mortal 

banished by bis fether, 120 and blorv, 220. 

121. Heracles restores Mm, Possidoii. Son of C^nus, 4. _ The 
and makes Mm king, 142. sea is made subject to Mm, 4 

Pillars of Heracles. Two moun- and 5. Give3_ Idas a mnged 
tains of rock set up by Heracles chariot in wMch to cany on 
in the sea between Europe and Alarpessa, 20. 

Africa, 128. father of Otus and Ephiaires, 

PiritAbUs. King of the Lapithae. 27. Punishes Oisiope.r tor 

Forms a friendsMp rrith being vain of her beauty, 9;. 

Theseus, 195 ; rrbo helps Mm Gives Pterelaus a ^.cen ^ir 

to defeat the Centaurs, 196. wMcb preserves 

Piritfaous is compelled to sit for death, 107. 

ever on an iron seat in the for sacrifice, and im 

Lower World, 200 and 202. for keeping it ,bac^^ i--- 

Pluio. Son of Cronus, 4. Is made Punishes • LaomeUcn tor is 

king of the Lower 'Wosld, 6. faithlessness, 126. The 
_ Carries off Persephone, 16 to dedicated to 

18. Allows Sisyphus to return Poseidon disputes m 
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of Amphion, 69 and 60. Alcmoue 
takes shelter there wlion driven 
by Sthenelus from Mycenae, 105. 
Amphitryon delivers the city 
from the destroying Eos, 106. 
Heracles is horn in Thebes, 108 
and 1 10. Ho delivers the land 
from the tribute imposed by the 
Minyae, 111 and 112 ; but leaves 
the city after his madness, 113. 
Laius and Jocasta are king and 
queen of Thebes, and Oedipus is 
born there, 205. Oedipus de- 
livers the land from the Sphins, 
and becomes Mng, 207 and 208 ; 
but on the discovery of his pa- 
rentage, he is banished, 209 and 
210. HissonsEteoelesandPoly- 
nicos succeed him, but Polynices 
is banished by bis brother, 212. 
Polynices goes to Argos, 212 j 
and persuades Adrastus to lead 
an armjf against Thebes, 213. 
The Argives are defeated before 
Thebes, 218 to 220. Oreon king 
of Thebes refuses burial to the 
Argives, and immures Antigone 
for disobeying his orders, 221 to 
223. The Epigoni march against 
Thebe-s, 224 and 225. The The- 
bans decide to abandon the city, 
225 and 226. Tlie Epigoni and 
others re-people it, 226 and 227. 
Thonrwdon. A river in Asia, near 
ivhich was the country of the 
Amazons, 125. 

• Son of Polynices. 
Made Idng of Thebes by the 
Epigoni, on their taking posses- 
sion of the city, 226. 

Theseus. Son of Aegeus king of 
Athens. Is brought up at 
Troezen by bis mother Aetbra 
177 and 178. Is sent by her to 
the court of his father at Athens, 
179. On his way there, ho kills 
many robbers,— the Club-c.ar- 
rier, 179 ; thoEir-bendor, 179 and 
180 ; SoiroD, 181 ; the Stretcher, 
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181 and 182. Eeaches Athens, 
182 ; and is recognised by Ae- 
geus, 183. Medea’s attempt to 
poison him fails, 183. The 
Pallantidae are foiled in their 
plan to murder him, 184, 
'TheseuB captures the Bull of 
Marathon, 18-1 and 185. Goes 
to Crete as part of tho tribute 
of seven youths and seven 
maidens, kills tho Minotaur, 
and escapes with Ariadne, 187 
to 190. Is compelled to leave 
Ariadne .at Naxos, 191. Eorgots 
to hoist the white sail, and thus 
causes tho death of his father, 
192 and 193. Carries off Hip- 
polyta to be his wife, 193. 
Conquers the Amazons, 194 and 
195. Makes a friendship with 
Piritboiis, and helps him to 
defeat the Centaurs, 1 95and 196. 
Erects an Altai* of Pity in tho 
market-place of Athens, 196, 
Marries Phaedra, 197. Prays 
for the death of Hippolytus, 198. 
Joins Piritboiis in carrying off 
the beautiful Helena, 199 ; and 
descends ivith him to the Lower 
World to try and got possession 
of Persephone, 199. Einds him- 
self unable to leave a stone on 
which he had sat down for a 
moment, 200 ; hut after many 
years is released by Heracles, 
201 and 202. On liis return to 
Athens, finds himself forgotten, 
and retires to Scyros, 202. Is 
there killed treacherously by Ly- 
comedes,203.Hishone3aretrans- 
ferred to Athens, 203 and 204. 

'ITiracc. The country of Diomedes, 
whose fierce horses Heracles 
goes to fetch, at the command 
of Eurystheus, 123. 

Xiredias. A blind seer of Thebes. 
Explains the visit of Zeus to 
Alcmone, 108. Foretells the 
fate of Oedipus, 205 ; and 225. 
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BicUu. The godd^s Athene 
buries one of too Giants beneath 
the island, 6. Persephone is 
carried off from ifc by the god 
Pluto. 16. Daedalus flies to it 
from the island of Crete, 53. 
Sitinus. Plays -srith Dionysus 
•when a child, 61. PoUows him 
in his journey through the 
world, 65 and 66 ; and helps to 
celebrate his marriage -with 
Ariadne, 192. 

Stvens> Treacherous sea-nymphs, 
who attract sailors by their 
ma®ic singing and then tear 
them to pieces. The Argonauts 
escape them through listening 
to the song of Orpheus, 168. 
SUwhits. King of Corinth. Tries 
to cheat gods as well as men, 
and is tormented in toe Loyer 
■World -with an unending 
punishment, 43 and 44. 

Sparla. The country of K^ 
TyBdareus, husband of Leoa, 
Theseus and Pirithous go there 
and carry ofl' Helena, 199. 

Snarti. The warriors' who sprang 

from the dragon’s teeth sown 
by Cadmus, 58. 

SpJtiiii:. A monster with the head 
of a woman and the body of a 
lioness. She propounds a riddle 
and devours everyone who feik 
to answer it, 207 and 208. Oedi- 
pus guesses the riddle, and the 
Sphinx dies, 208. 

Siheiielus. Brother of Electryon. 
- Drives his niece Alcmene and 
her brother from Mycenae, and 
seizes the kingdom, 105. Be- 
comes the father of Eurystheus, 

Storm-foot. One of the Harpies 
from whom the Argonauts de- 
liver Phineus, 157 and 158. 

Stretcher, The. One of the robbers 

killed by Theseus on his way to 
Athens, 181 and 182. 


THE 

Stumphalus. A city in Arcadia. 
Heracles drives away the birds 
that infest the Stymphalian 
lake, 121 and 122. 

Styx. A river of the Lower \Yorld, 

by which the gods swore an in- 
violable oath, 40 ; 62. 
Swift-ieiiig. One of the Hmpies 
from whom Phineus is delivered 
by the Argonauts, 157 and 158. 
Syria. lo travels to Syria to And 
her child, 33. 


rpjENABUS, MT. Psyche is 
directed to go thereto find an 
entrance to the Lower 'World, 

Tabs. An iron watchman, made 
bv Hephaestus for Minos bng of 
Crete. Medea deludes him into 
kiUing himself. 169 and 170. 
'nintdits. King of Phrygi;^ 6o, 
and father of Niob^SO. i^ll^ his 
son Pelops and offers the flesh 
to too gods at a bamiuat, 7o. 
condemned in the ^J^-er Viorld 
to an unending punwhment, / b. 
Tartan^^. A dark pit below the 
earth into which the hun^^^ 

armed and one-eyed mooters 

are banished 

They are released by Zem, ^ 
the old gods whom he 1^^ 



phoeus is tnrust into 

TdLon. deceives toe beauto^ 

Hesione as a reward for h^ 

been the first to scale the walh. 

Pterelaus. They are =ent on an 

of Cadmus. o9. A wau is e 
round it by means of the 
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Perpetual eleep, 20. 

Hurls a thunderbolt at PhaSthon 

to prevent him from destroyiuiy 

the earth, 41. Carries off EuSpa 

m the fom of a bull, 64 and 58 
Marries Semcle, and at her wish 

i.» ft.. th,S;. 

pic 

®ne,and becomes the father 


ZED- 

ofHeracles, lOSandlOO, D^ 

crees that the nest child bom 
of the race of Perseus shall rule 
over tho cities of Mjcenao and 
•Tiryns, 109. Sends his sacred' 
“gle to steal away Ganymede, 
interposes between He- 
racles and Apollo, 13 9. Punishes 
^ora for trying to destroy Hera- 
^eda in the 
ood becomes the 
father of Pollnx and Helena, 
tho wish of Pol- 

brotb«° 0 “’'® of 

the ‘^ostor. 201. Causes 

nrL °f Alcmaeon to 

ni£. 2 ^ 29 ° « “Ogle 
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LO^•DO^’ 
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.Idvisea tho Thobaus to abandon 
tho city, 225. Goes with tliom, 
and dies during tiio flight, 226. 

Tirt/ns. Porseus o-xchaiiges his 
kingdom of Argos for tho cities 
of Myceaao and Tiryns, 103. 
Tho right of his son Elcctryon 
to succeed is disputed by Ptoro- 
luus, 104. Sthcnclus takes pos- 
session of tlio kingdom, 105. Ho 
is suoa:eeded by Eurysthous, 
109. 

JUans, Tiianides. Children of 
Uranus and Gaea, 2. Tho father 
of Promothoua ^Ya3 a I'itan, 9. 

Trdchis. A city of Groeco. He- 
racles leaves Calydon for Tra- 
cliis, M-1 ; aud goes fromTrachia 
10 Euboea, 146. 

IVipo^ A throode^cd stool on 
which tho Priestess of Apollo 
sat when uttering her divine 
predictions, 65. Heracles car* 
riea off tho Siicrod Tripod from 
Delphi, 139. 

l\-ij}{olemus. Is taught by Do- 
motor how to sow corn and cul- 
tivate tho land, 19. 

Troezeii. The homo of Aothra, wife 
of King Aegous, 177. Theseus 
is brought up by her at Troozou, 
177 and 178. Holouais placed 
there undor her core for a timo, 

■ but is rescued by her brothers, 
199and201, • 

Tkoy. Tho country of King Lao- 
medon, father of Ganymede. 
Apollo and Posoidon build a 
waJl round Troy, and punish 
Laomodon for withholding tho 
reward ho has promised, 126. 
Heracles lands at Troy, and res- 
cues Hesiouo from tho monster, 
126 and 127. Eoturns to pun- 
ish Laomedou for his faithless- 
ness, and conquers tho city, 140. 

Tydeus. Is driven from his coun- 
try on account of an uninten- 
tional murder, <,Uu goes for ro- 


Z&V 

fugo to Adrastns Idug of Argos, 
212 and 213. Takes pai'tin the 
. expedition against Thebes. 213. 
Bears a messugo to Eteocles, 
and distinguisiios himself by 
feats of strength, 218. Is 
killed before Thebes, with all 
tho other heroes, 220, 
'I)/ndanu3. Kingof Sparta, 199 ; 

and husband of Leda, 200. 
Typhoevst A monster created by 
Gaea to fight against the gods, 
6. la conquered by Zeus, and 
flung into Tartarus. 7- 

TJIUNUS. God of tho slor, 1. 
Is killed by his son Cronos, 2. 

WANDEPiNff ROCKS. The 
* ^ Argonauts pass through 
them in safety by tho help of 
Bora, 168 and 169. 

Wiiid-ywJ. Carries Psyche into 
tho beautiful valley, 232. 
Brings her two sisters to see 
her, 234; and takes them home 
again, 235. 

^BUS. Son of Cronus and Ehea. 
^ Is bidden in tho island of 
Crete and nourished by the goat 
Amalthca, 3. Makes war against 
his father and thrusts him into 
Tartarus, 4. Marries Hern, 4. 
Conquers tho Giants, 6 ; and 
'lyphoous, 7. Sends Pandora to 
- bring Disease and Caro into tho 
world, 10 and 11. Punishes 
Promotlieus for bringing down 
fire to tho earth, 12. Destroys 
tho world by a Flood, 13 and 
14; and allows Deuwlion and 
Pyrrha to ro-peoplo it, 14 and 
15. Stops tho fight about to 
tako place between Apollo and 
Idas, 21. Marries Loto and 
becomes tho father of Apollo 
and Artemis, 23. Becomes tho 
father of Fkidymion whom ho 
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